

FLOUR MILLS CALL ON GOVERNMEN 
TO RETRACT 'LOW QUALITY' WHEAT 

UPON THE REQUEST of the J(w SERENE SERHAN “The government set price of . cost millions to establish a mill imports of wheat. rlw wheat quality would 

Bakeries Association, government L " - ---- processing wheat hasn’t changed now-a-days." said the mill owner "We already bid to supply g« v - ter. and it may even bSX 

officials have collected samples ol the had wheat back and provide since the seventies. It is not fair adding that the best solution to emment tendeis. If they let us coriipetitlve” said the entifo! 

flour from mills and bakeries to better quality grain. It is only fair, when you realize that it would all problems is to open-up import directly like we used to. neur. '■ . 


UPON THE REQUEST of the 
Bakeries Association, government 
officials have collected samples of 
flour from mills and bakeries to 
analyze after (lie most prominent 
mills charged that the quality of 
flour produced and delivered to 
bakeries all over the Kingdom is 
unacceptable, the head of the 
association said yesterday. 

"The results are expected by 
tomorrow |today] noon; the 
investigators are competent and 
specialized in wheat and agricul- 
ture," said Abdul llnh Hamawi. 

Four flour mills, supplying 85 
percent of Jordanian bakeries, 
filed a complaint with rhe 
Minister oF Commerce and 
Industry yesterday saying that die 
last delivery of wheat received by 
the mills is of poor quality and 
rliat flour from this batch has 
been rejected by bakeries. 

The government is the only 
party allowed to import wheat 
into the country, which it distrib- 
utes to privately owned mills, 
who on their part supply the bak- 
eries with Hour. The 50,000 tons 
batch was delivered ten days ago, 
under die reign of the previous 
government. 

The wheat is of bad quality. It 
is old and damaged but it will not 
make people sick. The problem 
with it is that it cannot be used to 
make bread and has no nutrition- 
al value," said one of die mill 
owners who asked not to be Iden- 
tified. 

"When the flour used to make 
bread results in a dark product 
color, it usually means insects " he 
said, explaining that insects 
although not dangerous to 
health, deplete all the nutrition 
Horn the wheat. 

"It is not that the wheat is 
physically dangerous; it tacks 
nutrition. But, ethically, I refuse 
the concept of selling people 
sudi a low quality product espe- 
cially since two thirds of the coun- 
try depend on it," the mill owner 
said referring to low income citi- 
zens who mostly consume bread 
as part of their daily meals. 

Tlie entrepreneur demanded 
that the government retract the 
whole shipment even though the 
wheat could be used if it is treat- 
ed with special additives and then 
mixed in small amounts with a 
majority of high quality grain. 
However, this would be illegal, he 
says. 1 

"The government lias to take 


by SERENE SERHAN 

the bad wheat back and provide 
better quality grain. It is only fair. 
When one considers that we, as 
. private businesses, are not 
allowed to treat the wheat with 
additives." 

Hamawi, refusing to make a 
statement on the quality of 
wheat until die report is ready 
today, -cast suspicions on the 
claims made by the mills. 

"It is possible that the mills' 
procedures of processing the 
wheat is where the problem lies," 
Hamawi said adding that flour 
producing a brownish color of 
bread may be the result or a type 
of wheat that "is used to make 
brown bread only." 

Hamawi then went on to elab- 
orate that "the mills may have 
become contused because they 
are used to die kind the govern- 
ment has been providing them 
with For a long time," suggesting 
that if that were the case, a differ- 
ent processing procedure may 
have worked well. 

He stressed that "shipments of 
wheat and other food stuffs com- 
ing into Jordan are always 
checked and controlled before 
release," casting further doubts 
on the changes made by die mills. 

Meanwhile, the letter to the 
minister was not die only one 
issued today by the four mills. 

"Tills is not the only problem 
we are raced with; In fact, there is 
a history of disagreements with 
the ministry" said the mill owner. 
“Along with the complaint, we 
have sent out n list of demands to 
tlie newly appointed minister of 
agriculture, Hasliem Shboul." 

The demands, made available 
to Tlie Arab Daily, included the 
placement of a marginal limit on 
the processing of a ton of wheat. 
The second request was tliat the 
government should provide the 
proper treatment for the ingredi- 
ents of the product and a lookout 
for anyone who refuses to comply 
by the rules set out by'tlie com- 
mittees involved. Also “we 
request a change in the system of 
payment which usually entails 
paying the provider what is owed 
at the end -of every month." The 
diird and last request calls for die 
"need to change the system alcor 
gether through 4 law. forbidding 
some of the min!stry employees 
from detaining the delivery 1 of 
wheat to die designated mills.’ 1 . 
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Prince felipe 
Igets busy on 

ND DAY IN TOWN 


^S^Kty King Abdullah dis- 
Middle East peacemaking 
Spiwn Prince Felipe of Spain 
itofoir meeting onHiesday. 

fog asserted Jordan’s 
I fcro h pushing forward die 
As pnxess and ending the 
rate in order to achieve a 
&dieosive peace in the 


It laid that all parties con- 
tkd should work to overcome 
■Mite impeding progress in 
%w filks. 

uijritg their meeting, held at 
®;Wpiarters of the General 
jimand of the Anned Forces, 
#tm rides also discussed 
relations between Jortlnn 
Spain .as well as means of 
te athandng, those iclii- 

meeting was attended liy 
of the Royal Court Abdel 
i Kabariti os well as the 
i delegation nccompany- 

g-Lkerin [the day, Prince Felipe 
Sr ■ met with 


Speaker nt the Upper House of 
Parliament Zeid Kiliii 1 . 

Rilai’ hailed the strong rela- 
tions between tlie two countries 
which were established by His 
Majesty tile late King I lussein and 
commended Spain’s positive 
stands inwaids Jordan in various 
fields. 

Kilai’ also briefed the prince nn 
the develnpmeiii ol Iordan's iwu 
legislative institutions. 

On bis pan, prince h’lipe com- 
mended Jordan’s achievements 
and role in the area .witling that 
bilateral relations between Jordan 
and Spain would liirilier develop 
In the interest ol'bolh countries. 

At a separate meeting. Shaker 
of the l.owcr I louse of Parliament 
Abdel Uadi Mnjull briefed the 
Spanish prince on the develop- 
ments ol the parliamentary life 
and political parties in the couu- 

ny- 

Majnli lauded Spain's siuncls in 
support ol Jordan mwl the Arab 
causes, anti expressed hojje ol 
Cm liter coupernliou with liie 


Spanish parliament. 

Again, bilateral ties and the 
peace process came at the center 
of talks between foreign minister 
Abdel Elah AlKliateeb and the 
Spanish Crown princc,held at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Prince Felipe said that his visir 
underlines the strong ties 
between the twu countries and 
that Spain and tlie European 
Union will continue their support 
to Jordan. 

The Spanish crown prince con- 
cluded his day with a visir to the 
Spanish Institution. He said that 
his visit comes to express the 
support of his family, the Spanish 
government, and people of Spain 
through the rein of the new era 
In Jordan under the leadership of 
his Majesty King Abdullah. 

Pi ince Felipe, son of King Juan 
Carlos, arrived on a five day visit 
tojordnn on Monday, on the first 
leg of a tour that will also take 
hhn to Saudi Arabia. 

fly AN ARAB DAILY REPORTER 


THOUGH THU GOVERNMENT lias 
not decided who the new Jordan 
Telecom chairman of the board of 
directors will be. it announced on 
Hiesday that it had accepted the 
resignation of Ali Shukri From the 
position, while stressing its com- 
mitment to the privatization 
process. 

“Tlie cabinet has accepted the 
resignation after it discussed the 
recommendation presented by 
the Minister of 

Telecommunications," Minister ol 
Information Nasser Lawzi, told 
reporters at a press briefing held 
I after the Cabinet's meeting. 

“No one had been appointed 


to the position" of chairman in 
Shukri's place, he added. 

Meanwhile, according to 
lawzi, the issue of privatization is 
to be addressed with speed “in 
under tn come up with a policy... 
We are committed to this 
process." 

How Jordan Telecom will be 
privatized was not clear Tuesday. 
'There is no definite process on 
how we'll go along with privatiza- 
tion,” conceded Lawzi. 

A few weeks ago. officials had 
said that Jordan Telecom's shares 
would be sold to a strategic part- 
ner through an international pub- 
lic offering (IPO). 


Lawzi nn Tuesday said that 
among other options, an IPO was 
being considered. 

Hie govern mem’s announce- 
ment conics four-days alter 
Shukri criticized Minister of 
Telecommunications Jamal 
Samiruh's interference in Jordan 
Telecom's affairs. 

According to Lawzi, "the gov- 
emiuenr does not set the agenda 
for JTC as far as the day-work is 
concerned.” 

Nevertheless, he added that 
tlie "the policies of the JTC are 
the policies of tlie govern mem 1 ' 
— Ahmed Naser. 



Tlie four mills producing 85 u o of Jordan's flour, yes- 
terday warned Minister of Industry and Trade 
Mohammad Asfour tliat they will shut down by four 
o'clock today if they do not receive their daily sup- 
ply of wheat. 

“We talked to him after we had been infonned by 
government officials that the ministry is planning to 
cut off our supply of wheat," said a mill owner under 
condition of anonymity. 

The ministry’s action, according to the owner, 
came about after receiving a letter yesterday 
adressed to the minister with demands, made avail- 
able to Hie Arab Daily, including a request for 
"placement of a marginal limit on the processing of 


Palestinian President Yasser Arafat is expected in 
Amman today to discuss bilateral issues with His 
Majesty King Abdullah and officials and a meeting of 
foreign ministers Am6r Moussa, Mahmoud Abbas, 
and Abdul llah Khatib ofEgypt, Palestine and Jordan 
respectively, Is due to take place on tlie twentieth or 
twenty-first or March, a Palestinian offldal said yes- 
terday. 

Tlie meeting, that had been scheduled to take 
place in February, was postponed after die late King 


n ton of wheat.” 

Meanwhile, "the Minister of Industry and Trade 
was given 48 hours to... bring the prime minister his . 
plan and the government is taking all factors into 
consideration,” according to information Minister, 
Nasser Lawzi. 

He went on to state that the matter will not be 
one sided saying "there will be a dialogue between 
the Minister of Industry and the Mill owners." 

Mohammad Asfour, was not available for com- 
ment yesterday. 

Hie owners of the mills are expected to hold a 
meeting tomorrow; the time and place where not 
disclosed to Hie Arab Daily — Serene Serhan. 


Hussein passed Hway. 

'Talks between the three officials," said the 
source that didn't want to be Identified “ore expect- 
ed to focus on putting pressure on Israel and coerc- 
ing them into implementing the last part of the Wye 
agreement.” 

Hie source added that senior Palestinian official 
Mahmoud Abbas may join Arafat today or visit on 
Friday for talks -t- Serene Sertian. 



“The problem of Water is acute and we have conse- 
qumtiy formed a new 'committee Headedby Prime 
; : Minister Abdel Raoul; Rav^bdeh ."said Iqfonnatiob 
;;^foisr^fcer Uvfei.pt a pr&s conference hfel.d 

torrta 

' rtehiihN Prime Minister AVriWl 


In the twenty minute conference Lawzi went on 
to say “The committee Is responsible for.combig up 
with an emeigen# plan to he approved by cabinet 
He also verified rumors of impeding hardships ot* 
■ the way -saying, "we a te not denying thit in thesum- 
mer the’te will be a problem ^nd there \yill be a cri- 
• ; sis.fo jH? dritdtlrig Watet" hawzii however, <|U1 tell 
v thepi^Ti^t-at thts momfcHt- Jbtdan 1 Is focusing on 
plait, and hptfthe long.iteriri plan 


Mlh^er.' df^itergy find ; Mjner^ .StnUtai, 
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'^hbftiJtehii plait and ript-tfie long term plan 
S althbufeli been setppjG— Serehe Sgrfian, 








king condoles 

SAUDI MONARCH 

Tr n a — or 

i"S away 0 f | )is wife eZs "L r ' *?“■• over "» P®»- 

rapressedslnceresr condolences oiwthe 8nef | and “ rraw ’ T1,c 13,18 

SC Zr and t0 bKt0W and 


KING RECEIVES UAE 
ARMY COMMANDER 

»" Monday 

»PI*er * jbrtELi JJl-S ta “ n ‘ nbu * i °" » 

«ng Abdullah asked Sheik Mohzm^J^" prorao f io11 '"Jordan. 
Sheik Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nhawn . . Co ^° nve y his greetings to 

people progress and pr^erit^lU^ 1 ™ g °° d l ** h i,ml ,he 


KING PRAISES 
QATARI ELECTIONS 

municipal elections. ani oF Q atar 0n liolding the 

";mt to dZ^Z a MpXr'Z iC ' Pa | l el ^ ai0,,S . are a " enha "“' 
li% of making decisions.- His Ma>st^' P th ° respons| - 

seeks equality and that enables women 8,l . i ?" ,C ! ,ind keei,ness dial 
tribute to their country's service in this vinl h" nglUS a,ld ron ' 
Majesty said. Hie Kipg expS a Z1 ? * spheK " His 

and danng step that brotherly Qan r tL*« rt' 0 "^ 1 th ' S ’ ,lreni;irkable 
Prince Hamad Ben Khalifa Al TTad » t0 the gl,idance of 

good health and Qatari people iHospcsi^^« - ^ amad 






SteceZ^k^r 5 P H nCe T ‘ ,at B ' n * Hussei " oo 

or Sj of ££* 

accompanying delegation nn n »i i Foinres - and the 

visit IfL e ' egati0,, ■ Up0n «’*orrivol In Jordan for , private 


i* l rT* 


WlnlstPi- 

UtdoiM'or' Fo^A^ceZmeslTk? 11 : Pr " ident ° f Jonla " 

Information In the United Arab Emi/. I "‘ ster of Cll _ ,lure and 
Union for Football. Sheikh Abdt.Uah AI NaC ° f 

^^'Ssr*'*-*** , 

rn i ^tCu^ l tedT:; nCe ° fthe "* °rUie Arab Youth 
" aCCOn,pli5hmW t for the Arab spom in 22Z “ 




^WtaXSTl Ct^Tr r esday ^ 


g tL " l -“ , ~' rmn 


"£££"*" K,NG abduuah 

VISITS SECOND BATTALION 


Amman _ The King. High Commander 
of the Armed Forces, delivered a speech 
affirming that we are all at the disposal 
of the country and the people who loved 
rile Late King Hussein. 

Late King Hussein once marked this 
battalion with a well-known and ever- 
asnng slogan “Live honourably or die 
honourably.- for this vent reason I pay 


after" rafe ,t0 " UrValia,M arni * 
duties "We n 1 mV co,lsr hut| 0 i,a| 

King to sacrifice V ourael«s fc “he ’saktTf 

- = a„ d the Arab nat^r 

Tlic Field Marshal Chairman of the 

£'."r f blrfs *>f Stalf AbduMlaflz 
Kaabneh. and General Hmaidi Fayz the 


CommanSe"*„frteR^| ? ^^ 

Senior legion’s o ffire^^^" 



KI .«?.. rece,ves french 

JEWISH DELEGATION 


amm AN( a FP ) _. a delegnti0 |i 
Of French Jews held talks here 
Tuesday with King Abdallah 
I nd l, rgefl Jordanians to follow 
the path of peace wjt|l (sraeJ 

The Monarch, who succeed- 
cd the fate King Hussein on his 
death last month, told the 
members, of ^ 

Representative Council of 

ruin , inStltUt,0ns in F ™ce 
P IF) , h p e Wo,,| d "follow his 

fothers footsteps in the peace 

process with Israel," the 
group's president told AFP 
after the meeting. 

Henri Hajdenberg said his 
delegation had stressed "the 
need for the Jordanian people 

™ny of whom are of 
Palest, n, an origin, to stick to 
Peace, and added that he was 
deeply impressed' on th “ 

human level by King Abdallah’s I 

commitment." 

The Council, on a , "peace 
mission" to the Middle East 
with stops planned In' Israel '.V-' 
and tlie. Palestinian areas, also 


■Pledged to lobby the interna- 
mnal Jewish community to 
support the suffering 
Jordanian economy. 

, ,™ c . Ck,F delegation then 
I aid a visit to the grnve or King 

Hussein, who died on February 


7 after a long battle with can- 
cer, and held a working meet- 
ing with a group of Jordanian 
intellectuals before leaving fur 
Cazn. 

Majdenberg, whose group 
1L *ld Wl*« on Monday in Caini 


with Egyptian President Hosm 
Mubarak and visiting 
Palestinian leader ftsser 
Arafat, added that there are 
more than 700,000 Jews in 
France, the laigest community 
in Europe, 
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HONOR-KILLING 
ATTEMPT IN AMMAN 

.... . , TU. csirl rhaf fliP hi 


■ MOTHER ATTEMPTED to kill his nine- 

S-oWster in East Amman on 

2Tby shooting her nine times. 

w brother shot her with a 7mm pistol 
.... h be | ongs to his father when he found 
JJaVshe was having a love "(Tairwith 
2 of her neighbors," said a pohee olTlcer 
“llie Public Relations Department, who 
Kked to remain unidentified. 

added that her parents, who were 
•lidsiting a Sick neighbor who lives in an 
,p,d want opposite, heard the shoot.ng 


and returned to find their daughter cov- 
ered in blood on the floor of her bedroom, 
completely unable to move. They immedi- 
ately rushed her to Al-Bashir Hospital and 
called the police. 

As her parents entered the apartment, 
the son was on his way out, said the offi- 
cer. 

"According to her parents, their son 
appeared afraid and was carrying a gun. 
He said nothing and got out of the house 
quickly.” the officer added. 


The officer said that the brother gave 
himself up to. the police, admitting his 
guilt. The girl is still alive and is in the 
intensive care unit at Al-Bashir Hospital, 
but her chances of survival are very low. 

Meanwhile, the brother stands to face 
15-20 years in prison, the officer said, 
declining to give further details about the 
case. 

by NOURA’WAZANI 

Crime Editor 





fefc-'vsKS -viw ’ < •• . ’; • . ,i I 

' ..... . 

-4®^' ** ^'•'>1^*' .ilk. ■ r '' • ( . . i • • f. " 

^ : i,])** ’.'S'' . 


1/ : • ■ • - ■ 


RAMZI E. KHOURY 


lEcJitor-ln-Chief 


n vr hands are covered Willi blQfld 

The man who attempted to kill his sister by shooting her rune 
times upon learning that she was having some sort of a love 
affair with a neighbor, probably doesht know that the Worn 
International Day was just over. Even if he did. ta : most y 
wouldn't have cared because a person who tries to kill his sm 
ter, cannot possibly chink of the woman as a human being, but 
a worthless piece of property that in his mind represents 

'Te woman who was shot yesterday couldn’t be behind her 
brother’s loss of honor as he thought: he is a dishonorabL m 
for attempting murder to start with. . crt , r 

He is also dishonorable because he is a person who doesn 
condone love, but hatred. Furthermore by linking his hoiior to 
a hymen, it is not much more valuable than a piece of sU 
between someone's legs which will one day vanish by an hon- 
orable’ act whether he likes it or not. , . . 

But what is of great concern is that the practice of niurdc n g 
wtunenta this' country is officially described as "crimes of 
honor.’’ a disgrace because it condones such murders m<Wtly 
by recognizing the 'honor' farce instead or socially combating 

U The bigger disgrace is that the law preferentially treats these 
muiderenfby incarcerating them for six months to three years 
(if not yet an adult, then less) thus recog.uz.ng jhat women 
deserve death for having sex out of wedlock or when they .ire 

51 Those who kill die women in their families for whatever rea- 
son are lowlife murderers that deserve the maximum punish- 
ment The only way to bring this practice to a hah is by chang- 
ing ihe law and making a few backward cold-blooded men an 
example for the whole nation to heed by. Only when a man s life 
is threatened, will this practice become an ugly fan ol out Iiis- 

t0 Me. in while, for as long as the law remains tlu same JUjJh 
cial system and the whole country are aLC0inplu.es m muKlii. 
Shann on us. our hands are covered with rose-red blood 

instead of blood red roses. 
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DIPLOMATS PAY P R INCESS l fr ee meals at public schools 

m m I . Apj-ji first, the Ministry oi' milk with vitamins added, in addition to Badia Region, along with 13 Palestinian 

B BMH Hk ■■ - I starting f T i i, m ■ j ft 


LOCAL NEWS 5 


representatives of diplo- 
matic missions, international 
agencies and regional organ iza- 
Jloiis visited the Jordanian 
Hashemite Fund Tor Human 
Development (/OHUD) on 
Monday, to pay their condo- 
lences to Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basina Bint Tiilal. During 
their visit, Her Royal Highness 
expressed her gratitude and 
recognition of the supportive 
«>le that these organizations 
have played over the years In the 
Reid of development, and for the 
solidarity they showed Jordan 
throughout such a painful time in 
its history, 

Her Royal Highness said that 
the Jordanian Hashemite Fund 
for Human Development is 
embarking on a new title .which 
reflects a commitment ' to the 
humanitarian vision of His 
Majesty King Hussein, and a trib- 
ute to the Hashemite legacy. 

, e new title best signifies the 
role of the organization as a 
huamn development fund that 
covere all aspects of human 
development,” said Executive 
Director of the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), 


Joigeu Lissner. who attended the 
meeting. 

During their visit, the heads 
and representatives of the vari- 
ous organizations expressed 
their own continued commit- 
ment to the national develop- 
ment process. In a spirit of part- 
nership with Jordanian counter- 
parts. Referring to the Funds 
title, and the new chapter it 
cooperated in consolidating the 
work or the past, and facing the 
challenges that lie ahead. Her 
. Royal Highness also reaffirmed 
the Fund's commitment to the 
human element of the develop- 
ment process, which she noted is 
not in keeping with humanitarian 
role of His Late Majesty, but 
mutually reinforces international 
development criteria. 

As a national" NGO which was 
established in 1978 by Princess 
Basma, the Fund continues to play 
a pivotal role in the development 
arena Throughout the country. 
Recently, the Fund has undertaken 
to its efficiency and performance 
m Hie field, through a process of 
restructuring and planning that 
insures effective responses to die 
needs and challenges faced by 


CONDOLENCES 

tended the . ■ 



Jordanian society. Her Royal 
Highness has been working 
together with the board of the 


^ — - m e concerning issue 

majali condoles 

BAHRAIN 


Fund to expand its Involvement in 
socio-economic development, 
concerning issues such as employ- 


ment, income generation, 
empowerment of local communi- 
ties, and Hie empowennent of 


women, "said Lissner. 

by ORAYB AKEEL 


AMMAN — The Speaker of The Lower 
House Abdul Hadi Al Majali ofTered con- 
dolences Tuesday over the passing away 
of Sheikh Issa bin Salman Al Khalifa, 
Emir of Bahrain to thp Charge d 'Affairs 
of the Bali rain' Embassy, 

M Majali said that the Arab Nation has 
lost a devoted leader who set an exam- 
ple of dedication to serving the Interest 
of his people and nation, 

N, 

Al Ansari expressed 1,1s appreciation 
for the hind sentiments expressed by 
the Jordanian people — Petra. 



unkTecutive~pra^ 

WOMEN'S ROLE IN JORDAN 

fHE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR of the UN HInin™.. 


THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR of The UN 
Population Fund, Nafeesah Sadeq com- 
mended the progress In enhancing the 
woman's role in several aspects of life, 
particularly maternal health. 

In an address on the occasion oF the “ 
International Women's Day, Sadeq said, 
"women are taking part 1 in' economics,' 


diplomacy and politics along With partici- 
pating in society to improve the life qual- 
ity of their families, societies and people; 
Thus they started to acquire vital status in 
the world.” 

She added, "despite ail that, women's >’ 
iffe Is still subject to violence simply ' 
because of their gender. This is an issfae 


work on eliminating, for 
,^ hay ? to Exclude the habitual sjleiice 
Jpwards violence against women." f 

.■ h , a f against 
,^pmen is not restricted fp c Ain classes,, 
gender^or ag^ Furthetfoo^j it'is b e cbfn- 
a daHy 'practise (^women's lives ail; 
over the World, Petra'; 4 :-^- 1 < \ :■ 


PRINCE HAMZA 
CONDOLES 
BAHRAINI EMIR 

LONDON — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hamza Bin Al 
Hussein on Monday visited the Bahraini Embassy in London, 
where he was received by Bahraini Ambassador in Great Britain 
Sheik Abdul Aziz Ben Al Khalifa. 

Piince Hamza offered his condolences on the passing away of 
the Late Prince of Bahrain. Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa, and 
asked to convey hfs condolences to Emir Hamad Ben issa Al 
j<hallfa nnd the Bahraini government and people — Petra. 

CHIEF CHAMBERLAIN 
REVIEWS SOCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT programs 

. / ' 1 •- 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness, Chief Chamberlain, Prince 
Ra ed Bin Zcld expressed the importance of catering for the ■ 
handicapped and activating their social .rehabilitation' pro- 
grants as active members of the development process, j • 
His remarks came during his meeting TViesdaJS.with Minister , 
of Soda! Development, Faisal Rfou 1 . : -'i.'i \ 

. His Highness emphasized the role of the Ministry ''jjt'l*, 
diiiig various social problems and coordinatlng v^th ypl^M^’: : 
organizations to improve life quality of citizens, 1 upgrpde^f[| 
living standards, activating the role of foca I socle Cl?? 
taking eqfe of people with spedafneeds'. . 

/ ; TTie MlhUter reviewed thje riew teil^n^esqf LT ' : 
work ,in Jprdiaijj.' and the Mi nfjf jry^Ml® 
bundling different, social ! problems : like, 
ment. tl^e disabled !a rid low-| I vl rig stabd^rds^-^^ 




S tarting April first, the Ministry oi 
Education will start distributing daily 
Mils for students of government 
Kfojok in underprivileged areas. “In fulfill- 
STrith an agreement which was signed 
with the Ministry of Planning last February, 
undents of grades 1-3 in 1 23 schools will 
^ nutrition meals on a daily basis. 
saidMahmoud Massad, Director General of 
.education at the Ministry. 
h a country suffering from poverty 
yttdg 30 percent of its citizens, malnutrl- 
folson the rise, according to Massad. 
■Meals will consist of specially prepared 


milk with vitamins added, in addition to 
biscuits and fruit." the official told The Arab 
Daily. 

The plan, to he implemented over a span 
of ten years, at a cost ofJOD 698 in total, is 
designed to cover, the mtist underdevel- 
oped areas al! over the Kingdom at its ini- 
tial stage. 

In an unusual step, the project will be 
solely financed by the state budget. 

“The allocations for the first year amount 
to JOD 773,000, a sum which allows only to 
cover 1 100 students. 

Children in Delr Alla, Shunah, Tafileh. the 


Badia Region, along with 13 Palestinian 
refugee camps are expected to improve 
their performance and be more motivated 
to learn. 

Referring to findings of a scientific study, 
Massad said that iodine and iron deficiency 
in children has its negative impact on stu- 
dents' academic achievement, having in 
mind that small children are mostly in need 
for a wholesome diet for the build up of 
their body and mind. 

By Hlyam Al-Sharqawi 



Anna n — Minister of 

Education Ezzat Jaradar 
affirmed that institutionalism of 
[ general administrative behavior 
j should be respected and estab- 
lished. Credibility of word and 
deed should be translated in 
urns of team work and sys- 
tnatk dialogue in all scopes 
of work and at a]l managerial 
Imb. 

Jaradat told the audience 
that a firm mechanism should 
be adopted with a view to offer 
fikk efficient services ro 
jofdan nationals. Clear-headed- 
mss, transparency, objectivity 


and democrat should be 
applied to all individual and 
social issues. Procedures 

should be simplified and rou- 
tine practices should be elimi- 
nated. 

Jaradat stressed the impor- 
tance of accommodating man- 
agerial roles that achieve high 
distinguished performance cov- 
ering due observation of the 
social and administrative 

aspects of decision-making. 

The Minister highlighted the 
importance of educational 
field-work as to the integrity of 
the technical, physical and 


human elements taking part in 
the education process. 

Jaradat said, “an advanced 
mechanism and strategy cover- 
ing computerization, technolo- 
gy, educational resources, inte- 
gral training and supervision 
matrix as well as development 
of the school curriculum should 
be adopted.” 

“Research and planning as to 
participation, integral office- 
field planning as well as 
researching prior to proper 
planning and strategy drafting, 
should all be enhanced." the 
Minister added. 


Jaradat strongly stressed 
remdval of traditional perfor- 
mance approaches. “Full atten- 
tion should be given to teach- 
ers and their respectful status, 
as well as to the students and 
their characters, being the ulti- 
mate end of the education 
process and its objectives," he 
affirmed. 

The Minister called for activa- 
tion of in-field coordination and 
planning committees so that 
they take part in decision mak- 
ing and in the discussing or 
educational cases, research, 
and viewpoints — Petra. 


MINISTIR OF AWQAF 
PRISIDIS OVIR WAQF 
COUNCIL MEETING 

Amman Petra — Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, Abdut Salam Al Abbadi 
Tuesday presided over a meeting of the 
Council of Waqf and Islamic Affairs, 
attended by members of the Council and 
the Ministry's Secretary General, Abdul 
httahSalah. 

Secretary General, Ayesh Zbeidi said, 
‘•Mies related to endowment properties 
^ the rent of endowment real estates 
tKre discussed during the meeting. The 
pwjea of the educational center for HaJ 
(Pilgrimage) was referred to a special- 
ttd technical institution.” 


MINISTER 
OF DEVELOPMENT 
MIITS WORLD BANK 
DILIOATION 

*•" — Minister of Social and 
«"*lstrative Development Faisal Rfou' 
, on Tbesday the World Bank 
gation about His Majesty's pro- 
52“ a r d policies for achieving a com- 
wnenslve social transition in the social 
Jordanian people. 

Minister affirmed the significance 
' Jordan's cooperation with 
0rBanisations and 4 Tfie 

M«>nwhile The World 

Mlni« 0n r conf,rined support to .the 
^^^ocIalDeve'opment in.impie- 

iwitin? Socia l Secil, i t y Package 


and 


MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE SETS 
GUIDELINES FOR SUBORDONATES 


Amman Petra — Minister of Agriculture, 
Hashem Sliboul highlighted Monday some 
of the principles covered by the King's 
directives in the letter of designation of the 
new Cabinet. 

Shboul told the directors of the Ministry 
of Agriculture to concentrate on team and 
field work. He directed them to closely 
cooperate and coordinate with other fellow 
employees of other governmental authori- 
ties in a bid to best fulfil the needs and 
requirement of people. 

“in order to smoothly pass through this 
critical and sensitive era. you should devot- 


edly and sincerely perform your job tasks, 
avoid red-tape bureaucracy, nepotism and 
favoritism, enhance confidence between 
officials and nationals, be fair, firm and 
friendly with them, exert utmost efforts to 
achieve a typical agricultural transition, 
tackle and remove obstacles obstructing 
' achievements, apply uniform standards to 
all nationals, adopt punishing and reward- 
ing approaches, ...etc, Shboul ordered. 

Shboul further highlighted the signifi- 
cance of decentralization and institutional- 
izatism in achieving the objectives laid in 
the letter of designation . 



HOME 

WATCH 



Kina vis its army headquarters 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Abdullah bin Al Hussein, the 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces paid a visit to the 
headquarters of the Armed Forces where he met with the Joint 
Chief of Staff to discuss a number of Issues — Petra. 


Parliament to discuss 
PM resignation as deputy 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament convenes today at 
10:00 a.m. in a regular session presided over by Speaker Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali. Prime Minister Abdur Ra'uf S. Rawabdeh will 
attend the session along with members of the cabinet. The 
agenda will include discussing the resignation of Abdur Ra'uf S. 
Rawabdeh from the Lower House and submitting the Civil Status 
Law for the year ]999 to the special committee. Tire House will 
also resume the discussions regarding the Public Civil Defense 
draft law for the year 1998 — Petra. 


Public Security D irector discusses 


cooperation with Turkey 

AMMAN —The Turkish Director of Public Security, Najati Biljian 
arrived at Amman, Tuesday in a three-day visit whereby he will 
visit a number of public security units to be informed of the 
Jordanian experience in training 

Biljian was received by the Director of Public Security, Nasouh 
Muhieddin. the Turkish ambassador to Amman and a number- of 
officials — Petra 


Yormouk University creates 
new Facul ty of Law 

1RBID — The Board of Trustees of Yarmouk University decided 
to convert the Department of Law, which is part of the Faculty 
of Economy and Administrative Sciences, into a separate faculty 
by next year. President of the University, Fayez Khasawneh said 
the university constantly seeks boosting and consolidating the 
educational process and availing distinguished scientific effi- 
ciencies to upgrade the educational level" — Petra. 


Seminar on 'Arabs and the .WftElf 


opens at Jord an University 

AMMAN — The Language Center at the University of Jordan 
organized a Seminar entitled “Arabs and the West: Mutual 
Images In the Media,” in which the Editor-In-Chief of AD-Dustor 
newspaper. Nabll Al Shareef addressed a delegation of the 
Swedish University Lund. The delegation comprises of a number 
of Swedish students and two supervising instructors who will 
spend two weeks studying the Arabic language at the center. 

Al Shareef pointed out the significance of media practises, 
especially ,in movie making which distorts tire image of the 
Arabs . and Muslims to the west. He highlighted the Tact that 
western media and [cinema despite protests,: still distort the 
Image pf Arabs and Muslims by picturing them as wont to vio- 
lence. evil and non-sfenslble behaviours — Petra. 


- 8 Peird v isitors Increase, 

PtTTRA 4~ Visitors to the rose-red city of Petra dprihg last 
February were estimated at 21 thousand, 1,848 of which wen? 
jordarilaris. Deputy plrertor General offetra Region said, "Pfcfcra 
Archaeology O ffice collected entrance fees ofJOt) 390,000 . dur- 
ing the same period^ He pointed otft that this year* tourist sea-, 
son. appears succes$fiil from the st$rt, since ToiirUt hotels wit- 
nessed an ifi<r$a$ev in . reservations ; Whan larjje tburlst groups 
artV^ intheregioh ^Petra. i: <? . '-.v 
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MANAMA (R) — Bahrain's new Emir Sheik Hamad Ben Issa A! Khalifa 
on Tliesday appointed his son Sheik Salman as crown prince, ilie 
official Gulf News Agency said. The decree appointing Sheik Salman 
was the new emir's Hist since taking power after the death of his 
father, former Emir Sheik Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa on Satuiday. 


RIYADH (RJ — Saudi Arabia's King Fahd has invited 1,400 Muslims 
from die former Soviet Union to perfprm the Haj pilgrimage later 
this month, at his personal expense. The official Saudi Press Agency 
reported on Hiesday that the king issued an order inviting the pil- 
grims from Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan. Kazakhstan and Russia, includ- 
ing Muslims from Chedmya and Thtaratan. The agency quoted 
Islamic Affairs Minister Sheik Abdullah Ben Abdul Mohscn Al Hirki as 
saying his ministry would oversee arrangements for the pilgrims, 
providing "all their needs." About two million Muslims perform the 
Haj, a pillar of the Islamic faith, every year. This year the pilgrimage 
climaxes later in March. 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Iraqi oil exports set a new record last 
week of 1 8.6 million barrels, a UN statement said Monday. The state- 
ment issued by the UN oil-for-food program with Iraq said that In the 
week ending lasr Friday, Iraq exported 18.6 million barrels of oil, 
with an estimated value of S 1 78 million. Oil experts said that the fig- 
ure was die highest one-week figure ever of oil exports under the 
oil-for-food program which began in December 1996. "The trend is 
dear, rliey re exporting more and more," one oil expert commented. 


KHARTOUM (DPA) — Eleven people were killed in Sudan when their 
vehide drove over a landmine in die remote western province of 
Dhaen, the Alwan daily reported Tliesday. The daily said five other 
people were seriously injured in the blast. The report did not say 
when the incident happened. Dhaen province commissioner blamed 
the rebel Sudan People’s Liber ation Army (SPLA) for the blast, saying 
its fighters had planted mines in the area. He also said security in the 
province would be tightened in the aftermath. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Parliamentary Vice President Hassan 
Rulinni [eft Tehran on Hiesday for a three-day visit to Morocco, Iran 
state radio said. Ruhanl, who is also secretary of Iran's national 
Security Council, is accompanied by a parliamentary delegation and 
will meet wi|h Morocco's King Hassan II and other government offi- 
cials. Tehran and Rabat have improved relations in recent years fol- 
lowing Morocco’s support for Baghdad In the 1980-1988 Iran-lraq 
war. The two nations hold cooperation agreements in the petroleum 
and phosphate sectors. 


TEL AWV (AFP) — The number of cases 'or tuberculosis in Israel 
Jumped 47 percent last year to 6 19. up from 422 in 1997, according 
to a health ministry report published Tuesday. 

Health experts suggested the rise was due to Immigration from 
countries of the former Soviet Union where tuberculosis has readied 
near epidemic proportions. Daniel Shem-Tov, director of the health 
ministry’s unit for tuberculosis and AIDS, said the data concerning 
the jump in tuberculosis cases in Israel was still being studied. 

“It Is too early to draw conclusions,” he said. . j 


FIRST WIFE OF SAUDI KING FAKd" 
DIES IN US AFTER LONG ILLNESS 


RIYADH (DPA) — The first wife of Saudi 
King Fahd lias died in Los Angeles where 
she was undergoing treatment for a 
spinal and kidney disease, sources in 
Riyadh said Tliesday. 

Princess Al Unud Bent Abdu Al Aziz, 
died Monday night after a long struggle 
wirli the illness, a royal court announce- 
ment said without providing- more 
details. She was believed to be in her 
70s. 

Reports in Riyadh said the princess had 
been living in Los Angeles for the past 
three years to receive treatment for the 
ailment. 

The Princess, the younger sister of the 
wife of Prince Sultan Ben Abd Al Aziz, 
minister of defense and aviation, has five 
sons from King Fahd. most of them in 
government positions. . 


The sons are Prince Faysal Ben Halid, 
head of youth welfare. Prince 
Mohammad, ruler ol the Eastern region. 
Prince Saudi, deputy chief of intelli- 
gence. Prince Sultan Ben Fahd, deputy 
chief of youth welfare, anil Prince Khaliil 
Ben Fahd, a businessman. 

King Fahd had also another wife. 
Princess Aljawharali Bent Ibrahim Al 
Ibrahim, witli whom he lias one son. 
Prince Abdul Aziz Ben Fahd aged 28. 

Muslims are permitted to have up to 
five wife at the same time. 

King Fahd has been unwell himself 
since 1995 when he suffered a stroke 
which left him with memory lapses and 
impaired ability to concentrate. Since 
then Crown Prince Abdullah has been 
taking care of the day-to-day affairs of 
the country. 



Photo King Fahd 


BAHRAINI EXILES SEEK DIALOGUE 
WITH NEW EMIR ON REFORMS 


LONDON (R) ~ An exiled 
Bahraini opposition group called 
on Tliesday for a fresh dialogue 
with the Guir Arab state's new 
emir, and denounced an arson 
attack it said took place on 
Monday in a Bahraini village. The* 
London-based Bahrain Freedom 
Movement (BFM) reported the 
attack in a statement and said it 
hoped the new Emir. Sheik 
Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalifa, would 
«ioi be deterred from pursuing 


reforms. 

"Arsonists set a petrol station 
on fire on Monday. The station is 
located near the village of 
Hallah," the statement said, with- 
out giving further details. 

"The Bahrain Freedom 

Movement condemns all forms of 
arson and violence and hopes 
that the new emir will not be 
deterred from pursuing a 

reformist polity." it added. 

■ It said the BFM and other 


opposition groups have asked 
their supporters to remain calm 
“to help in the initiation of a new 
policy by the forthcoming admin- 
istration." 

The BFM said on Monday that 
it and two other opposition 
groups had sent their condo- 
lences to the new emir on the 
death of his father and urged him 
to start a new era and open dia- 
logue with the island's opposi- 
tion on political reforms. 


Sheik Issa Ben Salman A. 
Khalifa died of a heart attarkca 
Saturday and^ Sheik Hamid 
immediately assumed office 
Bahrain is the Gulf's man finan- 
cial and banking center. 

British officials say Bahrain ha 
voiced its concern over the am- 
ities of Bahraini opposition lead- 
ers living in Britain, someortlm 
deported by the island state on 
accusations of leading tlie distur- 
bances. 




FRANCE PUTS LIBYA ON TRIAL 


THE frlal opened In Paris 
Monday of six Libyan Intelli- 
gence agents. Including a broth- 
er-in-law of Colonel Moammar 
Qadhafl, accused of organising 
the 1989 bombing of a French 
passenger airliner that killed all 
170 people on board. 

B ut if the suspects were notable by 
their absence, the Grand Chamber of 
the central Palais de Justice was 
packed with 258 civil plaintiffs in the case: 
relatives of the passengers nnd crew of UTA 
flight 772, which exploded 33,000 feet 
above’ Niger's Tqpere desert on Sept. 19, 
1989. Four Britorft were among the dead. 

Most of the relatives were glad the rncp 
hnd finally coine to trial, if uncertain 
whether It would lead to justice. "I suppose 
it’s a good thing," said Michele Basdumg, 
whose husband Jean-Pierre was chief cabin 
steward on the flight from Brazzaville, 
Republic of Congo, to Paris. 

"I’m sorry those guilty of such unbeliev- 
able barbarity aren't in front of me. It 
means the case can only be half dosed," 
she said. 

The trial follows sustained diplomatic 
efforts by Britain and the United States to 
persuade Qadhafl to extradite two Libyans 
wonted for trial Ih. the West for the 1988 
bombing of Pan Am flight 103 oyer the 
Scottish town of Lockerbie, in which 270 
people died. 

The United Nations Security Council 


imposed diplomatic, travel and trade sanc- 
tions on Libya in 1992 to force it to surren- 
der the suspects in both bombings. But 
Paris decided to try the UTA suspects in 
their absence, and then seek action limn 
Tripoli if they are found guilty. 

Qadhafl promised President Jacques 
Chirac in 1996 that he would abide by the 
French court's ruling, though diplomats 
believe the most he is likely to do is pay 
some compensation. 

The trial, which is scheduled to Inst only 
three days because the accused can not he 
defended in absentia, is being heard by n 
special terrorism court of seven magis- 
trates who have the right only to acquiL or 
convict. If found guilty the suspects will 
receive the maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment. 

Accused of “assassination by explosive In 
connection with a terrorist act" are 
Abdullah Senoussl, brother-in-law of 
Qadhafl and head of Libya’s external intelli- 
gence agency, and his aide Abdul Salain 
Hammouda, suspected of supervising the 
attack. 

Also named are Abdullah Elazragh. a 
diplomat In Brazzaville accused of persuad- 
ing a Congolese militant to carry the suit- 
case on to the plane; two members of the 
Libyan secret service, Ibrahim Naell and 
Musbafr Arbqs, suspected of preparing the 
bomb: and Abdul Saiam Shlbanl, head of 
the interior : ministry's technical depart- ■ 
ment, accused of orderiqg the detonators. ’ 
from Germany. : 
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"This is a virtual trial, bur It will serve in 
purpose," said 

Xavier Refaur, a terrorism expert. “In 
many ways it is the Libyan state apparams 
that is on trial. And the evidence gainst it 
is about as conclusive as anyone could 
want," 

The leading anti-terrorist judge. Je* 1- 
Louis Bruguiere, spent eight years buMw 
his case, which prosecutors say is stronger 
than that against the Lockerbie suspects- 

The reconstruction of the front of the & 
craft's fuselage showed that a Saras®® 
suitcase filled with one kilogram of pffr 
trite had exploded In a baggage co nU1 ff |; 

Helped by the confession of ? 
dissident In France, Judge Brugulfirc 
pieced together the trail leading tyTJJP® 
and questioned several suspeefr 
including Senoussl,- in 1996. ;; 

Libya's motives remain uncertain, ho* 
commentators have 1 assumed jt-W 
avenge French policy In.AfitoL*.. 
Tripoli was acting for a third cdifnlty 
as Syria or Tran. : ' ' ,^-y 

But recent evidence sugg^* 0 
may have wanted to assassinate prj 
opposition leader, 

Mougarlef, who- had .a' ddjeet ' 

but never boarded the plane.;.. ■ .Li.. ;,!■ ; 




HAMAS HAS INFILTRATED 
PALESTINIAN POLICE - OFFICIAL 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Hamas agents have infiltrated the Palestinian 
security service and plan to carry out anti-Israeli bombings ahead 
ofihe Jewish state’s general elections May 17. the service's deputy 
thief said Monday. 

Three of the Islamic Resistance Movement's Hamas's double 
agents are wanted for the February murder of a Palestinian police 
officer in the Gaza Strip, Colonel Rashid Abu Shbeik said at a news 
conference. 

He identified them as Raed Attar, Mohammad Abu Shamallah 
ind Oiama AbuTahar. 

A fourth suspect, Mohammad Al Sanwar, is being questioned 
shout planned anti-Israeli attacks in the coining weeks in the Gaza 
Strip, Abu Shbeik said. 

The talestinian police have carried out numerous interrogations 
in the past few weeks of Muslim activists and uncovered "several 
fflns caches containing automatic weapons, grenades, explosives 
^ammunition.” 

“Underground tunnels used by Hamas activists were also 
found," he said, without saying where. 

Hamas's founder and spiritual leader. Sheik Ahmad Yassin, said 
the three men detained as part or the investigation into the mur- 
der of the Palestinian police officer Inst month were former mem- 
. of the Hamas military wing recruited by the Palestinian secu- 
nty services. 

After the Palestinian policeman was slain by Muslim activists, 
Nestinian National Authority carried out a wave of arrests 
^In# Islamists, 

The Palestinian police say they have uncovered a plot, financed 
tylran, to organize a series of attacks on Israeli settlers In Gaza, 


UN DENIES IRAQI CHARGES 
ON TELECOMM 

P™ NATIONS (AFP) — The United Nations on Monday denied 
an C i eS Britain and the United States had blocked .UN 
Rea™: ^telecommunications equipment for Iraq. . 
acting to an Iraqi government statement, the spokesman for 
o'Wor-food program, John Mills, told AFP that the United 
ns had not forwarded to the UN sanctions committee a 
u * 0I ’ a telecomm equipment allocation.. " 

WiJ? w i t * lat 3 telecomm expert was ih Iraq and that" the, 
couM k • • wi ^ be working with' the Iraqi government on whW 
e . purchased if the money is available." . j . . ■ ■ . ; > 


EGYPT BACKS ARAFAT'S PLANNED 
DECLARATION OF A STATE 


CAIRO (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat met 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Tuesday for 
talks on Middle East peace, 
including a deadline for a 
Palestinian state.’ 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Moussa told reporters the 
two men had discussed the 
deadlock in peace-making 
and Israel's May 17 election 
as well as Arafat’s declared 
intention to proclaim an 
independent state on May 
4. 

"Arafat said the May 4 
date still stands and will 
not .be changed," Moussa 
said. “He sees, ?nd we folly 
agree, that the issue of a 
state of Palestine is indis- 
putable." 

Moussa said there was 
growing international sup- 
port for. the creation of a 
i Palestinian state. ■ 

. Arafat has said he has the 
right to declare such a state 
; 'on : May 4,' but ; has faced 
strong international pres- 
sure, . Including from the 
United States 'arid Europe, 
.to delay the . nfove' in the 
.light .of r '| sriaielts general 
' electa iv 1$ frays ; v v 





Egyptian Proaldont Mubarak, right, moats PaUsHaau Prosldant Arafat la 
.Cairo Tuusdoy--. . 'ARRholo. 

' ’ Arafat said his talks with Minister ; / Benjamin -Im period laid down'. under 

Mpbarak had covered ‘‘the. Netanyahu in October. the Oslo accords .but , talks 

steps that we need to take: He said Israel was.resppn- bn so-called . final • Status 

on May 4," but did not elab. siWe ; '.for ;T«U«;h a ye^ e t ^o'b^lo in 

.'orate..-;'. / -I 

Arafat, who : later left 
!; Cqlro, \ blamed ; Israel ' for 
delaying implementation of 


orate. ;• '' rnri • ' 

Arafat; who later left Israel and the Fl1 .' ' ■' . . ; 

:i Cairo, ; blamed ; larael • for Pal«Utilans^W;^l|^; 

flaying Implementation of haVt-negW^ with 

the .Wye River agreements .peace setHeii!ieijttb^Mw^ t prt Bill Clinton.- 
He signed with Israeli Prime the end of a flve^rjnter; ‘ 
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KC-13S tanker at Forbes Field In Topeka, Kan. 
Tankers support U.S. F-15E Strike Eagles when 
they bomb Iraqi anti-aircraft sites. 

US FIGHTER PLANES BOMB 
IRAQI AIR DEFENSE SITES 

ANKARA, Ttirkey (AP) — US fighter jets bombed air defense sites in 
Iraq's northern "no-fly" zone Tuesday, the latest in four months of 
nedr-daily clashes. 

Air Force F-15s fined laser-guided bombs at several Iraqi anti-aircraft 
artillery sites west and south of tlie city of Mosul, said Captain 
Manning Brown, a spokesman for lncirlik airbase in Tlirkey. The pilots 
fired in self-defense after detecting several active radars. Brown said. 
All of the planes returned safely to lncirlik, in southern TUrkey. The 
Iraqi armed forces confirmed the strikes. The official Iraqi News 
Agency reported no 'damage or casualties. Ten waves of "hostile 
planes" flew over northern Iraq, carrying out 30 sorties, die news 
qgency said, quoting an unidentified military spokesman. 

"These planes bombed service installations and some sites of our 
weapons in the province of Nineveh. They dropped live bombs," INA 
said. Iraq's anti-aircraft defenses engaged the planes and forced them 
to flee, it said. 

IRAQ ACCUSES US OF BLOCK- 
ING POWER, WATER DEALS 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq on Tuesday accused the United Stares and 
Britain of blocking contracts for spare parts to upgrade its outdat- 
ed electricity and water purification systems. "A total of S 133.6 
million worth of contracts for the electricity sector and S67.6 mil- 
lion worth of contracts for water sanitation projects have not yet 
been approved by the jUN] sanctions committee," the trade min- 
istry said in a statement carried by the Iraqi News Agency. 

It said the US and British representatives at the UN sanctions 
committee were deliberately blocking these contracts "in order to 
cause more casualties among the Iraqi people because of short- 
ages of drinking water and power" 

On Monday, Baghdad accused the two countries of blocking 
contracts ro upgrade Its transport and telecommunications sys- 
tems under ah “oil for food" deal wirh the United Nations. 

Under the rules of the UN pact, all food, oil, and other contracts 
must be approved by a special committee at the world body's 
headquarters before shipments can be made. 

The ministry said the sanctions committee had not- approved 
contracts worth g total of S340 million under phase five of the 
deal which began in November and is expected to end in May. 
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Nobel prize winners were In Iraq on Tuesday fe 
observe the effects of sanctions en the Isolated 
couIpk Malread Corrigan, left, of Northern Ireland 
and Adolfo Perea, 2nd left, an arfs praffessor of 
Argentina, call for dialogue between Iraq and Hie 
western powers to solve the current, crisis. ' 


MARCH 10, 1999 — 'Ihe ^ 4^ 

QATAR TELLS COHEN 
IT OPPOSES STRIKES ON IRAQ 


AGENCIES — US Defense 
Secretary William Cohen on 
Tuesday encountered the first 
open opposition from a moder- 
ate Gulf ally to US and British 
bombing raids against Iraq's no- 
fly zones when Qatar's foreign 
minister called for an end to the 
almost daily strikes. 

“Wb do not wish to see Iraq 
bombed daily or these attacks 
which are being made in the no 
fly zones,” Sheik Hamad Ben 
Jassim Al Tliani told a joint news 
conference with Cohen follow- 
ing talks in this Gulf Emirate. * 

Hamad stressed that Iraq 
must obey UN Security Council 
resolutions but that his country 
disagreed with the almost daily 
bombings by US and British jets 
in response ro Iraqi anti-aircraft 
fire. 

It was the first open opposi- 
tion to die attacks encountered 
by Cohen on a busy tour of the 
Gulf to promote solidarity 
against Iraq, and he stressed 
that the attacks would continue 
as long as Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's defenses tar- 
geted American warplanes. 

“Sometimes we have our dif- 
ferences. I have to say this very 
frankly," Hamad told reporters 
in response to questions. 
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U.S. Defense Secretary William Cohen ,lef», talks to Kuwait's 
Defense Sheikh Salem Al Sabah up on his arrival at Kuwait I 
Airport on Tuesday. 


“We have different opinions 
in this. Bur let me tell you one 
thing: the main issue is how to 
bring peace and stability in the 
area." 

"We understand the position 
of the United States... in princi- 
ple I don’t think there is any dif- 
ference between us and the 


opinion of the United States," he 
added. 

Cohen arrived in Kuwait from 
Qatar Tuesday, the sixth and 
final stop on his Gulf tour. On his 
arrival Cohen - who is scheduled 
to go to Israel, Jordan and Egypt 
after Kuwait - immediately went 
into a meeting with Kuwait's 


ruler Sheik Jaber Al Ahiqid fi 
Sabah. 

During his two-day visit he is 
scheduled to hold talks rift 
senior Kuwaiti officials andiia 
US troops stationed In the Gif 
state for maneuvers or to sup- 
porr air patrols over the souih- 
em no-fly zone over Iraq. 


US BOMBING 
IN IRAQ CONTINUES 


WASHINGTON (DPA) - US and British 
warplanes are bombing Iraq almost 
daily, striking at.missii? batteries, radar 
stations, air defenses. Sometimes they 
miss and hit civilian homes or the 
pumping station on an oil pipeline. 

"Self-defense" is the official justifica- 
tion for the attacks, because for the 
past two months Iraqi military have 
been attacking the planes and pilots 
enforcing the no-fly zones over north- 
ern and southern Iraq that were 
declared after the Gulf War by the 
British, Americans and French. 

"Quiet war" would be a better 
description, say critical observers in 
Washington. US government officials 
are hardly contradicting them. 

"It's a mini undeclared war," one 
high-ranking official in the State 
Department recently told the 
Washington Post. 

The military is busily obfuscating the 
fact that outdated Iraqi missile systems 
and fighter jets are hardly likely to hit 
any of the allied warplanes. 

Frequently the US and British air 
strikes follow hours after one of their 
planes was illuminated by Iraqi radar, 
something the allied forces consider 
the first move in an attack. 

In most cases the allied strikes are 
carried out by planes other than the 


odes which were illuminated and often 
strike totally different targets, accord- 
ing to US media quoting unidentified 
Pentagon sources. 

The official statements on these inci- 
dents are terse and don’t contain much 
detail. They are trying to draw as little 
attention to these incidents .as possible, 
in order not to awaken undue interest 
by Congress, the public or Arab allies. 

Strategists iu the Pentagon nnd White 
House were actually thankful when Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein suddenly 
ordered his troops to target US and 
British warplanes over the no-Ily zones 
after the four-day bombing campaign 
dubbed Desert Fox in December. 

That move gave them the opportuni- 
ty to complete the unfinished task of 
destroying important military struc- 
tures in Iraq that escaped the December 
campaign without ' having to declare 
open war - and all the costs and politi- 
cal ramifications this would bring with 
It. 

What is more this strategy answers 
the "what now?” question posed by 
many analysts after the December 
strikes brought an end to the UN mis- 
sion to eliminate Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Saddam Hussein and his' regime were 
left remarkably unscathed ; by. 


December's massive strikes. Iraq still 
seems to be devoid of any credible 
opposition and a military coup appearc 
to be little more than a case of wishful 
thinking. 

Since the end of December, allied 
planes have made 30 strikes against 
Iraqi installations. According to official 
statistics, US and Royal Air Force plane* 
have destroyed 104 targets since then, 
much more than they hit in their font- 
day bombing campaign. 

In the quiet war, they have dropped 
.274 bombs on Iraq, some packing more 
than 900 kilos of high explosives. 1n0 
have destroyed about 25 percent ° 
Iraq's air defenses, 

On the other hand, the Iraqis M* 
managed to restore some of the. ttijp® 
hit in December, the Pentagon*# 

The Americans are .hoping .tna J". 

addition to the material effect or PK 

bombing campaign there will b* a .P 
cliological one! ‘'The m’eisage lli.at r 

are sending both mill caHly;a n d, . 
ly inside Iraq is this is spipeojie [W. 
pus to have As a leader," 58 ^ 
Cordesman , an , Iraq r 
Washington, policy advisory 
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IRANIAN LEADER IN ITALY 
ON PIONEERING THREE-DAY TRIP 




SynpaHiInn of Hie Iranian oppoiHlon-ln-exilo dago a 
ptOMful demonstration against Khatami in Roms yesterday, 
fatar on the loft shows photo of Maryam Ra|avi, President 
•tad of Hit National Council off Resistance of Iran. 


TEHERAN (DPA) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami called in Italy 
Tuesday for closer ties 
between Europe and Iran at 
the outset of the first visit 
by an Iranian head of state 
to a Western country since 
the Islamic revolution in 
1979. 

“My visit should enable 
us to improve our relations 
with Italy and Europe," 
Khatami said in Rome. 

The Iranian President was 
first taken to the Quirinale 
presidential palace to meet 
President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro. 

On Thursday Khatami is 
expected to become the 
first Iranian president ro 
meet Pope John Paul II. The 
encounter will bring togeth- 
er the heads of the world’s 
two largest faiths, as Iran 
currently chairs the Islamic 
Conference Organization. 

During the Iranian 
leader’s meeting with the 
Italian president, several 
thousand Iranians critical of 
the Islamic regime in 
Teheran demonstrated 
nearby. They were joined by 
a group of Italian politi- 
cians, who also oppose the 
visit, saying it will give 


respectability to a regime 
with a poor human rights 
record. 

Both Prime Minister 
Massimo D’Alenla and 
Foreign Minister Limber to 
Dini have stressed human 
rights will be high on the 
agenda, and they will urge 
Khatami to adopt non-pro- 
liferation policies. 

The itinerary marks a 
new phase in the sometime 
stormy relations between 
the European Union nnd 
Iran. 

Refore leaving Teheran 
Khatami said his visit 
marked the "opening of a 
new chapter” in bilateral 
ties and relations with the 
EU. 

Khatami, a reformist who 
lias been president since 
1997, lias been trying to 
reduce the influence of rad- 
ical conservative clerics on 
politics in Iran. 

In a bulletin on the visit, 
the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said Italy was 
ban's most important trad- 
ing partner in Europe, witli 
a trade volume of around 
two billion dollars. 

Foreign Minister Kaiual 
Kharrazi is also a member 
of the Iranian delegation. 
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SPEAKER OF TURKISH PARLIAMENT VISITS ISRAEL 


TIL AVIV (AFP) — The speaker of Tlirkey's 
Filament, Hikmet Cetin, arrived in Israel 
Tuesday for four days of talks witli Israeli 
ind Palestinian leaders. 

In the latest sign of the burgeoning rela- 
n'wuhip between Tlirkey and Israel, Cetin 
wl holds talks with virtually the entire 
Ivaeli leadership. Including Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Foreign Minister Ariel 
and President Ezer Weizman. 


"My visit to Israel will focus on all the 
aspects of our bilateral relations and the 
international situation, as well as the 
Middle East peace process, which is very 
important to Turkey,” Cetin said before 
leaving Ankara. 

Thursday Cetin will meet with Palestinian 
leaders. 

Diplomatic and military ties, between 
Israel and Turkey have flourished since they 


signed a defense cooperation pact in 1996 
- sparking the suspicion of the two coun- 
tries' Arab neighbors and Iran who feared 
an alliance of the region’s two main military 
powers. 

Last week Sharon’s deputy, Ministry 
Director General Eitan Ben-Bur, visited 
Turkey and asked for Ankara's help in 
improving Israel's strained relations with 
the Arab world. 


US ENVOY IN TURKEY TO RESTART CYPRUS TALKS 


WKARA , Turkey (AP) — A US talks with Greece over the 
l,r 8 e d Hirkey on divided island of Cyprus, blit 
uesday t 0 resume stalled Tlirkey insisted Greece would 

SPAIN OPEN TO EXPANSION 
°F US ROTA MILITARY BASE 

a 01 ® IR) Spain Is open to the expansion of a strategically 
naval base at Rota in southern Spain, Foreign Minister 
Matures said on Thesday. V . . 

»«es and -US Deputy. Secretary of State Strobe Tblbott dis- 
the base, which supports the US '6th Fleet in the 
at *d was a key staging post during ilie.GulfWqr. at a 

JS ^ as 311 °P en attitude with re&pect' tq this Expansion, 
nothing has been agreed .yet," Mdtutes told reporters, 
hjT® . 1 the question of funding was stillunderdiscussjon. 

•ion and 18 k** 6 ^ u< ^ es an aircraft intclligence^gathering opera-: 
^|L* erves hig US military cargoaircnift flyingto. drid 6pm: 
^ ,a die . Mediterranean. If is che mpin, US ’- fnilitary : 

Uj^iningln Spqjn. v/ . ; w 1 . .! Iv 


first have to renounce any sup- 
port for Kurdish rebels. 

Thomas Miller, the State 
Department's coordinator for 
Cyprus, met with Foreign 
Minister Ismail Cem in the first 
such talks since TUrkey intensi- 
fied accusations that Greece 
was backing the outlawed 
Kurdish Labor Party. qr'PKK. 

Turkish commandos cap- 
tured PKK leader Abdullah- 
Ocalan in Kenya on Feb. 15 
after he left the Greek ambas- 
sador's residence there. . 

Ocalan; was carpyjng a Greek 
Cypriot passpqrt; Angered. 
Turkish ' Cypriot ; Iteaders 
announced there ^Ould.be no 
■ further 1 '; discussions 'on the 
’ reunification : of ■ fhev island - 
. which Is sflit betW&ri lUfkish 


Cypriots and Greek Cypriots. 

Greek Cypriots claim the 
passport was forged. 

• Asked to comment, on 
Miller's visit, Turkish Prime ’ 
Minister Bulent Ecevlt .asked, 
"WHat do you expect us to talk 
about while Greece gives sup- 
port to terrorism?" 

Miller is scheduled to travel 
to Cyprus after talks in Greece. 
He, expressed optimism that 
the sides would return to talks 
despite the latest friction over 
the PKK. "Progress in Cyprus 
has; always been difficult." 
Miller told . reporters; “But l 
believe that despite thd prob- 
lems 9 Solution can be found 
that qan address the concerns 
■■ of both sides!": . ; 


AP Photos 


Iran's President Mohammad Khatami ftps a hot 
drink after meeting with Italian Forolgn Minister 
Lam her to Din I, In Rome's Clam pine Military 

Airport , on Tuesday. 


ABDULLAH OCALAN'S 
BROTHER VOWS TO 
CONTINUE WAR FOR 
KURDISH STATE 
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ADAM'S 'LIFE IN DANGER' FROM HARDLINE^} 


HARD LI NB ropubllcan# are 
believed lo have launched a 
plet to kill Oerry Adame 
because el hie support for 
the Good Friday Agreement 
and Sinn Fein's dedal oft le 
leihe its sente In Northern 
Ireland'* "partitionist" 
assembly. 

T he Sinn Fein president was 
warned by police in Northern 
Ireland Iasi week that his life 
was in danger from dissidents who 
believe he has “sold out” the move- 
ment. 

The warning, which came weeks 
after a senior republican source told 
the Guardian that Adams's life was in 
daqger, added to a growing sense of 
gloom about the peace process. 

Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, yesterday (Mon) set the 
first anniversary of the signing of the 


Good Friday Agreement as a new 
deadline for Sinn Fein and tire Ulster 
Unionists to reach agreement on the 
disarming of paramilitaries. 

Adams, who warned yesterday of a 
“big time" crisis in the peace process, 
is rejecting Unionist demands for the 
iRA to begin the process of decom- 
missioning before republicans can 
take their seats in Northern Ireland's 
new executive. Republicans have 
accused the Unionists of attempting 
to impose an unacceptable precondi- 
tion which, they say, will only serve 
to strengthen the hand of dissident 
republicans. 

A senior republican source high- 
lighted the threat in a recent 
Guardian interview with a warning 
that Adams would be shot by republi- 
can opposed to his leadership if 
Unionists pressed ahead with rheir 
demands. 

The threat was confirmed last 


T|ie Guardian 


week the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
told Adams' lawyer that there was 
now a serious threat to his life. Bara 
McGrory, the Sinn Fein president's 
lawyer, said: “I was advised by some- 
one of a senior rank in the RUC of a 
perceived threat to Adams from an 
alleged republican source." Sinn Fein 
said that it was taking the threat seri- 
ously. 

It was not dear last night which 
dissident group was threatening the 
life of Adams, who was shot and seri- 
ously injured by loyalist paramili- 
taries in the . 1980s. However, the 
threat is likely to come from the two 
republican groups which are opposed 
to Sinn Fein's support for the Good 
Friday Agreement. 


The Continuity IRA, the paramili- 
tary wing or Republican Sinn l-'ein 
which broke away from the 
Provisionals in 1986, is the only 
republican group not observing a 
ceasefire. The other mnin dissident 
group is (he Real IRA, which broke 
away from the Provisionals in 1997 
and which was responsible for last 
summer's Omagh bombing. 

The news of the threat to Adams 
came on the eve oT the second meet- 
ing between the Ulster Unionist Party 
and Sinn Fein to discuss the weapons 
issue. Adams warned yesterday of a 
crisis in the peace process if the 
Government does not stand up in 
Unionist pressure on the arms issue. 

Speaking after Ms Mowlam 
announced Good Friday as the new 
deadline for agreement. Adams said: 
The fact that the British Government 
pur up yet another deadline means 
we are into crisis, big time." Ms 


< lowla P m 

Slim Fein and the Ulster 
would have until 2 ^ 
agreement on the weapons isatk 
statement the North,™ S 
Secretary said she would cjHin, 
mg of the assembly in thtM 
before Easter to set up the new® 

unve. Harlier in Dublin Ms 

S'gned four treaties with the 
Government which established fc 
institutions setting up the (*j 
Friday Agreement. 

A new loyalist group, caBed^ 
Black Friday Brigade, has threap 
lo attack businesses in Nonlw 
Ireland unless they end all. con*, 
with the Irish Republic. Pob're d 
investigating a letter which watan 
io businesses by . the previous^ 
unheard of group. 

By Nicholas Watt In Lomfonl 
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CLINTON TOUTS PEACEFUL USE OF 
US MILITARY IN CENTRAL AMERICA 




CHINA'S CONGRESS DEBATES 
CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 


BEtylNG (R) — China's parlia- 
ment began debating landmark 
constitutional amendments on 
Tuesday, including provisions to 
boost the private secror and 
enshrine the rule oriaw. 

The legislative body also 
began formal consideration or 
China's first unified contracts 
law, whidi is intended to ease 
foreign investment and techno- 
logical cooperation with China. 

The National People's 
Congress (NPC) is expected to 
pass next week the contract law 
and all six amendments put for- 
ward by the ruling Communist 
Party, amounting to a bold revi- 
sion of the constitution, first 
promulgated in 1954. 

The NPC, formally the highest 
organ of government, lias never 
rejected a Communist Party pro- 
posal. 

Instead of being a ‘'comple- 
ment 1 ' to the socialist economy, 
the private sector will be to me 
ail "important component" 
under the proposed changes. 
Another amendment will state 
that China '•will carry out rule of 
law." 

"The government is moving 
in the direction of according 
more respect to laws and the 
constitution," said one Western 
diplomat. 

“While in the past maybe this 
. could be dismissed as purely a 
cynical exercise, that would be 
less fair to say this time 
around."- 

NPC delegates said the 
amendments would provide an 
ideological boost to private 
business. Entrepreneurs hope 
they, will translate into easier 
access to capital. 

China's non-state sector, 



IWo Moslem delegates follow the various speeches 
by China's lop legislative officials during the third 
session of the National People's congross (NPC) at 
the Oroal Hall of the People In Bel|ing yesterday. 

whidi includes private enter- access to credit In a banking 


prises, accounts for 70 percent 
of gross domestic product.- 
Ordinary Chinese hope the 
amendments will also mean less 
arbitrary rale by minor offidals 
and less corruption, ' 

Chinese’ economist Fan Gang, 
director of. . die National 
Institute of Economic Research, 
said he was skeptical , private 
firms would Have Imjfiedlate 


system dominated by state- 
owned banks reluctant-ro lend 
to smaller firms, 

"The central government 
since last year started to 
encourage the banks to give 
more loans to small and medi- 
um-sized private and non-state 
companies, but the whole sys- 
tem Is still not working that 
way," Fan said. . . . 


"To have more loans to the 
private sector, we need the 
development of non-suite 
banks - that will take quite a 
long time." 

A top legislator told the NPC 
the contracts law would replace 
a juinble of regulations that 
have hampered foreign invest- 
ment and technological cooper- 
ation. 

“The draff contracts law 
tabled today has an enlarged 
20-member standing commit- 
tee.'’ Other amendments 
include elevating “Deng 
Xiaoping Theory" - a 
euphemism for the lare patri- 
arch's market reforms - to the 
level of state ideology, putting it 
on a par with Marxism-Leninism 
and Mao Zedong Thought in 
the Chinese Communist pan- 
theon. 

Another clause would elimi- 
nate "countei -revolutionary" 
crimes, considered a relic of the 
Maoist era, 

Thai would be replaced, how- 
ever, with a safeguard against 
"activities endangering state 
security" - a broadly interpreted 
law that has already been used 
to jail pro-democracy activists. 

Amendments need the 
approval of two-thirds of the 
parliament's 2,978 deputies. 

Communist China's first con- 
stitution was adopted in 1954, 
five years after the end of the 
Chinese Civil War, The NPC lias 
since promulgated three new 
constitutions, the most recent 
in 1982. 

Amendments' were made ill 
1988 - and 1993.;' to reflect 
changes in an economy fuelled 
by sweeping reforms unleashed 
by Deng. 


US REJECTS CHINESE 
WARNING ON TAIWAN 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The US State Department chided (fe 
authorities lor warning the Unired Slates against helping hiwi 
develop a defense against missile attacks. 

"Instead of worrying about a decision that has not been ire!. 1 
to deploy defensive technologies that do not yet exist, th 
Chinese should focus on the regional and global proliferation cl 
missiles.” Srate Department spokesman James P. Rubin h'J 
Monday. 

He noted the Taiwanese are assessing their own capabilities ar-l 
needs, and therefore it is too early to comment about their 
lions. On Friday, Chinn warned that any US transfer or rai'.: 
defense lechnnliigy in Taiwan would he the “last straw" andiwit 
"certainly lead to serious consequences." 

Rubin said the United States will fulfill its security commiBncm- 
to Taiwan and will cnnriiuie to assist rhe island, which the gw 
menl in Beijing considers a renegade province, in meeting Iff® 
male defensive needs. 

He said Secretary of Stale Madeleine Albright made the sw 
points to Chinese authorities last week during a visit to Beijing 

In Taipei, Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui told US m®. 1 
William Perry lli.il China's military threat against fhiwan forcestiw 
island to study joining a regional missile defense arrangement. 

“ Basically, if China didn’t consider Taiwan an enemy, dropped to 
hegemonic attitude and large-scale missile Installations along d« 
mainland coast, then there wouldn't be any reason" for a irbw 
defense system, Lee said, according Lo a statement rcleasedbj 
office. 




ON SALVADOR (AP) — US 
Mdent Bill Clinton is salut- 
i “new" Central America 
I Z highlighting che relief . 
[ work of American troops here, E 

neantioshutthedoor forever | 

on die dark side of US military 

f jmofwuient in the region. 

[ •yift come to see what wc 
! a, do together to help you 
1. lebulldT after Hurricane Mitch, 

[ Cliiton said in greeting 
[ sjftadoran President Armando 
^deion Sol at San Salvador’s 
Compala International Airport 

on Monday night. 

Hie problems of the future 
m our shared problems. The 
. promise of the future is our 

shared promise," Clinton said. 

Clinton was flying to Soto 
Cano Air Base in Honduras on 
, Hiesday to underscore a new, 
constructive partnership 
' between the United States and 
ill neighbors to the South. 
Clinton planned a little 
schmoozing in the mess hall 
before addressing some of the 
520 American personnel who 
reside on base with 800 
Hondurans. 

From there, he was visiting 
Tegucigalpa's Juan Molina 
Bridge, wiped out by Mirch 
ad restored by 50 Marines in 
i week last month. 

Emphasizing the positive, he 
glossed over sore spots in the 
IIS relationship with Central 

BRITAIN'S FM 
IN TALKS 
ON SIERRA 
LEONE, NIGERIA 

ABUJA (AFP) — British Foreign 
SwretaTy Robin Cook on 
Monday met top Nigerian and 
Sierra Leonean officials for talks 
based on resolving the crisis in 
war-tom west African coun- 
I[ y. offidals said. 

Ihe British minister, on a two- 
ky visit here, met ills Nigerian 
“wiHpart Ignatius Oiisemeka, 
Hilary ruler General Abdul 
Abu Bakar, and Sierra 
LMlwan President Ahmad Tejan 
in a series of meetings 
: jfc Nigerian capital Abuja, . 
i Nigerian .and Sierra 

officials said. The meet- 
, ‘"Pfa* place on the first full 
%°fa two day visit to Nigeria 
!■ • Making his first visit to 

. foreign secretary. 

who flew into Nigeria 

7^ alsQ met retired gene* 

| Obasanjo, the mi,n 

i ,ast week as Nigeria's 
^president-elect, due to take 
Abu Bakar on May 29. 

; the m «t'ngs. Cook 

j ■J&bbah were travelling sep- 
:■ officials added. 

r ;$$;!* OHasaqjo 

! ■'SV,- 



AP photo 


President Clinton greets 
northwestern Nicaragua, 

America, namely trade and 
immigration. And Tuesday, as 
he outlined a stopgap $25 mil- 
lion in US aid to Honduras, the 
worst hit by lasr fall's storms, 
Clinton was to make a detailed 
argument for the S956 million 
aid package held lip in 
Congress by unrelated political 
issues. 

The United States lias main- 
tained a military presence in 
Honduras, around 500 person- 
nel, since 1984 when it set up 
shop to support the Contras 
and other non-communist 
insurgents in Central America's 
bloody civil wars. 

On the first of his four days 
traveling the region and sur- 
veying the aftermath of Mitch, 


i people In Posoltega, 
on Monday. 

Clinton said work remained to 
undo the legacy of the 1980s, 
when the United States was 
perceived here as meddle- 
some, or worse. 

"In times past, there was 
conflict, turbulence and dis- 
trust." Clinton told 
Nicaraguans on Monday near 
the mudslide-ravaged town of 
Posolrega. "But now we are 
bound together in our com- 
mon commitment to democra- 
cy." 

Nicaraguan President 

Arnoldo Aleman said it has 
helped that US troops. 5.300 ar 
peak deployment, swept into 
Central America so soon after 
Milch to pluck survivors from 
mud and floodwaters. then 


stayed to rebuild a country 
that US forces had occupied 
from 1909 to 1925. 

"The hands of friends, the 
hands of US soldiers have been 
with us and have left their 
mark on the works and the 
roads that we Nicaraguans can 
now walk once again," Aleman 
said. 

While Clinton promised 
Central America nearly S 1 bil- 
lion in hurricane reconstruc- | 
tion help, partisan fights 
stalled the money on Capital 
Hill. Republicans are demand- 
ing that Clinton offset the 
reconstruction aid through 
reductions in food stamps and 
welfare assistance. 

Clinton told reporters he 
would, when he returned to 
Washington, work with House 
Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-11L, 
to untangle the legislation. “It 
doesn't have anything to do 
with the merits" of the hill, 
Clinton said. "That's encourag- 
ing." 

Meanwhile, he was annonne- . 
mg Tuesday an immediate 
package for Honduras, which 
sustained nil estimated S3.4 
billion in storm damage, 
including nearly 83.000 homes 
destroyed. 


GOLD PROSPECTS 
N THE FALKLANDS 



BEIJING — Chinese President Jiang Zemin will visit Italy, 
Switzerland and Austria from March 20 to March 30, the foreign 
ministry said Tliesday. Spokesman Zhu Bangzao said Jiang s trip 
to Switzerland and Austria would be the “first ever vjsit by a 
head of srate of China." He said Jiang’s visit would reciprocate 
those made here by the heads of the three countries. China 
enjoys good relations with the three countries, Zhu said, adding 
that Jiang's visit would further promote the development of 
friendly and cooperative relations — Agence France Presss. 
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BUENOS AIRES.LONDON (AFP) — Britain's 
Prince Charles arrived in Buenos Aires 
Tuesday on a three-day visit to Argentina in 
which he will meet President Carlos Menein 
before heading on to Uruguay and the 
Falkland Islands. 

The visit is seen here as part of an effort to 
improve ties following the 1982 Falklands 
war. 

Prince Charles will honour the dead on 
both sides of the war, laying wreaths In 
Buenos Aires-and at several locations on the 
south Atlantic Islands. ' v 

In London, Gold prosectors on Tuesday 
said they had found gold In streams dinning 
through the barren Falkland Islands, indicat; 
ing reserves that they hope to 1 mine on a 
commercial basis. 

..Cambridge Mineral Resources, a small 
British mining company, said it had enjoyed 
"encouraging results" , from recent explo- 
ration of the islands' mineral wealth. 

' The company said that it had -recovered 
gold from streams in three distinct areas of 
the South Atlantic Islands, Indicating a num- 
ber of different gold reserves. 

.■ It hopes to secure financing to exploit the 
reserves under its Falkland Islands prospect- 
■ipg licence. ' ' : ; 

V,:’ Sovereignty of the islands is istlll the; sub- 
ject' pf; dispute betwptn pritaln -.ana 
^ Argentina, which. lays a constitutional claim 
\\ to the islands, known in Buenos Aires as.U 
' ; Malvina^ '■ ' • • ■’ 


NAIROBI — Some 100 people were killed when two rival Kenyan 
tribes fought during a cattle rustling raid ill the northwestern 
TUrkana district last week, a local newspaper reported Tuesday. 
The Daily Nation newspaper quoted Anglican bishop Stephen 
Kewnsis as saying that he personally counted the bullet-riddled 
bodies of 100 people at the scene or the fighting, which rook 
place on Thursday. Among the dead were 28 women, who are 
believed to have been raped before being shot, ami at least 15 
children below the age of 1 2, the bishop added, T lie fighting pit- 
ted Turkann tribesmen against an estimated 1.000 Pokot war- 
riors who invaded Turkann villages to steal livestock. Seventeen 
ocher people have been hnspitalized with bullet wounds - 
Agence France Pressc. 




ERFURT — Thirteen people were injured Tuesday when two pas- 
senger trains collided at Erliirt station, eastern Germany, police 
said, in the latest in a string of accidents to tarnish the image of 
die state-run rail company, Deutsche Balm. The locomotive and 
four cars were damaged, and one of the casualties was taken lo 
hospital, they said. The cause of the accident was not immedi- 
ately known. Deutsche Balm has suffered more than half a 
dozen other accidents since the start of the year. In the worst 
incident, two people died and 34 others were injured -—Agence 
France Presse. 


DHAKA — Police detained a young man and his fiancee for five 
hours for kissing in public, an offense in predominantly Muslim 
Bangladesh, a newspaper reported Tuesday. Policemen picked 
up the couple Monday night from a downtown Dhaka park, the 
Bang! a Bazar newspaper reported. The two were let off with 
warning. They could have been fined up to 1 ,000 takas ($20). 
Police refused to confirm or deny the newspaper report. 
Bangladesh's conservative society discourages public sltow of 
affection even between married men and women — Associated 
Press. 


BUDAPEST — Almost 900 people have been evacuated from 
their homes due to 'heavy floods in northern Hungary, officials 
said Tliesday. Water from melting snow covered almost 350,000 
hectares of land, threatening 200 villages with 7-, 500 homes. So 
fori more than 30 homes have collapsed and several roads have 
been dosed. In one. town; Tiszavasyari.copCerns have beef) | 
raised that a huge chemical plant would be flooded, local offi- 
cials say. ! President Afpad GoencZ called' for donations Monday 
to help those evacuated Agence friince Pressc. 
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Local revenues during the period included JOD 24 million 
(income and profit tax). JOD 1 1 m (tax on Joint stock coni pa- 
nies),JOD 7.7m (persons), JOD 1.8m (employees). 

T^xes on local transactions amounted to JOD II 0m, general 
sales tax JOD 102m, foreign trade tax JOD 79m. additional tax 
JOD 14,5m. 

Total current expenditures during the period amounted to 
JOD 376m (salaries and wages JOD 77m, purchases JOD 20m. 
due loan interests JOD 51, supply subsidies JOD 77m, pension 
transfers JOD 1.2m, social security transfers JOD 2m. corpora- 
tion subsidies JOD 1.8m, Palestinian emigrants JOD 14m. 
University and Municipality subsidies JOD 1 24m). 

Total capital expenses amounted to JOD 30m, net loans JOD 
1 .8m — Petra. 


A seminar will be held today, organized by the Young 
Entrepreneurs Association ( YEA ) and the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation, on the reason behind the creation of the Euro, its 
effect on Europe and trading partners 
Since its launching on Jan 4 1999, only little information has 
been published in the Arabic press about the EURO and as the 
European Union is the Middle East’s main trading partner, it is 
considered of utmost importance to hold this seminar, 

At the seminar, the Middle East Representative of the 
German Commerzbank. Mr. Hans Georg Pimer, will give a pre- 
sentation addressing the impact on the EURO on Europe and 
its trading partners. 

I A representative of the European Commission Delegation in 
Jordan, who will participate at the event as a European coun- 
terpart, will speak on the EURO, its political and institutional 
background. • 

The meeting will conclude with an interactive panel discus- 
sion among the European experts and a number of experienced 
Jordanian bankers and investors. 

The seminar will take place at the Radisson Hotel. Petra Hall 
from 4 - 7 pm — The Arab Daily. 


BAGHDAD — Iraqi Oil Minister Amer Rashid on Tuesday 
accused Saudi Arabia and Kuwait of working to lower oil prices 
for the sake of the United States. 

“The. fall in prices is the result of an alliance between Saudi 
and Kuwaiti leaders with the United States." he charged, quot- 
ed by the official daily Al-Qadissiya. 

General Rashid also accused the Saudi kingdom, the world’s 
largest producer, of"floodlng the oil market" with cheap crude. 

Ahead of an OPEC meeting on March 23 in Vienna, he 
renewed an Iraqi call for Saudi Arabia to cut its output by 1.5 
million barrels a day (bpd) "in the interests oF all producers.” 

Saudi Arabia raised its output from 5.4 million bpd to more 
than eight million bpd to make up for the loss of Iraqi oil after 
the 1990 invasion of Kuwait, when UN sanctions were imposed 
on Baghdad. 

Iraq has since December 1996 been authorized to sell a fixed 
amount of oil In return for Imports of humanitarian supplies — 
Agence France Presse. 


I TOKYO — Japan’s Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. said Tuesday it may 
cut its domestic sales target to less than a million units In the 
year to next March, the worst level for 30 years. , 

"It is more likely that we woulfl project our domestic sales 
target to less 1 than one rrtilllon units because the prolonged 
■ recession, his pushed down qew car sales demands at home," 
a Nissan spokesman said . .■ . . • : 

That target' would likely be Just 910,Qb0 units, down : 
10.0,000 ( units* from Its . original, forecast, the Nlhoh Kelzai ,i 
! Shlmbun business daily said- .. . * - ■ . . : » 
In the: 1 1 niopths to February, -NUSan's domestic sales were i 
down 10 percent at 740,000 pnit^ the .Nihqn /Kebsal said; even ! 

: (hough the targct for'.'tye yearj to M^h .^as l.l million units 

• ; 'J'V, 
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KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Conglomerate Renong Bhd. 
may have averted the threat of 
liquidation under a seven-year 
debt restructuring plan but its 
fate depends on Malaysia's eco- 
nomic recovery, analysts said 
Ttiesday. 

Most analysts cast doubt 
over the ability of the Malaysian 
equity market ro absorb a huge 
bond issue to raise money amid 
tight liquidity and an economic 
slump. 

Under the scheme unveiled 
Monday, Renong's unit tailored 
operator Projek Lebuhraya 
Utara Selatan Bhd. (PLUS) 
would make a bond issue of 
8.41 billion ringgit (S2.2 bn 
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PLUS will lend 5.45 billion to 
Renong and the remaining to 
Renong affiliate United 
Engineers Bhd. (UEM) to repay 
their creditors in full. Both 
Renong and UEM will pledge 
their listed slimes to PLUS, 
while Renong is also to transfer 
some land to UEM as pait of the 
deal. 

Renong, a powerful entity 
linked to Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad's niling 
United Malays National 
Organization, controls a clutch 
of listed units with interests 
ranging from infrastructure, 
construction and financial ser- 
vices to property development. 

Analysrs estimate the group's 
total outstanding debts at more 
than 20 billion ringgit, or about 
five percent of the total bank 
loans. 

Details of the long-awaited 
revamp pushed the stock mar- 
ket to rise 1.7 percent at the 
end or morning trade, with 
shares of both Renong and UEM 
flat at 80.5 sen and 2.19 ringgit 
respectively. 

A senior analyst with a local 
brokerage said the proposal 
"buys time" for the Renong 
group by switching its s lion- 
term debts into long-term lia- 
bilities. 

“Tile breathing space will 
allow them to get their affairs 
in order and to dispose their 
non-core assets at the right 
price. 


“But nothing has changed 
fundamentally. The group is still 
saddled with liabilities but it is 
better than letting the company 
go bust," said the analyst who 
declined to be named. 

Others cited concerns 
whether there would be buyers 
Tor PLUS bunds, of which 83 
percent or 6.96 billion ringgit is 
targeted at new investors for 
cash. 

“This might not be easily 
achieved. The credit rating for 
the PLUS bonds will come 
under scrutiny." said Chong 
Khuat Hock, head of equities at 
Dresdner, Kleinwort and 
Benson. 

Although the bonds carry a 
10 percent yield which is higher 
than market rates, it remains to 
be seen whether there would 
be sufficient interest, he said. 

Cliong agreed that the plan 
offered a “fair deal" for credi- 
tors but cast doubts over 
Renong's ability to fork out 
8.75 billion ringgit to repay 
PLUS by 2006. UEM on the 
other hand, must repay PLUS 
5.86 billion. 

"Divesting its assets at good 
market prices will not be so 
easy. It will all depend on the 
country's economic fortunes 
and the quality of manage- 
ment." he said. 

Chong remained cautious 
about the scheme, noting that 
there had been no change in 
the management largely 


responsible for the group's 
overgeared posirion and bad 
investment decisions. 

Renong chairman Halim Saad 
reportedly said lie would con- 
tinue at the helm but added the 
ultimate decision was up to 
shareholders. New directors are 
to be appointed to the board 
later this week. 

One infrastructure analyst 
said the scheme was seen ns 
positive as the government had 
taken a back seat, unlike an ear- 
lier plan by Renong to raise 
10.5 billion ringgit state-backed 
bonds that sparked criticism of 
an official bailout. 

But he noted that the govern- 
ment had last week extended 
PLUS' toll concession on the 
North-South Expressway for 1 2 
years as a “sweetener" for PLUS 
as its debts are expected to 
double to nearly 16 billion. 

In addition, the government 
also extended the repayment 
period for PLUS soft loans 
worth 2.75 billion ringgit until 
all commercial loans are set- 
tled. Banks are also allowed to 
use PLUS bonds as part of their 
loan base as an incentive for 
them to buy. 

But the analysr said the 
whole restructuring process 
had failed ro deal with the out- 
standing debt obligations of 
Renong's other companies, 
adding that the group was still 
“not out of the woods yet." 


GAINS ON INDIA STOCK PRICES CONTINUE 


BOMBAY (AFP) — Share prices on the 
Indian stock markets are set to extend their 
strong rally on the back of an investor- 
friendly national udget unveiled 10 days 
ago, brokers and analysts said Tuesday. 

Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha offered 
a raft of incentives in his February 27 bud- 
get aimed at boosting market sentiment 
and reversing more than two years of eco- 
nomic slowdown. 

The index has, so far risen about 500 
points, or 16 percent, from its pre -budget 
level of 3,234 points. Brokers said 110 of 
the more than 7,000 scrips on the BSE had 
touched 52-week price highs. 

"The rally is deep as well as widespread. 
There is a lot of domestic and foreign buy- 
ing support," said broker Gaurav Sanghvi. 

The breadth of the rally Is very convinc- 
ing and does not seem to be a flash in the 
pan," he added. 

The Bombay Stock Exchange sensitive 
index has registered gains every day since 
the budget, with the exception of Thursday 
when It dipped one percent. on profit-tak- 
ing. 

The rally was sustained Tbesday with the 
index gaining 38.19 points, or one percent, 
In morning trading. Sinha's budget 
announced concessions to the domestic 
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capital goods industry, computer software, 
pharmaceuticals, mutual funds, food pro- 
cessing, housing and other sectors. 

The stock exchange had greeted Sinha's 
package with a five-percent gain In a spe- 
cial full-day trading session on budget day. 

The central Reserve Bank oF India (RBI) 
followed up Monday with cuts in the bank 
rate, repo rate and the cash reserve ratio, 
signaling lower interest rates and an esti- 
mated cash injection of around 830 million 
dollars into the banking system. 

India's largest bank, the State Bank of 
India, and several other state-owned banks 
cut lending rates by one percentage point 
' to 1 2 percent. 

Brokers said foreign portfolio investors 
were setting the market trend by picking 
: up large numbers of shares in key scrips 


while domestic speculators and retail 
investors were widening the rally. "There 
are currently no negatives in the market. 
The market feels the budget has been good 
and is optimistic orindustrial rcviv.nl," said 
broker Ajit Ambnni. 

Analyst Devesh Kumar, at Dutch broker- 
age ABN AMRO Equities Asia, predicted 
that the BSE index would rise a further 100- 
to-200 points before any major correction. 

"Currently the market is very euphoric," 
Kumar said, adding that there was also 
more confidence about the political situation. 

“The survival of the government, despite 
all attempts to pull it down by the (opposi- 
tion) Congress party and trouble from its 
allies, has given confidence to investors," 
he said. But Kumar warned that the mar- 
ket s buoyant mood could prove as superfi- 
cial as its pre-budget cynicism. 

"Both euphoria and cynicism are aberra- 
tions. The market should take stock of fun- 
damentals as well and not just sentiments," 
he added, The BSE's previous high of about 
4.50b points wqs Wfed ia J994 s but the 
Index: began’ fo ^bt|^market rtfprm). 
foundered, and regional market turmoil 
added to domestic political uncertainties, 
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No cables, wo hassle, no workers! 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's electronics powerliousfe SqiTgS 
Tuesday unveiled a major business reshuffle in which it wit* 
control of its lucrative PlayStation game maker affiliate 

Sony's share price surged on the Tokyo stock market dinfa 
890 yen (S7.4), or 8.9 percent, to close at 10,940 yen, as ime^ 
hailed the move. 1 

“Sony is betting the company's future on : PlayStation 
Kazuhiko Nagami, analyst at Okasan Economic Researching* 

Under the changes, Sony will take full control of three *111 
next year, slash its 170,000-strong workforce by iO percent 
in Four years, and cut back one-fifth or its plants worldwide. 

“We have too much capacity. We will take steps in Europe, Aa 
the US and Japan." Sony's president Nobuyuki Idel told anew 
conference. 

He said the key to the change was strengthening the firm's rl« 
tronics business, which has become an increasingly vital switet! 
profits for die firm. 

“Over the next three years Sony will invest aggressively i 
research and development, capital equipment and facilities s 
that our electronics business. Which is our core busnas, re 
evolve to best meet the needs of a network-centric world.' h 
said. 

Sony’s stnclt, long favored by investors in Japan, has rurjrf 
since last week when the linn unveiled its new PlayStation II pifo 
console, which runs on a powerful new chip. 

US ratings agency Moody's Investors Service confirmed iuh$ 
quality “Aa3" long-term debt rating for Sony. Although the w- 
PlayStation may hurt Sony's cash flow in the short-term, its beef 
fits would be crucial. 

"Its breakthrough graphics capabilities imply the. hew genaae’, 
game console will likely become an integral part of thecoflW 
rapidly-evolving business franchise, " the agency said. 

Under the reshuffle, Sony will now take oyer the firm wb# 
makes PlayStation. Sony Computer Entertainment Inc, in whidiii 
holds a 49.8 percent slake. 

Sony lias already announced it will invest 120 billion ytntoj 
duce two key components of the new game, an unusual stepri 
most video game makers subcontract such production. 

"The move is to strengthen Sony as a group company, ^ 
firm plans to make the PlaySration. one of Its central product 
the future," analyst Nngaini said. , , 

Since the console was released in 1984. Sony has 50 ro- 

llon PlayStations. Its replacement will be on the tnarta nij 


later this year and across the world In the spcoiid liolw ^ 
In the first six months of the fiscal year to Mardii;^ s u 


in mil* iirst six Ilium i is oi me iiscai yem iu ^ 

business brought in one-quarter of the firni's o^ra^^ 
the strongest growing division in the. firm 
profitable after electronics. - 

‘‘Sony makes it very clear today that 
not just a game console but a key 
future," said Kazuharu Miura, a 

/ •"It ais6 shows Sony, a i<ron))>anj 
management changed hi a speedyjh 
January , next year Sbity/' 

Eptekffaepf ipc ;t s^iny ’ 

Te4bnplogy'[nc.,vii sh?i^:KWfipoV 

CiSnOjL* ileO-Vr In 



SAUDI PRIVATIZATION 
BEGINS WITH POWER 


' .nM (AFP) - Saudi Arabia will take the 
EL h. the privatization of its power sector 
rather than months," the kingdoms 
Lmmd electricity minister said Tbesday. 
r Maid power companies are to be formally 
K«*nted into a single national company, 




Luting the campaign. 

£ weeks rather than months the company's 
Incorporation will be declared and a board of 
IftdWs appointed," Hashim Yamani told a con- 
tain Abu Dhabi. The new company is to be 
cAd the Saudi Electricity Company (SEC). 

; fa m ove will mark the first of three steps 
minis eventual privatization of the kingdom's 
' pmer sector. The second will be commercializa- 
■ fatf the industry, followed by its eventual sell- 
oft the minister said. 

rtdmugh he did not give a timeframe for these 
tar steps, he said "private sector involvement 
, m) be encouraged from day one." following the 
| incorporation of the new company. 

! SEC will replace the kingdom's existing four 
itponal and state-owned power companies. The 
| regional companies currently run at a substantial 


loss due to below-productlon-costs tariffs and 
problems with collecting debt. 

The new unified power company will be given 
the power to chase bills, the minister said. 

The regional power companies' existing debt 
will be treated as a loan by the government, with 
a grace period of 25 years, followed by negotia- 
tions on repayment to the government, Yamani 
added. 

He did not give a figure for the amount owed, 
but it is likely to run into billion of dollars. 

SEC will inherit a power network connecting 

7.000 cities, towns and villages, with a total of 
3.3 million customers. There are 17,000 kilome- 
tres (10,000 miles) of high voltage network and 

200.000 kilometres (120,000 miles) of low-medi- 
um network. 

The network’s capacity was 19.350 megawatts 
in 1997 and is estimated to be growing at an 
average of 13.7 percent a year. The regional 
power companies employ a total of 28.000 peo- 
p!e. 

The government estimates that 438 billion 
riyals (S 1 1 7 billion) will have to be invested in the 


power sector over the next 20 years to keep up 
with demand generated by an estimated popula- 
tion of 38 million people in 2020. 

In terms of foel consumption needed, the fig- 
ures will more than double over the next two 
decades. 

The quantities of oil used in power generation 
will grow from 140 million barrels per year in 
2000, to 314 million barrels per year in 2020. 

Natural gas used for power generation will 
grow from 18 billion cubic metres (630 billion 
cubic feet) per year In 2000, to 29 billion cubic 
metres a year (1,015 billion cubic feet) in 2020. 
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Privatization generates Income 


JAPAN MONITORS 


BANK REFORMS 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's financial 
refitfm chief said Tuesday bank gov- 
ernors should resign if they fall to 
rehabilitate their businesses despite 
massive injections of public money, 
financial reconstruction commis- 
wn chief Hakuo Yanagisawa said he 
keep a close eye on how the 
nation's 15 major banks implement 
mioiin plans submitted, to his com- 
mission the previous day. 

^ they (bank governors) fail to 
ahirve the business restructuring 
in a serious way it will be nat- 
Uf *liocall them to take the respon- 
Yanagisawa told n news 
(uifeience. 

Fifteen or the country's top banks 
^ VVM * C formally applied for a . 
“ntbined 7,459 billion yen (62 bll- 
® on in crucial cash Injec- 
ll0ns from the government to help 
; dtar out bad loans. 

1 ^ hanks pledged reforms and 
L . P«»flt recovery in exchange For the 
! ftilic money. 

: ^ mone y is also intended to 
^bank lending, which has fall- 
[ * Readily for months. Bank lend- 
F ‘Y* 1143 l* rcent in February after 

[: , ®-P* K *nt decline the previous 
i; "wth. 

; rcforms each bank sub- 

) a Profit target for the year tp 
| 2003 and discussed its qut- 

I j. 1 030 disposals and div- 

{ ^ Payment. ■ . /d 

i Firwnce Minister KHchl Mlyazawa 


said Tuesday international distrust 
of Japanese banks was easing as 
seen in the shrinking Japan premi- 
um, the extra interest rate imposed 
by overseas lenders on Japanese 
banks. 

“It seems they believe the disease 
is being cured," lie told a separate 
news conference. 

Economic planning agency chief 
Thiclii Sakaiya said: “The financial 
problems will improve significantly 
in a fairly short time following the 
public hind injection this time." 

Meanwhile, the head of Japan s 
central bank, Masani Hayaml, dis- 
missed concerns his decision to 
push down lending rates might trig- 
ger Inflation. 


“What I am worrying about most 
is to see inflation amid recession, 
which would be troublesome," the 
Bank of Japan governor told parlia- 
ment. 

“We are paying attention so we 
will never sow the seed for infla- 
tion," Jlji Press news agency quoted 
him as saying. 

The Bank of Japan has pumped 
funds into short-term money mar- 
kets as it wrestles to hold off 
impending deflation. 

After the Bank sliced its overnight 
rate target to 0.15 percent from 
0.25 percent on February 12, the 
key short-term interest rate fell to 
barely, above zero percent last 
week. 
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Hayami also called on pensioners 
to put up with dropping deposit 
rares, saying they “can expect inter- 
est rates will rise in the future." 

Economic planner Sakaiyn said lie 
saw no need for the Bank of Japan 
to take fresh monerary policy initia- 
tives at a policy board meeting set 
for Friday. 

"As both long and short-term 
interest rates have declined signifi- 
cantly this month from last month. I 
do not think it needs to do anything 
additional," he said. I 

Nevertheless bank lending Is still 
falling, the central bank said 
Tbesday. 

• The balance of outstanding loans 
at the country's banks fell to 507.35 
trillion yen, the 14th straight month 
lending has fallen, the Bank said. 

A Bank official said although lend- 
ing by ailing Japanese banks contin- 
ued falling, their tight lending 
stance eased slightly from late last 
year. 

In December, lending by Japanese 
banks took a record dive falling 47 
percent, the fourth straight month 
that the foil in- bank lending has hit 
record levels. V ■ . 

. Atf banks here - struggle to Write; 
off their suffocating bad loan's : they 
/ have 1 cut back oh new lending* push- 
'' iiig . many smaller firms ;intq bank-: 

1 ruptcy as they; grapple .with Japan's 
worst post-war recession.' ’ . 
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& GABBANA ABANDON SICILY 
| 0 f Ibllfi 0 AND DIANA ROSS 


MILAN, March (Reuters) — Italian designers 
Dolce & Gabbana showed a womeuswear winter 
collection on Thursday that departed from their 
trademark Sicilian sex goddess theme tor a mix 
•ranging from Zorro to Diana Ross. 

“We threw in everything we liked, from rlie 
Sicily of the Bourbons to Andy Wariiol, from 
London in the present to Zorro and Diana Ross," 
Stefano Gabbana told reporters. “It’s not up to us 
to tell a woman what to wear underneath her 
coat." 

Big fur coats were the centrepiece of the col- 
lection, dyed in disco-glam combos of bluc-and- 
green or red-nnd-yellow. 

Fur coats were often paired with trousers and 
skirts encrusted with rich beaded floral designs 
that twinkled with sequins for a dazzling, rock 
star effect. 

The designers turned the lawn of rheir show- 
room into a sumptuous covered garden of olive 
trees and palms arranged around a central foun- 
tain decked with flowers, complete with a life- 
sized replica of a Sicilian piazza including a typi- 
cal bunch of tomatoes hanging to dry in the sun. 
The tropical setting contrasted with the cold, 
grey rain pouring down outside in downtown 
Milan. 

Dolce & Gabbana’s tight, heavily-constructed 
.sheath dresses and bustiers of collections past 
were replaced with simple tube dresses made 
from stretch transparent fabric that hugged the 
body without trying to shape it. 

One of the best pieces in the collection was 
a pair of jeans made from denim at the front and 
bright printed silk at the back— two outfits in 
one. Long skirts also pulled off the same witty 
trick. 

■ . The Zorro theme turned up in Transparent 
chiffon shirts with huge cuffs and collars, and in 


spangly rhinestone and beaded belts worn 
around the hips, gunslinger style, with tiny mini 
skirts, jeans or dresses. 

The beaded evening coats, with contrasting 
beaded flower trim, were stunning for theii 
workmanship while mini skirts paid liuniage to 
swinging London and fur gave a flamboyant nod 
to soul star Diana Ross. 

“Everything tliar fashion can invent, it already 
has invented," said Gabbana. "All that's left is for 
it to entertain." 

Gianfranco Ferre's collection shown later on 
Thursday also mixed a variety of influences, most 
of them culled from rhe animal world. 

"I see this collection as my escape valve, a 
chance to be creative," Ferre said to journalists 
after the show, referring to the fact that his two 
other lines featured looks that were more utili- 
tarian. 

References to the animal kingdom were scat- 
tered across the collection, with fur trim spiking 
up from unlikely places like the amis, the spine 
and even as a “tail" from a serious suit. 

Fur also came as a lining for sober grey suits 
with rich mink dyed in bright colours of blue or 
green. 

Futuristic themes and shapes popped up in 
space-age leather mini dresses with hood-like 
collars, or a series of long white and black coats 
that looked like they were made for the wife or 
Darth Vfcdar, 

Evening dresses were completely sheer, and 
decorated with a collage of fluffy feathers, bits of 
lace and brick-a-brack. For the more modest, 
there were sweeping plaid skirts paired with for 
or leaTher rops. 

By Jennifer Clark 


TOP HAIR IN PARIS 



Massato 

As one of Paris' top 
hair stylists, Massato 


develops a unique suc- 
cess. Tills success is a 
combination of tech- 
nique and intuition, 
Rather than anting 
hair, Massato sculpts it. 
He shapes his cuts so 
perfectly that they still 
look good months 


later. Though not a col- 
orist, Massato was 
among the first hair 
stylists to ploy with 
two tones: he came up 
with the famous plat- 
inum blond bob with a 
bright red band at the 
bottom. 


Massato describes 
his salon as “tres zen 
— very modern, with 
an Asian undertone 
and a slight touch nf 
baroque." A haircut by 
the master costs 1000 
FF for women and 700 
Fl : francs for inen. 
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CHRISTOPHE 
ROBIN- ASKS 
ALL TO STOP 
COLORING 

H air coloring is no longer just a matter f.l a covering up the 
grey. They are done in every way for every one. Nowadays, 
the color of your tresses is at least as important as how 
they re cut. Chrisrophc Rubin, Faris' hair cnlurisr in the stars, 
insists rhat virgin, undved hair is almost extinct now. At 27. Robin 
lias colored almost everybody, from Catherine Deneuve and 
Emmanuel Heart to Johnny Depp and Gwyneth Paltrow. 

Robin first made a name for himself by dyeing model Sybil 
Buck's hair a bright shade of cyber-red. But the current trend is the 
natural look , which creates the typical Fashion paradox of color- 
ing hair in a way that makes it look like it hasn’t been. Robin 
avoids fashion faux pas by harmonizing hair and eye color. 

Robin's tiny coloring salon is tucked away in a courtyard in the 
posh area, and there are never more than two clients there at a 
time. A coloring session can cost anywhere from 1 000 to 2000 FF 
with a waiting list of up to a week for appointments. 




TIPS OF THE WEEK 

* Go girlie without going fluffy. 

* Pul on some henna tattoos. 

* Wear pointed shoes they look differ- 
ent and very stylish. 


ftfefiion 


kroltec- 


MILAN, March (Reuten) - 
house Versace threw out hi J|d ihine- 
stones to move ahead into fa' 
with a rich, luxurious and J 
tion for winter 2000 at on 
Friday. 

Versace's trademark 
toned way down in do tbesfa 
and appealing without being sl^stite or 
down to there. 

Top model Naoini Campbell 
at the show for the first tia 
reports of a spat with Dorn 
told Italian reporters backs 
Naomi a lot today but this doesn’t 
affect our friendship". 

On the catwalk delicate 
blue, sea shell pink, pearl ufo 
set off a collection laden wiihr. 


[deep sea 
waited 
tike 


heavy embroidery, fur trip Bi velvet 
trimmed with real semi-preir^fihi like 
coral and turquoise. 
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GUCCI 


I ts founderis, Guccio Gucci, the 
son of a Florentine craftsman. 
He left Italy and went to Paris 
then London, where he became' 
maitre d’hote at the Savoy Hotel. 
There, surrounded by the steamer 
trunks and hat-boxes of the 
Savoy's clientele, lie decided to 
open a luxury leather goods busi- 
ness. And that is where it all start- 
ed. ■ 

^ Gucci returned to Florence 
and opened his first shop In 1920, 


and then expanded into the 
United States market in 1953. 
The house became synonymous 
with wealth and quiet ostentation 
in the '50s and ‘60s, attracting 
clients like Grace Kelly, Audrey 
Hepburn, and Jackie Kennedy. 
Certain accessories became clas- 
sics — the hainlHiu-handled 
handbag, llnwercd scnrl, and the 
moccasins, for example — all 
adorned with the famous rcd- 
nnd -green -striped logo. 

In 1980s, however, Gucci was 
not doing that well due to family 
squabbling. In 1993. Invcsrcorp, 
an Arab investment group, seized 
control, and put half of Gucci's 
stock on the marker, effectively 
ending family control. 

In 1994, Gucci axed -most of its 
staff and promoted a 36-year old 
studio assistant named Tom Ford - 
to the position of creative direc- 
■ ton A native of Santa Fe, Ford had 
studied ar New York University 
before dropping out taa'ct in tele- 
vision commercials. He. later 
enrolled at the Parsons School of 
Design in New York and Paris to 
study interior and fashion deSigii. 
He spent the late '80s working for 
different designers, before jpiri'-; 


The audience of press and buyers broke into 
applause several times during the show on the 
final day of the fashion week. 

The show started with a series of slim white 
wool skirts and tops laden with embroidery, 
and picked up speed with a set of “traditional” 
menswear suits turned sexy by slits in srrale- 
gicplaces, as well as tight low-cut bodices 
under jackets and trimmed with genuine coral. 

But the collection was not without its atten- 
tion-grabbing pieces. A tiger-print pair of 
trousers was paired with a shocking pink 
sequinned top, and pale mint green snakeskin 
pants were worn with a green sequin top. 

Evening dresses were sheer in a trend seen 
on several runways during the past week of 
shows. 

At Versace, evening gowns were made of 
floaty chiffon in sky blue, aqua or black, leaving 
the back bare or coming completely sheer on 
top. 

Prada's second line Miu Min was entirely dif- 


ferent to the Versace collection and was dedi- 
cated to a quirky blend of utilitarian and fairy 
tale looks. 

Serious pant suits and jackets looked like 
they were inspired almost by military wear, 
while a short dress with a stripe down the side 
had a neckline allied from a Hansel and Gretel 
fairy tale. A series or long white satin dresses 
had Snow White puffed little sleeves. 

One of the best looks was a peasant-style 
dress wirh a pocket stirched boldly dead-cen- 
tre. 

Strapless tops for winter were a big theme, 
made from wool nr leather. 

Over all, sportswear influences of recent 
collections were still at the forefront. 

Prada designer Miuccia Prada's show wan 
shouts, whistles and sromps from her fans in 
the top rows. 


By Jennifer Clark 
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ing the Gucci team in 19W 
Tom Ford overhauled C 
fusty image by marketing 
dence and sensuality io n '■ 
conscious society that fcJ 
gotten about sex". Vehei 1 
trousers, metallic leather r. 
tos, and white jersey d'- 
were introduced to e*P rtfS ’ 
“90s ambivalent ethic of s 
containment: androgyne^ 
sual to the touch, for peopf 
want to feel and look 
themselves, as well as 
haps instead of — for 
Tom Ford also P or" 1 **' 
ized the practice of 
ing" collections: del 
each season with 
two dominant 
identify, the labef. ; 

The rest of thestr" 

'.The. house parfayetj 
' wear success .into 
causing Its share ( 
rocket in-1996. BurWJ 
to have sailed Into n» 
clal waters when die — - ^ 

tumbled following 
npmic meltdown. 
intriguing developm^J 

from the rival Mil®** V- 
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Pr «b. which purchased 9,5°« of 
Deri's stock in July, 1998 and 
appears poised for more aggres- 
sive corporate raiding. Will 
Lucd s success — so potent in 
!** 90s — run out with this mil- 
lennium? This remains to be seen 
the scandals reached soap 
c Pera proportions in March, 1998 
h,,h lhe murder of Gucci's Iasi 
m3le heir, Maurizio Gucci, by his 
ft-wife. 
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Fashion Editor 


Ready or not? Style yourself 

MdlhJhe.lfltest fqahtvn for 

sorino/ summer of 1999 

Go wild and Bohemian 

Wear Denim) jeans) in every 
shape and color. Mix it up with 
beads, embroidery, paisley, 
fringe and suede. Think rock'n 
roll. Wear it in small doses. 

Choose one piece, like wild pais- 
ley top: pair it with something 
like jeans, and there you have it. 

You can also decorate the 
edges of your jeans pockets with 
colorful beads, feathers or 
embroidery. 

Full speed colors 

Think very colorful this spring. 

No more pastel colors, but 
strong active colors like orange, 
red, fiery red, forest green, deep 
green, bright yellow and dreamy 
sky blue. Wash your wardrobe 
with these colors, bring out the 
cnlurs in you and paint a rain- 
bow in ynur shades. When you 
wear such colors you can go 
with one solid color and wear 
from bead to toe OR go with dif- 
ferent shades and tones of the 
color itself. BUT MAKE SURE 
THE COLOR SUITS YOU 

Girlie pi cnic prints 

Wear these girlie/ sexy prinrs in 
shades of red blue and yellow. 

You can wear them whether 
skirts or pants and even dresses 
with solids like tank tops and 
solid cardigans, and of course 
with jeans. Remember these ate 
casual outfits for a summer 
morning or an afternoon. 

Go Victorian 

White pilff-Sjeeve shirts and 
classic black skirts; are bade in. ■ . 
fashion, i Short' scarves ground 
the neck are back too. TlVeepift- 
biqatfpn oFwhfte a fid - j s ^ ; 

elegant and 'styllsh. ah^ YHe 
to ried up cpllar'ls 
thatyou can tak^roytfiir 
These highfiecksjdrfS 
.ivprn with ^ lb riel 

shirts, ari<| bladk fitted jackeBC ^' 

Bibbohis 



Uniforms in action 
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To look neat, elegant and effi- 
cient, try to put on a uniform, it 
is easy and very pleasant for 
mornings. You can wear all 
pieces together, but if it gets 
boring you can mix and match. 

The best advice for this sLyle 
don't wear too much make-up, 
it will dash with the uniform 
trend. 

Dainty Presses 
(nighties look alike! 

These dresses are romantic, 
they are transparent dresses 
with ribbons, lace and chiffon 
overlays. They are made of silk 
or satin and look very right with 
high -he el version of nude san- 
dals. For day time you can wear 
them by sliding a flirty slip dress 
over narrow pants and some- 
thing casual like flip flops. A 
solid colored dress could be 
worn with different colored 
cardigans. 

Long feral skirts 

These skirts are the fashion this 
spring. They come ill all colors 
and patterns, they are wild and 
spicy. They are made of cotton 
and are wore with straight hair, 
natural make-up and an annl'ul 
of sliver bangles. 

Shorts 

Bermuda shorts, walking shorts 
and even very short shorts are in 
rashiqn this spring. Walking 
shorts turn professional when 
you pair them with a matching 
suit jacket and with flat shoes. 

Short shorts can conic in Vinyl 
and- in cotton, look very smart if they are worn 
with the right top like leather- jackets and fitted 
' tops.] 

Non colore d sandals 

Nude colored, one band sandals look' 

. , great this spring. They look sexy,' and. 

;; .i;. total 'kriock fqht/on the- feet . These san- 
.'dais , piytd be worn i with pants, 

?sklr^ ‘ ahdl an^ jpg ^ yah want tp ; 1 

inijalce; 'itpobfc; n,blt, sexier, 



Yoij'Can u stf rifi B.aifoti ai^e' 

'iiflr/ bag T ^ cl : 7 '^ ^ ^ - 

'■'tJ . \ ■ j ■; X/nri rhatiietH Rltwlt'! 1 , 
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PSYCHIATRIST 

Garabed Zakarlan 


Dear Da 

My neighbor's son Is 
ready hyperactive* His 
mother Is always com- 
plaining that ho never 
remains still and that 
his grades at school 
aren't so good. Gould 
his hyperactivity have 
anything to do with 
•his? 

Dear Reader: 

Hyperactivity and learning 
disability go hand in hand. 
The overactive child has a 
short attention span, is 
unable to concentrate and is 
too busy to learn. Not infre- 
quently, there are marked per- 
ceptual distortions. Words 
move, double, charge shape 
and even the sounds may 
differ. If the cause is not 
removed, the learning disability 
wilt co i irin lie to escalate until 
the child is in high school or up 
until the university level. 

Parents and teachers feel 
and know there is an 
increase in the number of 
hyperactive children. The 
real question is why? 

We do not recognize or 
accept anything unless it is 
within the realm of our own 
experience. Many doctors 
do not want to be Involved 
with these children. They 
pass oil' the child and the 
parents saying "he's just a 
young boy, he will grow out 
of it." 

Hyperactivity may be 
accompanied with signs 
such as bed wetting, night- 
mares, not getting along 
with peers, aggressiveness 
and fights with the other 
kids. It is at this stage that 
parents start visiting doctors 
to identify the mason behind 
die child's behavior. 

The child's parents must 
be made aware of their 
child's behavior in order for 
them to seek the proper 
medical assistance. 



RANA ASFOUR 


Health 


O ne reason people stop los- 1 

ing - weight after they’ve 
been training for a while is 
because their body has grown 
accustomed to their workout. 

As you become more skilled at 
your workout routine, you bum 
fewer calorics because it is an evo- 
lutionary trait to conserve energy 
in order to ensure survival. 

Alternating intense bouts of 
exercise with less vigorous phases 
may help surprise the body into 
burning more calories. Lower- 
paced rest periods let your body 
recover and then work at more intense levels which use the most 
calories. 

One possibility is to alternate 50-second intervals of exercise at 
maximum capacity with 10-second lower-intensity rest periods. 
Interval training may enable a fit person to boost metabolic rate 
by as much as 30 times the resting rare. 

it is also important to raise the intensity of a programme as the 
body adapts to the difficulty level. Unless you are training as hard 
as you can every time you work out and measuring something 
quantifiable, you probably won't know when you've adapted to 
your exercise level. The solution is to train regularly as hard as 
you can. 

It Is true that you burn a higher percentage of far calories dur- 
ing low-intensity exercise, but this isn’t necessarily the best route 
to weight loss. As exercise intensity increases, so does the rate at 
which ail calories are burned. So a higher-intensity workout uses 
about the same number of fat calories and more total calories, the 
prime concern for people trying to lose weight. 

When researchers at Laval University in Quebec, compared 
high-intensity intermittent exercise with endurance training, they 
found the more vigorous workout produced greater fat loss, 
despite an overall lower energy cost. Vigorous exercise (about 70 
percent of maximal heart rate), for about 45 to 60 minutes causes 
#i greater rise in resting metabolic rate, an increase in fat-buming 
enzymes and more appetite suppression. 


t r p . 



INFLUENZA CLAIMS LIVES^F 
CHILDREN IN WESTERN NEPAL 


KATHMANDU (AFP) • At least 
90 people, mostly children, 
have died from viral influenza 
in western and northwest 
Nepal in the past month, 
health ministry officials said. 
Officials said at least 72 people 
died of viral influenza in jumla 
district, 395 kilometres (246 
miles) northwest of here, 14 in 
Dolpa district, adjoining Jumla, 
and four in Gorkha, 140 kilo- 
metres (88 miles) to the west. 
They said 3,000 people had 
contracted influenza so far this 
year. 

Jumla Hospital superintendent 
Dipak Sigdel said some 60 
patients came to the hospital 
for treatment daily, but a short- 
age of medicines had made 
treatment very difficult. 

"We sent a request to the 
health ministry for medical 
supplies and doctors a week 
ago but they have not yet 
arrived," Sigdel said. 

Health ministry under-secre- 
tary Kokila Shrestha said: “The 
medicines will be reaching 
Jumla. the most affected area, 
either Monday or Tuesday." 

She said the medical supplies 


were sent on Friday. 

Mahendra Bahadur Bista, 
director of epidemiology and 
disease control at the health 
services division, said 90 peo- 
ple were confirmed dead as of 
Sunday. 

"Most of the dead were chil- 


dren," Bista said. 

Officials have yet to determine 
the strain of influenza involved 
in the deaths. 

More than 160 people died of 
viral infections in Jumla and 
nearby Humla districts last 
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Makes 4 servings 
Nutrient value per souring! side. Remove 
Prolelni 19g 2. Addonit 

Fati llg stirring freq' 

Carbohydrate! 9g minutes. Reu 

Sodium! 742mg chicken to 

Cholesterol! 70mg skillet jk 

along 

Ingredients, wkh Hp 

1 tablespoon vegetable oil 

2 teaspoons unsalted butter 
1 teaspoon ground cumin 
i/4 teaspoon salt 
1/8 teaspoon gimme! hot red ft 

pepper jop 

4 whole chicken legs and />. 
thighs, skinned and cut halfway j 
through leg-thigh joint 

1 large onion, halved and ait iipf 

into I -inch chunks |S, 

3/4 cup chicken broth 
1/3 cup pitted green olives, 
halved 

3/4 cup drained and rinsed 
canned chickpeas 

2 tablespoons chopped parsley 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 

Malhodt broth 

1 . Heat oil and butter in large ^ 
skillet over moderate heati Rub g r j n „ to 1 a 
cumini salt arid ground red. 


browned, about 4 minutes per 
side. Remove chicken. 

2. Add onion to skillet; cook, 
stirring frequently, 4 
minutes. Return 
chicken to m 
ski I let 
along 
with 


through. 

3. Stir in chickpeas and 
lemon juice; cook 2 minutes 
or until chickpeas are 
heated through. 

Stir in I®** 

Serve. 



pepper over chicken. Add 
chicken to skillet; cook until’ 


boil, lower heat; 
cover and simmer 25 
minutes or until chickerijs cooked 
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INTELLIOINT 
PREGNANCIES! 


ftliis column is really stupid 

I then it's not my fault. A 
recent article in the 
Telegraph reported that the 
explosion of hormones in preg- 
nancy may mate women smarter 
and. whafs more, these changes 
to the brain may be permanent. 
American scientists, who pre- 
sented their findings at a Los 
Angeles meeting of the Society 
for Neuroscience, made the dis- 
covery by examining the brains 
of pregnant and nursing mice. 
They found that brain ceil stme- 
tuies known as dendrites, essential 
for communication between neu- 
rons, not only doubled but 
stayed at the higher level after 
the mice had given birth. Now 
wait just a minute. 

This Is thrilling news, partly 
because ills so counterintuitive. 
It goes against history: great 
feiqale minds (George Eliot, 
Jane Austen. Virginia Wooii) 
have usually been unburdened 
by childbearing. And, even 
mare surprising, it goes against 
experience. Around six months 
ago, funny tilings started hap- 
pening to me; 1 fell pregnant 
and immediately began to mis- 
place my keys no less than 12 
times a day, to shed hot opales- 
Mit tears at the appearance of 
any baby on television or even 
in print (only on Friday. 1 had a 
goad weep at the news of 
Brooklyn Beckham's arrival). 
Ditto For dogs and I don't even 
like dogs. 

Another pregnant woman told 
me that she had glimpsed a 
•ing. not even a puppy, sitting 
^tly on the pavement near a 
Norway. She was instantly 
overcome: was it locked out? 
fed it been abandoned? I kepi 


this all pretty quiet and avoided 
operating heavy machinery (a 
pregnant barrister friend had 
recently totalled two cars). But 
the mixed metaphors and inala- 
propisms began to be noticed; 
so awkward when you are not 
admitting you are pregnant. 

The final blow caine when this 
"liarniless" dimness crept into 
my work: I had been asked to 
write a piece for the London 
Review of Books, Away 1 
labored for the better parr of a 
week and produced gibberish. 
For the first lime in my entire 
life I was simply unable to com- 
plete an assignment. Of course, 

I never considered pregnancy a 
reason, let alone an excuse, 
even though the editor was 
herself a mother. So how about 
all tins increase in brain power? 
My husband tried to comfort 
me (I think): "Don't worry about 
it and don’t fight it," he said, 
"you just have to accept that, 
while you're pregnant, your IQ 
is reduced by hall." 

I was incensed and waved the 
new research on pregnant 
geniuses at him. Hut was he 
right? Looking again at that 
article there was only one detail 
rh.ii iruly spoke to me: "(The 
pregnant mice) also learned to 
navigate through mazes more 
quickly, made fewer mistakes 
and retained the new knowl- 
edge for longer than other 
female mice." 

Now this was more like it. The 
last time I was pregnant my 
waters broke while I was shop- 
ping at S a ins bur vs. How quick- 
ly I navigated that maze! And 
how can I ever forget it? This 
time around, freshly appalled as 
well as obese, l decided to 


check alt this with some of my 
clever and pregnant friends. 
Wliai can any husband know? 
All of them work in intellectual- 
ly demanding jobs and have con- 
tinued nearly straight through the 
pregnancy At least privately they 
all confessed to routine goofi- 
ness. Take Kate (sunima aim 
laude from Princeton University, a 


The Guardian 
& THE ARAB DAILY 

ifiesame day , 


by ISABEL FONSECA 

first from Oxford, a PiiD at 
Columbia): 

"Ditziness does take over, where 
you get words backwards and 
forget your purse everywhere." 

But she also said that "there is 
something about the biology 
that allows you ro accept the 
situation. And, afterwards, you 
are definitely better able to per- 
form three or four rasks at the 
same time." 

One of the researchers, Craig 
Kinsley of the University of 
Virginia, made a similar point: 
“The brain of the late-pregnant 
female resembles a toy factory 
at Christmas time, receiving 
and gearing up for the 
increased demands about to be 
placed on it. It looks like this 
does something to make their 
learning much more efficient 
than in females without that 
experience. It suggests there is 
a permanent change in that 
female's behaviour, reflective of 
some sort of permanent change 
in the brain." 

Other claims in the research 
were for boldness and 


increased curiosity. Kate would 
add .th$t pregnancy makes you 
more cheerful and optimistic, 
though my husband, whose 
indirect experience will here be 
relevant, would strongly dis- 
agree. I disbelieve, or at least 
can't count myself among, 
those women who claim to 
"adore” being pregnant. But as 


so often in this job you have to 
take the long view, die deferred 
cocktails and also the postponed 
projects. So all of you with 
swollen foot and sensible shoes 
remember that research favours 
us, even if the experience does 
not. 

As for the rest of the human 
race, remember Mother's Day. 




' final 








Hj\ Qu,tl,ng smoking is 

men. n? women than for 
Hatmlaml. a 


GENDER 
DIFFERENCES 
IN SMOKING 


researcher 111 tobacco use cessn- 
tion and professor at die University 
of Minnesota, says women have 
poorer outcomes than men do in 
smoking cessation treatment. She 
says research shows women may 
need a higher dose of nicotine 
replacement, such as nicotine gum 
or patch, to help them quit. Also, 
the sensoiy effects of smoking 
may be more important for 
women than for men. Women 
tend to use smoking to cope with 
negative feelings and diey state 
that gaining weight when quitting 
Is a greater concern to them than It 
is to men. Hatsukanii is die tricorn-; 
ing president of the Society for 
Research on Nicotine and Tbbacco. 


TIMING CAN BE 
EVERYTHING 


(UP!) — As many couples have 
come to find out, timing can be 
everything in getting pregnant. 
The newest arrival on the mar- 
ket to help bring about baby is 
a palm-sized, electronic device 
to help identify ovulation. The 
□ear-Han Easy Fertility Monitor 
provides a woman with dally Infor- 
mation on her fertility status. The 
device Identifies up to six fertile 
days each cycle, maximizing her 
chances of conceiving, A recent 
survey shows 98 percent of 
U.S. women don't Jcnow how 
many days they have during 
their cycle for making a baby, 
and 52 percent , have no idea 


when during the cycle they are 
most likely to get pregnant. 
That's just what the fertility moni- 
tor can tell a mom wanna-be. The 
device interprets the level of two 
hormones that control fertility, 
estrogen and luteinizing hor- 
mone and identifies one of 
three possible fertility levels, 
says Dr. Michael Zinaman, direc- 
tor of die division of reproductive 
endoairiology and infertility at 
Loyola University Medical Center in 
Maywood, III. Knowing whether 
.that level Is "low," "high 11 or. 
"peak" can help a woman max- 
imize her chances of becoming 
;a'njother. 






DEAR DR. OOm Although 
I wash my hair daily: I still 
get pimples and seres all 
ever my scalp. Please 
advise. 

DEAR READER: You may 
have a chronic skin infection 
called pyoderma. Or you 
may be adversely reacting to 
some component in your sham- 
poo. Go to a dermatologist; 
such a socialist should be able 
to diagnose the cause of 
your problem and suggest 
appropriate therapy. 

DEAR DR. GOTO Pm 84 
and drink two cups of tea 
a day. Could tills cause 
kidney stones? 

DEAR READER: Two cups of 
tea a day for a person your 
age should nut be harmful. 
Kidney stones are usually 
composed of calcium and/or 
uric add crystals that come 
from factois other than tea. 
Continue iu enjoy your ten- 
dr ink ing ritual. 

DEAR DR. GOTO I have 
something Ilka a musde 
spasm that at times 
affects the whole left side 
of my body: H lasts IS sec- 
onds and occurs about SO 
times dally: Pm 24 and 
have had this since I was 
12. Pve seen many doc- 
tors and had many tests. 
Do you have any Idea 
what It could be? 

DEAR READER: Your descrip- 
tion is too vague for me to 
form any conclusions. Saying 
something is “like a muscle 
spasm” isn't really specific 
enough. Before diagnosing 
your condition, a doctor 
would have to know if the 
attack is painful or produces 
weakness. What seems to 
trigger it? is it stress-relat- 
ed? Do you have headaches? 
Is your sight or speech 
affected? Are there any men- 
tal changes? What relieves 
it? 

Since you have had this 
problem for a dozen years, I 
suspect that it isn't life- 
threatening. Nonetheless, 
before you can get help with 
it, 1 think you’re going to 
have to play detective and 
define' precisely what you 
are feeling. Despite the use 
of marvelous new technolo- 
gy .for diagnosis, the best 
doctors .continue . to rely 
heavily "on the most useful 
diagnostic test or all: An 
| accurate medical history. 
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TITANIC EXPLORER LINKS 


UP WITH KIDS IN 


rv- 





WASHINGTON (R) — “Get ready 
for n wet, wild adventure," 
Titanic discoverer Robert 
Ballard tells hundreds of thou- 
sands of students joining him in 
cyberspace on his latest interac- 
tive science expedition from an 
Amazon rain forest. 

At the click of a mouse, stu- 
dents can link up with the 
famous underwater explorer on 
a virtual field trip, help his team 
do research on giant ants and 
poisonous snakes in Peru's 
steamy rain forest, or even 
drive "scientific robots." 

Using satellite technology 
and the internet, Ballard wants 
to bring the thrill of discovery 
ro millions of students and 
hopes to encourage them to 
take up science as a career. 

"Pulling ail this together is 
like doing the Super Bowl live," 
lie said or his daily broadcasts 
from a remote scientific camp 
in Peru's rain forest, which has 
been wired up with an intricate 
network of cameras that broad- 
cast experiments live to chil- 
dren from Kansas to Mexico. 

Ballard also presents a pro- 
gram several times a day that 
are watched by students and 
their teachers via satellite 
linkups or on the Internet. He 
came up with the idea ofinvolv- 
Ing children and teachers in his 
projecrs when he was inundat- 
ed with thousands of letters 
from students After his return 
from the historic Titanic expe- 
dition in 1986. 


SWITCHED ON 

IQ. SCIENCE 

"I saw from the discovery of 
the Titanic an opportunity to 
excite kids — a way to get 
them switched on to science," 
Ballard said in a satellite tele- 
phone Interview from Peru. 

|n response to children ask- 
ing how he found the wreck of 
the ill-fated luxury liner, he 
established the JASON Project, 
an Interactive science program 
that takes children and teachers 
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“JUDo also told us that the 
dolphins we saw arc 
ext rcmsly lucky to be living In . 
the Napo River. Tliey have no 
faair of being hunted. The 
. locals believe that they are 
evil Spirits and the ref o re 
avoid them at all costs." 

Read tile latest journal? f ram < 
Iha te&ri Iri.Peru, -> ;■ 


on field trips and involves mil- 
lions more via the Internet. 

The project is named after 
Ballard's robotic submersible, 
which In turn took Its name 
from the mythical Greek hero 
who led the argonauts on a 
quest Tor the Golden Fleece. 

"We useJASON field trips as a 
fantastic way of exciting kids. 
We wrap science up into an 
exciting envelope so they are 
excited about learning," Ballard 
said. "A lot of people think sci- 
ence Is done by white, male 
nerds and that it isn’t for every- 
body. We ate trying to change 
that perception," he added. 

The project is aimed at mid- 
dle schools, where the light to 
attract young scientists is "won 
or lost," Ballard said, "We focus 
on Impressionable young chil- 
dren who are making some fun- 
damental decisions about their 
education. We want to get 
them switched on to science 


and technology.” 

Ballard’s trip to the rain for- 
est from March 1-12 is his 10th 
JASON project. Others have 
taken him and his students to 
hot lava slopes in Hawaii, coral 
reefs in Belize and Wyoming's 
Yellowstone Park, among other 
ecological treasures. 


ARDUOUS 

For this trip, more than 30 
tons of telecommunications 
equipment was taken 610 kms 
downriver to the remote camp 
in Peru's rain forest, where 
Ballard described living condi- 
tions as arduous and said pro- 
tecting machines from humidity 
was a daily challenge. 

"You get up every morning 
and dump tarantulas out of 
your shoes or try not to get in 
the water anywhere near where 


the piranhas are," he said. 

Sophisticated television stu- 
dios have been built on barges 
moored at the base of the 
camp. "It's almost as if a space- 
ship has landed in the middle of 
the jungle, it's hard for the 
natives here to comprehend 
exactly what has landed in their 
backyard," Ballard said. 

Miles of cable has been run 
through the forest, linking up 
six scientists and their teams at 
distant locations such as 40 
meters up In the jungle canopy 
or lower down In the forest 
where scientists are looking at 
dinosaur ants and a new 
species of frog called the 
"laughing frog," 

The National Geographic 
Society in Washington is one of 
several U.S. locations where 
program are broadcast daily. 
Three giant screens fill the 
stage and students line up to 
pose questions to Ballard rang- 


aid. ing from how many species are 

sion stu- in the forest to why snakes 
in barges wrap themselves around trees." 

■ of the "This is a cool way to learn 
F a space- about science. You get to talk 
middle of directly to the scientists about 
for the really Interesting things. I liked 
iprehend t h e b U g S an£ j t | ie jaughing 
d in their f ro g, H said Jonathan Politte, 12, 
[■ from Fort Hunt School in 

een run Alexandria, near Washington, 
n ng up classmate Robbie Baden, 11, 
■h^aTVo sa ^ I* brought science to life 

ie cano an ^ ma ^ e eveH more deter- 
he forest to become a zoologist, 

jokir;-, at Th* JASON P ro J ect ls P art of 

a new sc ^ ence curriculum in some 
lied the schools and teachers say the 
benefits have been enormous, 
‘ograpliic “I* op*™ U P n * ot of avenues 
is one of that children would otherwise 
is where not experience and also gets 
ast doily, them involved In the Internet," 
fill the said third grade teacher Sandy 
ne up to Zsoldos from Waynesboro, 
lard rang- Pennsylvania. 


SERVICES 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's income 
rax collectors didn't wait fbrihe 
Y2K bug to shut down theircom- 
puters at the end of the yea 

Tliey developed a homegrown 
glitch to dismpt services a year 
early and thousands orisradit® 
payers found themselves ovetpay- 
ing as a result. 

The trouble started Jan. I, the 
beginning of Israel's fiscal year, 
when the rax office routinely 
changes computer programs. 

The government computer 
experts decided this would be a 
good time to tackle the Y2K prob- 
lem -' software programs and 
microchips that keep track of the 
year with only two digits, thus 
interpreting 00 as 1900. 

The Y2£praof program, whkh 
allows tax clerks to update Gin 
and generate tax-deduction 
fonns, was not ready on time, cre- 
ating chaos in tax offices. Without 
the deduction forms, employers 
were required to deduct a cool 
half of the worker's pay lor 
income rax. 

Jerusalem tax adviser Yrnhak 
Becker said he has had cfifltailws 
for about year in getting the la 
office computers, to cooperate. 
“They've been trying to revamp 
tlte program and It jus 
worked," he said. 

With taxpayers damming lor 
the forms that would allow them 
to keep a bit more of their arm 
money, the tax collectors W» 
choice but to turn back the dock. 

“Instructions were given to 
clerks to issue handwritten per- 
mits." said Sarit GatadHK* 
spokeswoman for the Income E* 
Authority. But some dtizensw® 
told to wait. 

For three months, copies mw 
scrawled fonns have been pW 
up on the desks of 35 tax offices 

around the country wahj^oP 

Into the computer. Tto “J" 
and accountants V* 1 *.-, 

uirabtetoaccessM: c1iH * ft ^ 

said Becker 

Now the end of Bug . 1 
sight, but Ifs Just thfc Ifcgliflty 
the work for foe derit*. : 

■ Hie 

bejngtr^ 

■ installed in foie ; 

nextweeV ‘ 
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INTEL, FTC REACH 
TEMPORARY DEAL 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Microchip giant Intel 
( corp. reached a tentative agreement with fed- 
eral regulators to settle claims that it illegally 
bullied rivals to maintain its dominance in the 
high-tech industry. 

But the announcement Monday, on the eve 
of an antitrust hearing expected to last three 
months, came with a reminder from the 
Federal Hade” Commission (FTC): A larger 
1 antirrasr battle still looms. 

Both sides refused to comment on details. 
FTC spokeswoman Victoria Streitfeid said offi- 
cials "set out to establish a principle" and 
believe “that in the proposed agreement, they 
achieved that goal." 

; Intel's president and chief executive officer, 
Craig Barrett, called the agreement a “win- 
win" for both sides. “We are satisfied that the 
agreement gives us value for our intellectual 
property rights," he said in a statement. 

Federal regulators wouldn't elaborate on the 


“remaining issues under investigation" men- 
tioned in their announcement. But antitrust 
experts say it refers to a much broader inquiry 
into Intel's practices. 

"This was a piece of a larger investigation 
where the FTC was looking into whether Intel 
used its market position to achieve dominance 
in related areas," said Kevin Acquit, a New York 
antitrust lawyer and former director of the 
FTC’s Bureau of Competition. 

Specifically, he said, the agency could be 
examining whether Intel illegally tied certain 
technical features to its microchips, forcing 
companies that buy one Intel product to use 
the other "bundled" with it. A similar Issue is 
part of the Microsoft Corp. antitrust trial. 

For now, a settlement means the FTC will 
get what it wanted — an order prohibiting 
Intel from withholding information from cus- 
tomers because of patent squabbles. The full 
commission must approve the settlement 


before it becomes official, and is expected to 
vote within two weeks. 

Steve Newborn, an antitrust lawyer who rep- 
resents some Intel competitors, said lie wasn't 
surprised by the settlement. He pointed to the 
justice Department’s case against .Microsoft, 
which has raced embarrassing courtroom dis- 
closures from its internal e-mail and testimony, 
by its own executives. 

"They saw what's happened to Microsoft 
and they didn't want to go through that," 
Newborn said. “On n simple cost-benefit analy- 
sis, there was no reason for Intel to be fighting 
this fight." 

in its June 8 complaint, the FTC argued that 
Intel holds a monopoly in the market for 
microprocessors, the “brains" of computers. 
Intel is the world's largest maker of micro- 
processors, with S26.2 billion in sales last 
year. About 80 percent of the world's comput- 
ers run on Intel chips. 


The FTC claims Intel used that monopoly 
power to withhold key technical information 
about future microchips from three companies 
to punish them for refusing to license key 
patents to Intel without charge. 

The three companies were Digital 
Equipment Corp., Intergraph Corp. and 
Compaq Computer Corp., which now owns 
Digital. The patents were for microprocessors 
and related technologies made by the three 
firms. 

Intel acknowledges it did most of what the 
FTC alleged. However, the company claimed 
chose actions were not illegal and had not 
“chilled" innovation. 

The settlement holds no bearing on a sepa- 
rate, much broader lawsuit filed by Intergraph 
against Intel alleging antitrust violations and 
patent infringement. 



YAHOO! SUBPOENED 


TO HAND OVER I.D.S 


OF SLANDERERS 


SEATTLE (R) — A financial edu- 
cation firm said on Monday it 
ffltd a slander suit against 10 
anonymous users of a bulletin 
hand at Yahoo! Inc., hoping to 
strike a blow against the 
spreading of rumors on the 
Internet. 

The federal court suit names 
10 John Does" as defendants, 
and a lawyer for Seattle-based 
'Vide Cook Financial Corp. said 
h nay subpoena Yiihooi, a pop- 
dar gateway to the Internet, to 
hand over the real names of the 
^nrs. Yahoo! is not a target of 
we lawsuit. 

The lawsuit comes as debate 
Srows over Internet privacy, 
m users fretting about how 
protect their identities from 
Ptyirig eyes, and companies 
“"Pining about the case 
i which rumors spread over 
.global computer network. 

, ^ ese J°bn Does are using 

'w anonymity afforded by the 

tomet to damage the reputa- 
°n and undermine the busi- 
**jfa legitimate company," 

Anders^* C ° 0,< attorney Paul 
/What makes this ‘virtual 
even more egregious is 
”to fact that these falsehoods 

boaSff ed ^ h ° o1 message 
for millions of people to 
«k«y. cannoi be 
the Internet by 

tompany," he said. .'. ■ ; 

Yahobi spokesman 


declined to comment, but 
Yahool is considered an 
Intcmer giatu at whose web- 
site, www.yahod.com, users 
can post messages on the bul- 
letin boards, get news and 
financial information, send e- 
maiis and enter chat rooms. 

Tile suit names a user with 
the identity “DeluslonalO,'' who 
posted a message on Yahool's 
"Business and Finance" mes- 
sage board in January claiming 
the company's founder, Wade 
Cook, had been arrested for 
accepting kickbacks, Anderson 
said. The company denied the 
allegation. 

Wade Cook could file the 
subpoena against Yahool as 
soon as this week to unmask 
the identities of "DeluslonalO" 
and nine other users who post- 
ed similar messages, Anderson 
said. 

"We will identify their true 
legal names and personally 
serve them with' a summons 
and cornplaint," Anderson said, ' 
adding that internet privacy 
law was still evolving. 

Anderson said .while the suit 
did not name Yahool, and Vtiuje 

1 . ■ t | t 

.Cook had no immediate plans 
to name the Internet portal as a 
defendant, it was still a possi- 
bility .“if the case 1 is, ihaj>ed 
accordingly.? 


CHINESE -AMERICAN FIRED 
FOR 'UNDISCLOSED' CONTACTS 


Bill Richardson: We will not 
tolerate the thef* of our secrets 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Energy Department fired a 
computer scientist at one of 
its most prestigious weapons 
labs in connection with an 
investigation about alleged 
disclosure of sensitive nuclear 
missile technology to China in 
the 1980s. 

The Chinese-American sci- 
entist was dismissed Monday 
for "failing to properly safe- 
guard classified material" and 
having contact with people 
"from a sensitive country," a 
department statement said. 

The Department of Energy 
(DOE) did not disclose his 
name, but The; Associated ■ 
Press learned he. is 'Wen , Ho 
Lee, a native of Taiwan. He had 
- worked for years, at the Los: 
Aiamos National Laboratory in 
New. Mexico, and continued to “ 
.work there with ; a security 
clearance Well bfter he becafoe . 
a suspect in an espionage! 
investigation. in 199,6V; •. ’ 

Hlji; recent mpriths, /DOE 

•' «4«'ik'ANtnlAil6A frnm 



sensitive job, and more recent- 
ly suspended his security 
clearance. The department 
“had kept the worker 
employed so that the FBI 
could more efficiently investi- 
gate the case," the statement 
said. 

The FBI was continuing its 
investigation into the alleged 
espionage. The scientist, while 
fired from his federal job as 
weli as from a post at the 
University of California, has 
not been arrested or charged 
with a crime. 

-Energy Secretary ' .Bill 
Richardson recommended the 
scientist be fired after he 
received a briefing on the FBI 
investigation, officials said. 

The action came as 
Republicans in . Congress 
stepped up their, criticism -of 
the administration's handling 
of the investigation, which 
began in 1996, and other secu- 
rity lapses at the. federal 
weapons labs, Several. G(DP 
senators promised hearings oq 
'the subject 1 in' 1 tfje coming 


months. 

Richardson promised to 
cooperate frilly with a Senate 
committee looking into allega- 
tions that lax security allowed 
China to steal technology that 
improved its nuclear weapons 
capability, 

"We will not tolerate the 
theft of our secrets," he said 
on CNN. 

The reason for the scien- 
tists' dismissal were "ratling to 
properly inform the laboratory 
and DOE about contacts with 
people from a sensitive coun- 
try; specific instances of fall- 
ing to properly safeguard clas- 
sified material; and. apparent- 
ly, attempting to deceive (the} 
laboratory about, security 
. related Issues,” the Energy 
Department said. 

Tiie. Lqs Alamos scientist has 
been at the center of an inves- 
/ tigatlon that involves concerns 
by US -intelljgence/speflajlsts 
. .-that top-secret material was 
■ given' to, the CHlnese iii.< the 
mid-1 980s that hejpdd - EhWni 


turized warheads nearly a 
decade later. 

Such technology allows 
development of small war- 
heads chat can be launched 
from a single missile at multi- 
ple targets. By the mid-1990s, 
China had built and tested 
such warheads, according to 
US intelligence officials. 

A secret 1988 Chinese docu- 
' ment was uncovered in 1995 
by US intelligence which indi- 
cated the Chinese knew 
design information about the 
US W-88 miniature warhead 
that had been developed at 
Los Alamos. 

US investigators Immediate- 
ly suspected that the Chinese 
we^e helped by information 
provided from someone at one 
of the US weapon s' labs... 

By early .1996, investigators 
■ focused pn fiveiiuspects and-a 
short time later became cqn- 
vinced'.thq Los Alamos com- 
.puter specialist may have been , 
'■ irtvpived; The New York /fljiies ~ . 


I 
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22 SATELLITE LISTING 


07:00 Market Watch |§|p 
07:30 Europe Today CNBC 
10:00 Market Watch 
1 5:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
19:00 Europe Tonight 
20:00 US Power Lunch 
21 :00 US Street Signs 
23:00 US Market Wrap 
00:00 Europe Ton!ghl(r) 

01:30 NBC Nightly News 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 U8 Market Wrap(r) 

04:00 Trading Day 
08:00 US Business Centre 
06:30 Lunch Money 


NATI ONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC 

CHANNEL 


00:00 One LJ CHANNEL 
Weak In Inda: 

Hart 

Shgh, KnJghl 01 God 
01 flO Today 

0200 NBC Nightly News 
0230 MSNBC Time & Again 
0330 Dons In Trouble 
0400 Assault On Manasiu 
0500 The Rainbow Birds 
0600 King Cobra 
07:00 The Okavango 
0800 A Century of Discovery 
09:00 Combat Cameramen 
0930 Cameramen Who Dared 
1000 Eternal Enemies: Lions & 
Hyenas 

lioo Wild: Realm Ot The Giant 
Salamander 

11:30 Ealing Lite A Garret 
1200 Kidnapped By Ulofe 
1300 The Longest NigW ' 

1400 Wkfl Return Of The Lynx 
14:30 The Herons Of Sobaru 
15:00 Our LMng World: Icewaflt 
1 6:00 Those Wondaifuf Dogs 
1 700 People & Places: Bfind Leading 
The Bind 

1 BOO Wild! Return Of The Lynx 
1 830 The Herons Ot Saberu 
1900 Our LMng Wortd Icewalk 
2000 Those Wondaifuf Dogs 
21 00 Bind Leading The Blind 
2200 Kidnapped By Ufds? 

23:00 Fiannlly Hour Grandma 


07:00 News 
11:15 
Europeans 
11:45 Style 
12:16 International 
1 2:45 No Comment 
13:15 International 
13452000 
14:15 Cult 
14:45 Vlaa 
15:152000 
15:45 Style 
16:1 5 Cinema 
16:45 Globus 
17:1 5 International 
17:45 2000 
lB:1SCutt 
18:45 Visa 
19:15 Globus 
19:45 Europeans 
20:15 News & Analysis 
22:45 Globus 
23:00 News & Analysis 
23:45 Style 

00:00 News 8 Analysis 
00:45 No Comment 
01 :0Q News & Analysis 
01:45 International 
02:15 Cult 
02:45 Europeans 
03.00 End 


EuroNews 


01:00 Journal- With 
Top Story 
01:30 Close-Up 
02:00 Journal-Mil Tagesthema 
02:30 Auto Motor 4Jnd Sport TV 
03:00 Journal-Con Tema Del Dla 
/Journal- With Top Story 
03:30 Germany Today 
04:00 Joumal-MII Thgealhema 
04:30 100 Deutsche Jahre 
05:00 Joumal-Wflh Top Story 
05:30 Paople And Politics 
06:00 Journal-Mil Tagesthema 
06:30 Deutschland Heute 
07:00 Journal- With Top Story 
07:30 Close-Up 
08:00 Joumal-MII Tagesthema 
08:30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 


09:00 Joumal-Wlth Top Story 
09:30 Germany Today 
1 0:00 Joumal-MII Tagesthema 
10:30 100 Deutsche Jahre 
1 1 :00 Joumat-With Top Story 
1 1 :30 People And Porillcs 
12:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
13:00 Joumal-Wlth Top Story 
13:30 Close-Up 
14:00 Joumal-MIt Tagesthema 
14:30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
15:00 Journal- With Top Story 
1 5:30 Germany Today 
16:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
16:30 Eine Orgel 
17:00 Journel-WiUi lop Story 
17:30 People And Politics 
16:00 Joumal-MII Tagesthema 
18:30 Deutschland Heute 
19:00 Joumal-Wlth Top Stoiy 
19:30 Germany: A Hundred Years 
20:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
20:30 Europe Aktuetl-Dae Magazjn 
Aue Br.G&el 

21:00 Journaf-WIth Top Story 
22:00 Joumal-Mit Ttagesthema 
Journal-Con Tema Del Dla 
22:30 Eine Orgel F.r Tokyo 
22:30 Un Siglo De Ala mania 
23:00 Jaumal-With Top Story 
23:30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
00:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
00:30 Deutachiand Heute 


07.-00 Journal TVS 
07:15 
Gourmand Iess 
07:30 TetemaHn 
09.00 TVS Minutes at meteo 
09:05 Journal de Radio-Canada 
09:30 4 et Demi 
10:00 TVS Minules 
1 0:05 Claire Lamaicho 
11:00 TVS Minules 
11:05 Reference 
11 :30 Eepaca Francophone 
12:00 TVS Minutes 
12:05 ZlgZag Cafe 
12:45 Gourmandtses 
13:00 TV5 Minutes 
13:05 Vtila Pahs . 

1 3:30 Journal de Franca 3 
14:00 Envoys Special 
16:00 Journal international TVS 
16:15 Comment ca Va 
17:15 Pyraniide 
17:45 Bus et Compagnle 
18:30 TVS Minutes 
1835 Jeu 

19:00 Questions Pour un Champion 

19:30 Journal TV5 

20:00 Voila Parle 

2027 Up Uvre Un Jour 

20:30 Journal de La TSR 

21 30 Spedal Cinema 

23:00 Journal de France Television 

23:30 Special Cinema 

01:25 Meteo Internationale 

01 30 Journal de France 3 

02.30 Journal da la FTTBF 

02:30 Lb Cerda * 

04:00 Alice 

04:30 Mu9tque Muslques 
05:00 TV5 Mlrvtuee 
05:05 4 et Demi 
05:30 Pyramids 


09:30 Biathlon 
10:30 Live Apllna Skiing World 
Cup In Sierra Bevada, Spain 
12:00 Ski Jumping 
13:00 Football 
15:00 Tennis 
15:30 Nordic Skiing 
16:30 Football 
16:30 Motorsports 
18:30 LIVE Swimming: World 
Cup In Impede, Italy 
21:30 Figure Skating 
23:00 Dancing 
00:00 Fitness 
01:00 Motorsports 
02:00 Luge - > 

02:30 Close 





02:00 Protralts niMimm. 

03:00 Equinox DIRC0U8P 

04:00 Discovery 
Profile Series 
05:00 Go For It. 

06:00 Ushuaia 
07:00 The New Explorers 
08:00 Travelers 
09:00 Lonely Planet 
10:00 Inntimate Escapes 
10:30 inntimate Escapes 
11:00 Eyewitness 
11:30 Spalte 
12:00 Go For Itt 
13:00 The New Explorers 
14:00 Travelers 
15:00 Inntimate Escapes 
15:30 Inntimate Escapes 
16:00 U&huaia 
17:00 Lonely Planet 
18:00 The Shark Files 
16:00 Going Wild 
19:30 Paleworld IV 
20:00 Great Mysteries And 
Myths 

20:30 History^ Turning Points 
21:00 Extreme Machine 
22:00 Discovery Profile Series 
23:00 Go For Itl 
:00 Lonely Planet - 
01:00 Going Wild 
01 :30 Paleworld 


mi 

The Grind j 

33 

Night Videos 

07:00 

Kickstart 

08:00 

Top Selection 

09:00 

Kickstart 

10:00 

Non Stop Hits 

13:00 

European Top 20 

14:00 

Non Stops Hits 

17:00 

Select MTV 

19:00 

Say What 

20:00 

So 90's . 

21:00 

Top Selection 

22:00 

MTV Data Videos 

23:00 

Amour 

00:00 

MTV ID 

01 :0O The Late Llok 


02:00 Job&on's 
Choice 

03:00 The VHl Album Chart 
04:00 VH-1 Late Shift 
08:00 Power Breakfast 
10:00 Pop-up- Video 
11:00 VHl Upbeat 
14:00 Ten Of The Best: 

15:00 Premiere: Greatest Hits 

Of...: Diana Ross 

15:18 Pop-Up Video 

16:00 Jukebox 

18:18 Talk Music 

19:00 Five @ Five 

19:18 Pop-Up Video 

20:00 Happy Hour With Toyah 

Wfllcox 

21:00 VHl HUB 
23:00 Bob Mills' Big 80's 
00:00 The VHl Classic Chart 
01:00 Greatest Hits Of The 
Police 


02:30 Lush Lire 
02:55 It's A Man's 
World 

03:25 Married With Children 
03:50 Homicide: Life On The 
Streets 

04:40 One Life To Live 
05:30 General Hospital 
06:20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Port Charles 
07:35 Designing Women 
08:00 I Married Dora 
08:25 Daddy Dearest 
08:50 The Charmings 
09:05 Silver Spoons 
09:40 Houston Knights 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life To Live 
11:45 General Hospital 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Port Charles 
13:40 Designing Women 
14:15 I Married Dora 
14:40 Daddy Dearest 
15:05 The Charmings 
15:30 Houston Knights 
17:10 Minor Adjustments 
17:35 Step By Step 
1B:00 Early Edition 
19:00 Martin 

19:30 Malcolm And Eddie 
20:00 3rd Rock 
20:30 3rd Rock 
21:00 Melrose Place 
22:00 Lush Life 
22:30 It’s A Man’s World 
23:00 Love Boot: The Next 
Wave 

00:00 Friends 
00:26 Drew Carey 
00:50 Seinfeld 
01:15 Just Shoot Me 
01:40 ER 


04:00 Scenes Fro 
The Class 
Struggle fn Beverly 
Hills 

06:00 John Sanford's Mind Prey 
08:00 Tequila Sunrise 
10:00 Big Night 
12:00 Fled 

1 4:00 The Kidnapping Of The 
President 

16:00 Running On Empty 
18:00 Rude Awakening 
20:00 Crisscross . i . 

22:00 Vietnam War Story Thq Last' 
Days-' ‘ . = '■ ■■ , 

00:00 Circle Of Friends 
0^:00 Crisscross „ 


04:30 Crook & 

Chase 
05:30 Judge 
Judy 

06:00 Regis And Kathy 
07:00 Jeopardy (r) ^ 

07.30 Wheel Of Fortune 
* :00 Hollywood Squares 
■30 Sally Jessy Raphael 
:30 El Uncut 

10:00 The Roseanne Show 

11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 
11:30 Cooking Secrets of Tta 
CIA ■ 

12:00 El News Dally 
12:30 E! FYE 
13:00 Regis And Kathy Lee 
14:00 El Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15:00 Travel Update 
15:30 The View 
16:30 Flare TV 
1 7:00 The Roseanne Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel of Fortune 
19:00 HollyWbod Squares 
19:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 El Uncut 
20:30 El Cut To The Chase 
21:00 Et Extreme Close Up 
21:30 EIO&E 
22:00 Flare TV 
22:30 Late Show With David 
Letterman 

23:30 El News Daily {r} 
00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 The View (r) 


01:00 Night Moves •m«|u| *,j 
03:00 Blazing Saddles Jllillil w 
05:00 The Manchurian Camtdaie 
07:00 The Curse 01 The Pink 
Panther 
09:00 Rocky 
11:00 The Goodbye Girl 
13:00 East 01 Eden 
15:00 Some Like It Hot 
17:00 The Pink Panther 
19:00 Private BBn|amen 
21:00 Woman 01 The Year 
23:00 Klute 


12:00 Home Video pe 
10:30 Cartoons IS 
17:00 Super Boy 
18:00 Unplugged 
1 8:30 Saved By The Bell 
20:00 News 
20:30 Accapolco Heal 
23:30 Ruthless People 


07:00 Yan Can Cook 


14:00 Flash News/Live 
15:15 Telesport 
16:15 Pino 
20:00 News . 




08:00 Unk with Ch-1 
News in Arabic. 
08:30 Prograrti abovi 
Majesty Late 
09:00' Islamic 


10:00 NeW? 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B orn today, you always want 
to be on the move. You can 
think of nothing worse than 
' J pr ‘ ! ~ 
any one place with any one per- 
son, no matter how near and 
dear that place or person may 
be to you. Peripatetic from your 
earliest days, you seek the kind 
of endless variety and continual 
learning that comes from going 


from place to place as often as 
possible. Later In life, you will 
try to land the kind of career 
that allows you to travel as you 
do business, for this will enable 


characterized by static disap- 
pointment.. Your work and your 
relationships depend on the 
flexibility to move when you 
choose. 

Of course, there is a downside 
to your roving, • adventurous 


nature. Should you ever have a 
yearning for the kind of stable, 
settled life that marriage can 
offer, you must be willing to sac- 
rifice much that you had held 
dear in the past. With luck, how- 
ever, you should one day be able 
to strike a profitable balance. 

Also born on this date are: 
Sharon Stone, actress; David 
Rabe, playwright; Edie Brickell, 
singer; Jasmine Guy, actress; 
Chuck Norris,' actor. 




Sun!...'... .20th dlagrasPiscos ~ 

Moon 21st degree Sagittarius 

Mercury..... 5th degree Arles, stationary 

retrograde 

Venus 21st degree Arles 

Mars 12th degree Scorpio 

Jupiter...., 6th degree Aries 

Saturn 1st degree Taurus 

Jranus 1 5th degree Aquarius 

Neptune 4th degree Aquarius 

Pluto 11th degree Sagittarius 

Lunar Node. .22nd degree Leo 
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OROSCO 



PISCES 

(FebJj^fiurch2°) : 
YoLil^lv|;nb^uars 
^ay^Mt.you will 


^^at&f^g!nbf 
error, ttSkfifa risk! 


ARIES 

(March ^lAprllll));. 

You rriustiYi expect to ' 
accomplish everything ! 
on your own today. You 
must be wjlllng to coop- 
erate' with' those who 
share your motives and 
ambitions. 


TAURUS GEMINI CANCER 


(April ^May 20): 

You're liketyito -witness 
: things lhat . open your 
eyes tb new possibilities 
today. Npw.js not. foe: 
time to turn yoUr back 
on. promising develop- 1 
merits. 


(May. 21 -Juno 21): 

Despite the encourage- 
ment you receive from 
, i others' toddty. ypu’re^' -j 
; going to HaVd to work, - 'i 
■hard to'.qjrcumyent 
obstacles ibomlng In 
i'-C your, path: . ! 


(,11^0.22^1^23): 

Don’t w .9 rry If, you have to 
repeat yoursaft r J6r It 
means ! rrjofo riinjdrlnbre ' 
people Want to hear whdt 
you have to eayl Incjeed, * 
you have much on your 
mind. 


(July 2S^A‘i^ ; 23)s. 

\ >ni i'. >■ ' 

. . -\ \ -, 1 ■' ; W;' V •; J .' 

Organization mair tie ; ; ! 
lacking In solmoqudr^jj 
'fars tpday, anq lt!wlfl/‘ '■ 
be: up to ypLiitO make' j 
the best df Itipthbrs; ^’ 
are depe ndlng bn yoUr : 
innate creativity/ 


MIJLAN 

TRID.ixTl IUI’. 3:00-5:00 

GAEEHRIA 2 


VIRGO LIBRA SCORPIO SAGn TARIUS CAPRICORN AQUARIUS 

■(% 23-Sept. 22): (Sept- ^ 23): (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) (Nov.i2£-Dbc. 21): (Dec, 22-Jan. 19): (Jan 20-FQb/Ui): 


1 /feu may want to 
of past 


^ .Ck| 

^fho eiptie 11 


You- may butt heads 
with aomeone who is 
pof taking Important 
Issues as seriously as 
you. today. You can find 
happiness.in careful 
'■compromise.' 


Subtlety is not your forte 
today. Nevertheless, you. 
must try .to give some ;7 
thought to'belng courte* 

' ous.arid.tijnely before 
■. you speak or act. 


You may have to work This Is a goodday to let You are Inifof a .tew sur- 
harder than usual to con- bygones be by&bpes, or prises today; 1 no ma^er 
centrate on you r primary you may Arid that b whe re you took. Evein 
goal today!’ With distrac- potential. djfferencti of . external- influences may 

llpna abound, it wbn't : o pi nibri g row's: into' a "seem to : Work-againsl' . 

matter how focused; you V long-term conflict.:: you, but only for a { 

arel .■■■ 


where you took. Even 
exte mal - influences may 
' seem to Work againsf 
you , but- only for a ■ - 
while. !:. . 


DANCE 
WITH. ME 

3:30/6:30/8:30/3 0:30 

GA LIBERIA 1 

PERFECT 
MURDER 
6:30/8:30/10:45 
GAI.EERIA 2 






/A ' 



o)i:/ 


birthdays 
s the late Jethro 
ftP* Homer and 
Jmre lame, who was 
J* rn In 1 923...Dean 
hrrsnce, of Jan and 
fume. In 1941 
f>l« ULBcrioiVs Tom 

ftfclW («B« 

J 2 )., Swedish rap/pep 
iI3K Cherry In 

JWjM®W).„nndldle 
JHckeir of the New 
Hhsmians. who's Paul 

SKJ,?*' ,B ,9 “ 


TODAY'S 

MUSICAL 

MILISTONBSs 


llteater. 

In 1984. Michael Jackson’s 
‘‘Thriller'’ album marked its 
37th week atop the Billboard 
Top-200 album chart. That was 
longer than any other contem- 
porary rock or pop album. 
Only the cast album of "West 
Side Story” - at 54 weeks - had 
a lunger run at the top. 

Also In 1984, Ian Gillan left 
Black Sabbath, 

In 1988, Andy Gibb died of 
heart inflammation. He was 1 

. t 

only 30. 

In 1 99Q, a survey. oF 


breaking his contract. 

In 1994. rapper Tupac 
Shakur was sentenced to 15 
days in jail for the 1993 attack 
on his ex-employer on the set 
of a music video production. 

In 1996, Hootie and the 
Blow fish were . named 
America's favorite rock group 
at the 22nd annual People's 
Choice Awards. 

Also in 1996,. Alanis 
Morissette won four awards at 
the 25th. annual Juno 
■ Awards.. .GanadaV equivalent' 
tO.the Grammy?, / v . V' /. 

; ; lp 1997, legepdpryValj^l^ 


Russian teen-agers found die / ' ljr 1997|' legeDd^ryt^ljd-^ 
in 19S(J;'joh|mie gay wps ! Wqstem rock acts they^^ ■ 
’• in = l,k ^ ^ 

A*w« r^ii a-: FdK 'hii- h i4r ^ ti- • : .MlGiiael JacksoD/ pink- 


^ after iritetli V! 1 ^ 





JOCKSTRIP 


TODAY'S THING WE DON'T UNDERSTAND 

A survey by the Chicago outplacement firm Challenger. Gray and Christmas finds that. ..by n more 
than three-to-one margin.. .corporate personnel directors say Monica Lewinsky is hirable. 

One of the executives admitted that. ..although he’d consider her Tor a position tm which she’s qual- 
ified...lie’d be worried about media distractions. 

While Presidenr Clinton wasn't mentioned in the poll, one executive volunteered - “If you asked me 
about hiring President Clinton, I would say. ‘Forget it/’’ 

For what job does John Challenger think Monica is qualified? “Clearly sales. ...Everybody wants to 
meet her.” 

NEWS OF OTHER LIFE FORMS 

Police in Vernon, New Jersey, are asking for information about missing pets after a local man was 
arrested for allegedly skinning and boiling a car for dinner. 

Ex-convict Charles Whritenour was charged with animal cruelty after his housemates reported him 
to police when one of their cats turned up missing. A search or the house turned up a bag containing 
the cat's head and skin. 

Whritenour allegedly told police the cat was his pet Gizmo, ..and that he'd eaten cat about half-a- 
dozen times and a dog once. He's now being held at Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital. 

TODAY'S SIGN THE WORLD IS ENDING 

, Police are looking for a man who presented a falsified prescription for the anti-ini potent drug 
Viagra at the drive-through window of an Americus, Georgia, drug store. Pdllce say the man forged 
the signature of a local doctor...biit the pharmacist recognized the prescription os a fake and, refused 
to fill it. / • 1 : ; 

Americus Police Detective Jaqies Tondee says it's the first time he's seen a forged prescription for 
something other than narcotics'. •■ j •• •' ■ :-. J 


•ulg-AXaJ t 


AND FINALLY, TODAY'S UPLIFTING STORY 

A . j&year-old: Cuyahoga Falls High School junior wi|l be honored today ip Akron. Ohlo'. by the 
/ American Cross for saving the. life; of a .72-year^oid man. V -V- 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1 Former 
Pakistani 
loader 
7 Whiten 

13 Ot medi- 
cine 

14 In the 
shape ot an 
ellipse 

15 Punctual 

16 Called 

17 "The Waste 
Lend" Inlts. 

16 Likely 

20 Impair 

21 Dynamic 
prefix 

23 Gretzky's 
org. 

24 Indonesian 
island 

25 Future 
attys. 1 exam 

27 Heavenly 

29 Govt, 
housing 
org. 

31 Worn-out 
horse 

32 McKallen of 
"Gods and 
Monsters" 

33 Fish spear 

34 RouBe to 
action 


37 Loch — 
monster 

40 Umbaugh 
of talk radio 

41 Electrical 
unit 

43 ActreaB 
Gordon 

45 Computer 
key 

46 Astronauts' 
“all right" 

47 Forever 

48 Bordeaux 
wine 

51 Suitable for 
(arming 

54 Type of 
sugar 

55 Became 
boring 

58 One way 
to serve 
tometoes 

57- Bays 


1 Flora and 
fauna 

2 Gretel's 
brother 

3 Says 

4 Bl- plus 
one 

5 Comedian 
Conway 


Answer to Previous Puzzlo 


00011110 t • 00 aoH 

waanmo. *myuuo]0 

U00IUU0 BGjHHBHl 
U0U mod 
auu uJWuiSm c 


EaHH 0QDH 

Lapmn' B 


GEJ 

. _ 0Q 

000000 


IUS 0BJH0 S0H0 
100 U0000 000 
SHU 000 
HHQQUEj O00Q0B 
[300000 BE2HEI00 
00O00 HQBQBB 


Vast 
quantity 
Putting In 
[ugs 

56, Roman 

Sup 

Rocker 

Greg 

Split 

Many- 

headed 

serpent 

Prof. '8 deg.. 


Boorish 

Liquor 

measure 

This and — 

Fruitless 

Like Disney 

movies 


34 Ammo unit 

35 Property 

36 Greek letter 
35 Liable to 

litigation 

39 Surgical 
probe 

40 Magazine 
stands 

42 Giraffe 
relative 
44 Pays 
attention to 

49 Brawl 

50 Language 
suffix 

52 Raced 

53 100% 



SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 
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r .-u~<ilie opening of mystery- 
[ thriller "8 Millimeter 1 ’ was 
H the iHimbei'-one movie in 
America this weekend... accord- 
ing tu studio sources. 

The Sony release - starring 
Nicolas Cage - took in more than 
double the number-two film. 
Paramount's fourrh weekend of 
"Payback." Finishing a 
respectable third was Disney's 
opening of romantic drama 
"The Other Sister".. .starring 
Juliette Lewis as a mentally chal- 


lenged teen-ager. 

Warner Brothers' third week- 
end or "Message in a Bottle" 
came in a close Tourtli... fol- 
lowed by Disney's third week- 
end of "My Favorite Martian" in 
Fifth. 

Rounding out the top 10 are 
“October Sky"..."Shakespeare in 
Love"... "She's All That"..."Blast 
From the Past"...and "200 
Cigarettes." 


A PRINCELY VISIT 
TO BEVERLY HILLS 


ri tain's Prince Edward 
■ Windsor is in Beverly Hills 
today, wrapping up his 
cross-country lecture tour on 
the restoration of the family 
home - Windsor Castle. 
Windsor has been involved in 




film production recently, putting 
out a series of TV documen- 
taries un royal history, including 
“Windsor Restored." about the 
castle which was built by 
William the Conqueror in 1070. 




CONE 


v - «jhe death id Jut* DiMaggiu 
i inis fans, writers and 
il baseball people every- 
where searching fur enough 
superlatives to describe Joltin' 
Joe's accomplishments. 
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer 
David Halherstain - who wrote 
about DiMaggio and the world 
champion New York Yankees in 
liis best-selling hunk “The 
Summer nf *4‘J” - tells IJPI that 
The Yankee Clipper in his own 
time was comparable to 
Michael Jordan in current 
times. He says both were "ele- 
gant, charismatic and ‘played 
big' in big games." 


KINGS OF 
COMEDY TOUR 


-{Our of the nation’s 

. 4 hottest comics— who call 
themselves "The Urban 
Rat Pack"... a re announcing the 
launch of a 10-month, 40-city 
tour beginning this Saturday in 
Cleveland. 

The “Kings of Comedy" tour 
includes performances by 
Steve Harvey, slnr of "The 
Steve Harvey Show'"... Bern ie 
Mac. who starred in "Players 
Club" nnd "Friday "...D-L 

Hughley of the ABC comedy 
“The Hughleys".. .and Cedric 
“The Entertainer," co-star of 
“The Steve Harvey Show." 

Promoters say a similar tour 
last year grossed 17-poinl- 
Four-million dollars and played 
to sold-out venues across the 
country. 


MARION BELLO 


A ctress Marion Bello 
describes the Identity 
crisis she experienced in 
shuttling between the sets of 
"ER” and "Payback" to Details 
magazine by saying - Tin a 
doctor. I'm a hooker; I'm a doc- 
tor; I'm a hooker.” 

Bello plays no-nonsense 
pediatric resident Anna Del 
Amico on the NBC hospital 
drama and a prostitute named 
Rosie in the Mel Gibson 
thriller. 

The Philadelphia native 
rocketed out of obscurity with 
her big-screen debut opposite 
Ben Stiller in "Permanent 
Midnight.” She insists the 
instant star status hasn't gone 
to her head. In her words - 
“Give me a good steak, a 
scotch and a cigarette and I'm 
happy." 


yTpir 


iWiiiiii 


w uc.isiiims is suing (he lime 
[I Warner subsidiary Little 


•[].. ..Blown anti Company lor pul* 
lishing an unauthorized “Sl.11 
Ware" book. 

Tlie lawsuit - liled yusteiriay in 
federal court in Los Angeles - accus- 
es (lie publisher ul infringing mi 
the "Star Wars" irademaik with ils 
book "'Hie Unauthorized Star W us 
Compendium." The suit also 
charges violations ol Uic.isfihn's 
copyrights in the "Star Vttiis" Him 
trilogy and the variutis books 
that're part ofllie extensive “Star 
Wars" library. 

Liicasfilm’s lawyer Bert Fields 
says the lawsuit is part of a woild- 
wide campaign to protect rite 
rights of "Star VVtirs v in conneciiun 
with the upcoming release of "Star 
Wars: Episode 1, The Phantom 
Menace. " The movie opens 
nationwide May 2 1st. 

Reids says he experts the case 
to go to trial early next year... 
though a judge would likely mlc on 
an injunction before then. 


ROSIE O'DONNELL 

rdik 



A New Jersey man’s inadver- 
tent wake-up call to Rosie 
p'Donnell won him an 
appearance as guest announcer on 
Iter television show. 

Joe Snlagn of Hamilton decided 
to call O'Donnell early last 
-Wednesday to wish her luck ns 
host of the Grammy Awards pi^- 
sentation. He was put through to 
her hotel room in Los 
Angeles...and discovered to his 
horror that he'd woken hemp. List 
Thursday, O'Donnell sent a limo to 
bring Salaga and his motlier to the 
studio in Manhattan where her 
show is taped. 

Salaga - who works at a pizza 
restaurant in \htdJey, Pennsylvania - 
calls the appearance the most 
thrilliqg moment ofhis life. He says 
he loves O’Donnell because she's - 
quote - “a middle-aged; down-to- 
earth woman with a heart of dia- 
monds." ' .. 


r -j wynelli t'liltiuw will 
make liei lit si nppe.ir- 
Bailee as a pieseiitei mi 
the Osc.ns lelec.iM Match 21, 
hut what everyone wants to 
know is, will she piik une up 
that night too? At the Screen 
Actors Ciiiild Awards oil 
Sunday, Paltrow won lor mti- 
simidiiig perlorin.iiue by a 
female actor in a movie Ibr her 
work in “Shakespeare in l.nve." 
lhick.stago, she wanted to 
change the subject when 
someone asked il she thought 
it was a sign that an Oscar 
might be in her luture. She 
said "no, I don’t, and please 
don’t make it one." Paltrow 
says she grew up watching and 
worshipping Meryl Streep, and 
called fellow best .il tress nom- 
inees Kate Blanche! t and Emily 
Watson two ofllie nmsi talent- 
ed actress in the movies today. 


OSCAR NOMINEES? 


!. || -Jr* Oscar nominees came 
I together in Bevel lv Hills, 

! \ Gililbn tia, yesteixlay len- 1 heir 
traditional luncheon. 

Several nominees played down 
the competitive side of ihe Oscars 
race. ..bill most admit they’d like to 
win. 

Steven Spielbeig - who’s nomi- 
nated (or best director lor “Saving 
Private Ryan" - says lie had 111010 
fun last year— when he wsis nomi- 
nated Ibr directing 

, Amistnd"...hecause lie knew lie 
"didn't have a chance" against 
"Titanic" director James Gan tenth. 
Bill he says - "Wlien you have a 
slim at (tile Oscar), it’s torture." 

Nidi Nolle - who's up Ihr best 
actor Ibr 'Affliction" - says he has “a 
little trouble with 

awards"... I teenuse all tlie nominees 
did sudi a good job, it seems unfair 
to single otit any one actor. 

lltc Academy Awards will he 
presented Sunday, Match 21st, in 
Ijos Angeles. 


A CLOSE SHAVE 
FOR TO/VIA/IY LEE I 


A judge in Malibu, Calif., 
has let Motley Crue 
drummer Tommy Lee off 
the hook on a possible proba- 
tion violation rap. At issue was 
whether Lee violated his pro- 
bation in a spousal abuse case 
by having a drink at a Florida 
nightclub last December. The 
judge ruled that Lee did not. 
Lee is bn probation for beating 
his estranged wife, actress 
Pamela Anderson Lee. 


ANIMAL STORY 
Northwest Airlines has gw* 
in...and will allow a ftw fe. 
Michigan, pig famous for hiswv" 
iriloqnist act to dy ns a passenger 
Ihe Vietnamese pot-bellied pig 
■limed Pork Chop is pare ofAScia 
Uttaihii's comedy act. But la 
year, he was grounded wlten 
1 sit Hiii's airlines started banishiig 
animals to the baggage area, 
D.icob.i protesied.„saying tv®- 
n't sale lor her pig to fly in die 
align hold. 

Dacoba liad to cancel a week- 
loiig engagemenrat llieLasltps 
Kiviera Comedy Cub when ihr 
couldn't find an airline tolly 1 m 
pig as a possengci; However, she 
and Pork Chop will now be jbfc 
to make it out to California fora 
taping of "Tlie Tonight ShcmOih 
lay Lena." 

ANOTHER ANIMAL STORY 
Two eagle-eyed boaters n» 
have saved the life of an American 
link I eagle they IoiiikI struggling 
in the Immcoastal Waterway 
south of Jacksonville. Honda. 
Sunday. 

Jim Hathaway and Aly>o 
Miiikin say they were headed 
(iom Mayport to St. AugusCne 
when they spotted the bird 
splashing in die water some Ihe 
miles north of die St. Augustine 
inlet. They retrieved tlie bird and 
look it to a Jacksonville bird-res- 
cue facility. 

facility directors say tlie eagle 
was thin and weak and probsNy 
would not haw survived mudt 
longer on Its own. 

KIDS DO 

THE DARNDE^T* 5 
A Sheffield lake. Ohio, W* 
ager faces an April I 3 ^ ^ 
charging his girlfriend's bte** 

enhancement sihgciY t0 ® 

mother's credit card- ^ 

1 8 motidis iti prisanfor . 
for tiiebt^tatiom^i^^'^ 
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by Dick Rogers 


W/S PUZZLE s MOULD U 
&VE ALL you LAZYBONE S ^ 
50ME7UIN& 70 DO. 

Q Why is doing nothing 
• so hard? 

Complete the answer by using the 
Picture dues to fill in the blanks. 


l/A 
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-IN ED. 
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BY TRICKY RICKY KANE 


1 - Hx>l actor rtolce <1) 


nut •nn 


};2. Listened to a wren (11 


Every answer is a rtiimLny k 
pair o£ vmjjs Hite FTCTCAT -“J 
. LOUBLE TROUBLE }, and f" 

> Uft' '--in Bt in the letter S 

• . ec graU:ei ot a comedian (2) a^uares. The ruri:er after the S 

tun •nun definitkn tells ycu \w many M 

H . - . , ...... „ sy lla bl e s in eadi vord. ri 

4. onake s quick inhaLatic>ns (1) ■ a! 

limit in K 

$ . One who says "ahey" to a seaman (2) B 

. ’ © 1909 United Feaiuro Syndicate. Inc. S 

p nini •nntt ^ 

6. S;ore for a figure eight (2) pj| 

i» iiinifiuin | 

■’1. cudgel at a formal midday meal (2) *£ 

unit ti'iinn m 
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*H- THAW JAW 2. KENT WEMT 3. LACK 3HA0 4. BRIBE TRIBE 
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FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE 


BY LYNN JOHNSTON 



AHHH..- MICRoU-VWe 
EsPttftN AMD OH ICE. 
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MAKE, life EA& 1 ER 
For /vnoms/ 
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A HIP-HOP HOPEFUL 




«"^ap is urban America's Silicon 
1^ Wiley, generating fortunes 
A ^overnight. Sunkiss wants a 
piece. 

The M&G Diner in Harlem is a 
modest spot, but in (lie world of 
hip-hop, it is a landmark. Puff Daddy 
shot a CD cover here, and rappers 
come in for the soul food and oldies 
jukebox. On a drizzly February 
evening, DeShawn Barzey an aspir- 
ing rapper who calls himself 
Sunkiss, rirymes softly at the front 
table, quiet enough so the women 
at die counter can't hear When he 
raps, Barzey's deep-set eyes dance 
emphatically set off by a tattoo on 
bis neck, a blockish Chinese dime- 
ter signifying “I love God." 

At 24, he has led a twbulent life, 
and most of Ills songs follow suit, 
quick-witted bursts of oudandish 
mayhem and sexual exploit that he 
calls “corned ic terror.' 1 But tilts one is 
different. 

“Mama, Mama, f want to be a rap 
star,” lie diants. “Riding in a limou- 
sine/Read about me In a magazine." 
Barzey’s mother, too, has led a 
chaotic existence, and lie does not 
know where site is now. When he 
wins his first Grammy, he imagines 
her looking beautiful in a nice dress, 
her problems, like his, behind lien 

“Mama, Mama," he raps, “come 
and kiss your rap star." 

One night last year, Barzey set a 
goal for himself, He was in the 
Lackawanna County jail in 
Pennsylvania, serving time on a 
1996 drag charge. With help from 
above, lie vowed to land a recording 
contract within his first year on the 
outside. "I gotta get this money,'' he 
says, somberly “or else I'm going to 
be on the street again, and I don't 
play with the streets like that." 

There is an edge in his voice, but 
not of desperation. This month or 
next, a little more than a year since 
his release, DeShawn Barzey 
expects to sign a contract worth 
upwards of half a million dollars. 

Hip-hop, originally scraped 
togetiier on stolen spray paint and 
borrowed electridty, has become 
urban America's Silicon Mil ley gen- 
erating instant fortunes for young 
performers and entrepreneurs just 
out of school-somctimes the school 
of hand knocks. In 1998, rap acts 
sold more than SI million albums, 
the best year in the history of the 
music. Every week, it seems, a new 
rapper vaults from obscurity to the 


top of die charts. 

Barzey and his handfers, two 
twenty-something friends from 
Howaid University, are trying to cre- 
ate the next overnight success. Like 
professional sports, rap is an allur- 
ing long shot, a dream that can 
sometimes blind. “Every kid is a 
dope rapper, according to him and 
Ns friends," says Chris Schwartz, 
CEO of RuffHouse Records, home to 
Lnuryn Hill and the Fugees. But 
Barzey is betting on success. “1 think 
I got the drugs to have friends 
checking” 

In his manager's sport utility vehi- 
cle, Barzey offers a staccato sketch 
of his life so lac 1 have an older 
brother who got killed in '92, shot ' 
to death. Father dead, brotlier dead, 
uncles dead, dose family members 
on drugs, noone to turn to. I was on 
the run Tor two years. I did several 
prison bids. I got stabbed, almost 
fatally 1 lost many fHertds. I left guys 
that captured my lieart, that's in jail 
forever, never going to come home. 
Now I got a chance to represent, 
show the world tliat 1 can d range, 
they can change, too.” 

Robert Cummins, 29, who calls 
himselfDon Pooh, is a hip-hop man- 
ager and - like most - an aspiring 
entrepreneur, now negotiating to 
launch his own boutique label. He 
first met Barzey last year, and was 
impressed with his flow, or delivery. 
Quirkiiy energetic, Barzey flipped 
manic word associations. “My name 
is SunkissMos love the way I 
tongue-kiss,” begins one rapid-fire 
rhyme. Even more, Cummins was 
taken by the rapper's cartoon 
charisma. He eases the vehicle into 
traffic. “I really felt |Sunktss| was the 
next artist to blow,” or become a 
star, lie says. It is my third meeting 
with the two men, and Barzey's spir- 
its have yo-yo’d noticeably. Two 
weeks previously he had auditioned 
for die top executives at Elektra 
Entertainment. With no backing 
music or demo tapes, he just spit, or 
rapped. He took off his shirt He 
jumped up on a table. "He blew us 
away because he was so animated," 
says Merlin Bobb, senior VP ofA&R. 
"He has a great sense of humor, but 
he's also saying something." Tire 
label immediately offered a substan- 
tial deal. Since then, Barzey lias 
surged with elation and anxiety, 
alternately spiraling in exultation or 
dread, "today, lie says, he wishes lie 
could be invisible. "Pm scared of 


fame, afraid of drama tliat can occur 
because I'm famous. It’s scary to 
walk into a place and have 10 [guys| 
look at you, and you don't know 
what they want with you. Do they 
like you? Do they want to hurt you? 
Or do diey have some beef from a 
long time ago?' 

We are headed toward the South 
Bronx, to 1060 Sherman Avenue, a 
squat brick building that looms 
monumentally in Barzey's life. 

Though lie was raised in Hariem, 
lie spent most ofhis youth here, and 
lie craddes with nervous anticipa- 
tion. "When 1 left this block, I always 
felt, I ain't never coming back until 
Vm paid, until I'm doing something. 
Right now, I'm here for a cause. Pm 
about to put this place on the map. 
All the tears, blood, sweat we 
dripped off our bodies is going to 
be represented off my rap move." 

The building holds a place in 
Bronx (ore. Larry Daws, the drug 
dealer who achieved notoriety after 
wounding six cops in a 1986 shoot- 
out, then beating die charge, lived 
upstairs. “This building was on 
'America's Most Minted,'" says Leon 
Bishop, 26, a childhood friend of 
Barzey's, now trying to move his 
family out. Growing up, he says, he 
and Barzey used to play lack the 
can, steal the bacon. Though they 
didn't attend school (Barzey 
dropped out before high school, but 
later earned a GED), diey sneaked in 
for die free lunches. “It was nothing 
but hip-hop when we were growing 
up," says Bishop. "Crack selling and 
hip-hop, nothing but. Bitdies, hip- 
hop and survival.'' Barzey leads an 
excited tour of die grounds. This 
was second base, he gushes; tiris 
was where he learned to break- 
dance, wiiere he threw up his first 
graffiti mural. He abruptly drifts 
tone. This was where he and his 
brotlier sold crack, from die age of 
about 12. 

The name Sunkiss came from a 
brand of dope they sold. On a bit of 
dirty sidewalk in front, Barzey looks 
down. "This was wire re my brotlier 
was killed," shot by a rival dealer. 

Made Pitts, 28, the other figure 
shaping Sunkiss' career, has a saying 
about rappers. Most of them, lie 
says with a shrug, “have rlieir own 
movie that tlieyVe been through. 
I'm not saying ail rappers liave bad 
■backgrounds, but it's been lieard 
before” Pitts and Cummins first met 
at Howard University, where tiiey 


also befriended fellow student Pufly 
Combs. After college, Pitts eventual- 
ly managed the Notorious BIG., the 
biggest act on Puffy's label, Bad Boy. 
Cummins worked for Pitts’ manage- 
ment company before striking out 
on his own. Cummins is the laconic 
half of die pair, chewing absently on 
a plastic straw. When lie likes some- 
tiling, he says he's feeling it. “I’m 
feeling Harlem more tiian the 
Bronx," he says, before a photo 
shoot. Pitts is more angular and 
brusque. "I'm a savage,” he says, 
only half in jest. Wlicn he likes 
something, he saw lie isn't mad at 
it "I’m not mad at die Sylvia situa- 
tion," he says, at the prospect of 
signing with Elektra boss Sylvia 
Rhone. 

In 1997, Cummins met a young 
Brooklyn rapper named Shyne, 
whose style eerily recalled the late 
Notorious B.I.G. “I just saw some- 
thing in him, I saw a star," he recalls. 
He signed Shyne to an arrangement 
known as a production deal: 
Cummins would act as an interme- 
diary, contracting with a major label 
to finance, manufacture and distrib- 
ute the recordings he delivered, and 
paying Shyne from his take. Pitts 
signed'on as manager. With Kenny 
Meiselas. a high-powered lawyer 
who represents Puff Daddy, they 
went looking for a deal. 

Just five years ago, soys Meiselas, 
rappers signed to labels for 
advances as low as $50,000. “If you 
did better tiian $175,000, you were 
doing very well." But of late, fees 
liave doubled. 

“Because hip-hop artists are so 
multimedia, they're tapped into that 
young audience, whether it be 
through commercials or selling 
sportswear," says Elektra's Bobb. 
Major labels, which once eschewed 
rap, "feel Iiaving this type of artist is 
an asset." As several companies got 
interested in Shyne, die bidding got 
heady. 

“After Puff," says Pitts, “they got 
dirty." Shyne ultimately signed with 
Bad Boy for a deal reported at 
$900,000 and a furnished 
Manliattan condo. With Sunkiss, 
the same team hopes to repeat the 
magic. “Shyne's deal changed the 
industry” says Pitts, who signed 
Sunkiss to a production deal. "Now 
a lot of people soy, 'I want a Sliyne 
deal."' 

Willi a big advance, Sunkiss can 
court name producers, who com- 



rand 

up to six ' s '■ 
figures per 
song. Their cadiet, 
in turn, should attract radio pro- 
grammers, a boost for an unknown. 
Yet success is far from guaranteed. 
Unlike rode bands, hip-hop acts 
don't build their audiences on die 
live circuit. Instead, diey try to cre- 
ate a buzz through cameos on 
albums by established stars, then 
through the underground mix tapes 
peddled by influential deejays. 

The window for blowing up is 
brief “If you just consider yourself a 
street prophet with great rhymes,’’ 
soys Schwartz of RuffHouse, "those 
guys are a dime a dozen. You liave 
to liave identity, image, what we 
used to call a shtik." 

Barzey is undaunted. Already, lie 
cut a cameo for the multiplatinum 
Big Punisher. He lowers die car’s 
tinted window to diat up a young 
woman. “You probably seen me in 
my silver Benz," he lies, not without 
some diami. The woman does not 
give him her number, but writes 
down her address, which he 
promptly tosses out. Never mind. 
Someday, he says, "when I see peo- 
ple dandng to my s — t, enjoying it, 
it’ll make at) this worthwhile." He 
doses die window, and Don Pooh 
pulls out, rolling high under the 
warm Harlem sun. 

' By JOHN LELAND 


SPRINGFIELD 
RE-ISSUES DUE IN 
TWO WEEKS 


H /r-he Mercury/Clironides label 
says it will go ahead with 
plans to le-issue five Dusty 
Springfield albums, on March 23. 
Springfield, who is being inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
next week, died March 3 following 
a long baide with breast cancer. A 
private funeral service is sdieduled 
for Friday at St. Maiy's Cluurli in 
Henley-On-Thames, where 
Springfield lived. The service will 
be followed by a reception. Tlie 
singer's U.S. manager, Vicki 
Wickham, says Springfield wanted 
a “real knees-up parly for her 
friends." Wicklinin says tliere will 
be no memorial services in 
Irondon, New 'fork or Los Angeles - 
in accordance with Springfiekl's 
wi sites. 


MUSICAL 


Whore is Ala rtis 
Mojissettc from? 

i' ‘ •' 

Answer: Morjsseftc 
wtiS born in Ottawa, 
Canada. By tile way, 
sh;c was a twin 
brother named Wado. 


ELTON JOHN 
WILL PERFOR/Vl 
FOR CHARITY 


E lton John will play Friday 
night at the grand open- 
ing of the new Hard Rock 
Cafe in OrJando, Fla. Proceeds 
will benefit the Elton John 
AIDS Foundation and Give Kids 
the World. The guest list For 
Friday's event also includes 
actress Jennifer Love Hewitt 
and the Backstreet Boys. 


TAKING RAF BACK 
, ITS REAL ROOTS 



tnough with the endless sampling and the cheesy million-doljar videos, 
isays the Philadelphia-based act the Roots. It's time to make rap real 
Again. “Now it’s ail about money and talking about how many women 
you have and cars you drive," says drummer Quest Love. "Corporate 
America has taken it over.’ 1 

; But less sampling doesn’t spell a lack of influences. Tbri group's sublime 
album, 'Unrigs Fall Apart,” takes its title from Oilnua Adiebe's novel about 
colonizers who destroy an African community. 

Another track tolices In a scene from Spike Lee’s “ 'Mo' Better Blues." 

The Rohts call for a return to the old school of rap with their five band 
sound and their midtempo beats, but the best trade is "You Got Me," a love 
song featuring Erykah Badu. (The group produced and performed on her 
Grammywinning album.) With Badu’s earthy falsetto and frontman Blade 
Thought's smooth Philly flow, the song will likely become an anthem for the 
Lauryri Hfil crowd. 

"Things Fall Apart” reminds us that truly good music - hlp-iiqp or other- 
wise - never* strays for from its roots. ; . ByAlllsor) Samtiels 


BUY YOUR 

TAPES 
&CDS 

AT 



Phone: 5850350 

http://www.mu5icbOJdo.com 

<Hwdhjbesaii)@m^^ 


WATERCOOLER 

STORIES 


ONLINE TO JAIL? 

W hen Scott Yoder of 

Medina Cm*- 

nah"), Ohio, bean 
frustrated with how much the 
his wife was spending on fr 
Internet, he decided to go to fe 
source.., the telephone junedm 
box outside his home. He 
snipped the wires. Now: faier 
could be indicted this week for 
disrupting public services, nWv 
is a felony. His wife claims he vm 
trying to control her. 

DEREGODAJUDGE, 

MRXONE 

I magine die embarrassment ii 

legal aides in Quebec, GnaA 

when evidence turned up that 
a judge liad laundered money for 
a drag dealer. Not while hews* 
judge, but when he was sd a 
procuring lawyer. On Friday, for- 
merjustice Robert Flab ill was sen- 
tenced to three years. (Wraps 
he'll be assigned to the prison 
laundry. 

DERE GO DA JUDGE. 
PART TWO? 

I f you're going to do something 
crooked, what better ewer 
tiian being a judge, federi 
prosecutors say die presiding jus- 
tice of tlie peace in Marioopi 
County, Arizona, was one of four 
people behind a 1 5 million dob 
scam to sell bogus insurance to 
track drivers. All four are diaiped 
with mail fraud, wire fraud, 
money laundering, and congwa- 

<y- 

THEY BARELY WORK WIN 
THE RIGHT COINS! 

V ending machine opera® 
in Europe fear the ivo* 
Thanks to the switch wa 
single currency, vending mad^ 

in 1 5 countries must be 

But tlie mints in those 
liave yet to agree on a standani 
for the electrical resistance ob- 
tain key "euro" coins. V™ 1 
could mean a. lot of 
ness., .or a flood of courfefW 

new coins that wipe out the wv 

dors. 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF 

TOY FAIR 

« most coiwntiow^f 
jV/lyawn, ixrt .one ^ 

IV Ijuled mWApril h 

into. 1* 

Center - which is 

host a Sex feM , 

:v n-.-.'Ar 
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from cooperstown to dodgertown, 

TRIBUTES TO JOLTIN' JOE POUR IN 



someone who was what a 
baseball player should be,' 
God would have created Joe 
DiMaggio. And lie did." 

To many, Joltin’ Joe's death 
at age 84 marked the end of 
an era. Tlie Yankees center 
fielder captivated and 
inspired a nation coping with 
the Depression and World 
War II, and his fame endured 
and even grew after retire- 
ment in 1951. 

He was remembered for his 
elegance playing rhe most 
glamorous position in base- 
ball on the most glamorous 
team in sports. 

American flags at Yankee 
Stadium, including one ill left 
field's hallowed Monument 
Park, were lowered to half 
staff. So was the Hall of Fame 
flag in Cooperstown, N.Y., 
where a wreath was placed 
around DiMaggio's plaque. 

“The reverence for him was 
unsurpassed," said Hall of 
Fame spokesman Jeff Idelsori.; 

DiMaggio spent his final 
years in a waterfront resi- 
dence, living alone until he 
became sick. He spent 99 days 
in a hospital before going 
home Jan. 19, and died barely 
one month shy of the Yankees' 
bogie opener, where he hoped 
to throw out the first ball. ’ 



nr 


Baseball great Joe DiMaggio and Marilyn Monroe, put their heads t 

toflolher cis they wait (or their marriage ceremony in San I The Now York Yankees confer fielder' kisses the ball struck for 

jrancisco in this January 14, 1954 file photo. (AP Photo) I his 2 ' 000 c<ireer hit in fhis June 20, 1*50 file image. {AP Photo) 


HOLLYWOOD, Florida (AP) — 
At Yankee Stadium and the 
Miite House, from 
Dodgertown to Cooperstown, 
joe DiMaggio’s friends and 
fans paid tribute to a man 
acclaimed as baseball’s great- 
living player. 

Ne reign ended Monday, 
"'hen DiMaggio died at home 
blowing a five-month battle 
J ilh lun 8 cancer. His legacy, 
"owever, survives. 

Tie became the very sym- 
nI of American grace, poiyer 
!R J skill." President Clinton 
1 h *ve no doubt that 
T" fu,ur e generations look 
jj l he best of America in 
,20th century, they will 
Yankee Clipper 
J »dal| that he achieved." 

* funeral will be held 
™'%i" DiMaggio 1 , native 

than California, with bur- 

cjt: in s “ 

MnMrhile, eulogies 
bev fl !J ln , fr0m bal,fle Ws and 

S remembrances of 

* St * a k and DiMaggio's 
other achievements. 

(h t0 peo P ,e all over 
fhyer ? Wl,at 8 baseball 
V u SUp P° sed to be 

ijrr f0m,er Dod S ers 

, a f Tommy Lasorda. 

: rjf0u s «ld to God, * Create 


"4?°^ i V' 

*v--e 1 ora™£ .-' T - • 

•«!. ,W . , - ■ ; 

% [■ 




i DIMoflsI* iMn eft a ntwi cwiforaflM In this 
1991 HI* pMo l« N«w Ywk. (AP Photo) 

At DiMaggjojli ’ betjsitis , children; arid two friends, 
wlferi; he died were brother HI? estranged; r,elritlopship 
L 'Dorhjh[ck, .a former major/, with his only child yyaS rennet- 
league outfielderi two grarid- ed jn his last will , arid testa- 


ment. A trust fund will pay 
$20,000 a year to Joseph Paul 
DiMaggio jr.. who works in a 
Northern California junkyard 
and lives in n trailer. Tlie 
bequest appeared to be rhe 
smallest gift in the document, 
which by comparison estab- 
lished trust Tunds of $500,000 
apiece for two great-grand- 
daughters. 

An immigrant Italian fisher- 
man's son, DiMaggio spent his 
entire 13-year career with the 
Yankees. He played for 10 
pennant winners and nine 
World Series champions, bat- 
ting- .325 lifetime with 361 
home runs. He won three AL 
Most Valuable Player awards, 
appeared in 11 All-Star games 
and entered the Hall of Fame 
in 1955. 

A handsome, quiet man 
who cherished his privacy, 

- DiMaggio nonetheless . 

ascended to the top rank of 
popular culture when he was 
briefly: married to Marilyn 
Manroe in the mid-1950s; The 
reluctant celebrity blossomed 
from a mere ballplayer into an 
American icon cited In the; 
works of Ejrnest Hemingway 
and Paul simoft; ‘ : - ( 

DiMaggio's place in base-. 
■ ball ; History was ! secure as 
earty a* 'I941, when lie bit (ri 


56 consecutive games - one of 
the most enduring records in 
sports. A popular song of the 
day reflected the common 
sentiment: “Joe, Joe 

DiMaggio, we want you on 
our side." 

On tlie 50th anniversary of 
the streak, DiMaggio 
expressed surprise he still 
held the record. 

"There are a lot of great 
ballplayers," he said. "One 
day, someone's going to come 
along and break it. But I've 
been saying that for 50 
years." , 

There Were other records, 
and there would have been 
even more had he not volun- 
teered for the Army during i 

World War II. He spent 2 1/2 1 

years in the Army's physical .1 

training program . for - air 
cadets. . 

Now, more than 30 years 
after. they were written, the. 
lyrics of the Simon and : ■ ; 

Garfunkel song "Mrs. . . 
Robinson" ring sad but trues ' 

“Where have you. gone Joe . 

DiMaggio? ‘ 

n A nation ; turns its lonely 
■ .eyes toybu. V ..' 1 , ' 

., H What's that you -say, Mrs i 
.Rbblrisqn? . 1, . 

. .V ! n’- ' j bit I jefit ai|d': . ' 

' gone away/!. :; - :■ 
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WATCH 
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INDIAN WELLS. California (AP) — Results Monday of the $2.45 
million Newsweek Champions Cup men's tournament nt the 
Hyatt Grand Champions Resort: 

Singles 
First Round 

Greg Rusedski (10), Britain. I Felix Mantilla. Spain, def. 


def, Petr ‘Korda, Czech 
Republic, 6-3. 6-4. . 

Marat. Safin, Russia, def. 
Thomas Enqvist (13), Sweden, 

6- 4, 6-4. 

Paul Haarhuis, Netherlands, 
def. Albert Costa-|15), Spain. 

7- 6, 6-1. 

Thomas Johansson ( 1 6), 
Sweden, def. Jason 
Stoltenberg, Australia, 6-2, 6- 
3. 

Nicolas Kiefer, Germany, def. 
Mariano Pueita, Argentina, 6- 
3, 6-2. 

Francisco Clavet, Spain, def. 
Wayne Ferreira, South Africa, 
6-3, 6-2. 

Hicham Arazi, Morocco, def. 
Tommy Haas, Germany, 5-5, 
retired. 


Arnaud Di Pasquale, France, 6- 
4, 6-4. 

Gustavo Kuerten, Brazil, def. 
Thomas Muster. Austria, 6-2, 
6-4. 

Sjeng Schalken, Netherlands, 
def. Jonas Bjorkman, Sweden, 
1-6, 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (8-6). 

Jan Siemerink, Netherlands, 
def. Michael Chang, Mercer 
Island. Wash., 7-5, 6-3. 

Cedric Pioline, France, def. 
Mariano Zabaleta, Argentina, 
6-4, 4-6, 6-3. 

Xavier Malisse, Belgium, def. 
Davlde Sanguinetti, Italy. 6-1, 
3-6, 6-1. 

Mark Phillppoussis, Australia, 
def. Bohdan Ulihrach, Czech 
Republic, 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (7-4). 


Doubles 
First Round 

Neil Broad, .Britain, and Andrew Florent and David 
Robbie Koenig, South Africa, Macpherson, 'Australia, def, 
def. Jim Courier, Orlando, Fla., Canada. an d 

and Chris Woodruff, 

Knowvllle, Tenn., 6-1 6-7 (7-4), "ex 0 ' Bl:len I 6 )' Amarillo, 


7-6 (7-2). 


Texas, 6-3, 6-2. 


SIERRA NEVADA (R) — High winds around the starting gates of 
the downhill races have forced the cancellation of the first day's 
racing at the World Cup Alpine skiing finals, organizers 
announced on Tuesday. 

The men's and women’s downhill races will now be held, as 
originally scheduled, on Wednesday. 

Storms had been anticipated for Wednesday but those fears 
have now abated. 

However, the weather is still expected to affect the World 
Cup finals timetable, with storms predicted for Thursday when 
the men's and women's Super-G races are scheduled. 


" j.u.iu-iii- II jjujN.i] 


LISBON, Portugal (AP) — Liverpool defender Steve Harkness 
arrived In Lisbon on Tuesday to finalize contract terms with the 
Portuguese first-division club Benfica. 

"He's not a Benfica player yet, but we expect him to become 
one today," spokesman Elidio Parames said by telephone. "We 
just need to settle the conditions with the player." 

Parames would not discuss the transfer fee, but Portuguese 
media said Benfica would pay Liverpool 220 million escudos 
($1.19 million) for Harkness, the 26-year-old defender who 
failed to secure a regular first-team place with the English 
Premier League club this season. 

Benfica, coached by former Anfleld manager Graeme 
Souness, already -has two former Liverpool players -■ Dean 
Saunders and Michael Thomas. ' 


HINGIS DOMINATES . ™n 

SCHNYDER AT EVERT CUP HEAT BURNS THE SIXERS 
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Indian Wells, California (DPA) — Patty 
Schnyder’s new ail orange juice regime 
failed to work wonders Monday night as 
top seed Martina Hingis won a Swiss show- 
down 6-3, 6-1 in the third round of the 1.3- 
million-dollar Evert Cup. 

Hingis, the 18-year-old world number I, 
took a 2-1 career lead against her Fed Cup 


teammate from 1998. moving early into 
command with a break in the fourth game 
of the opening set to start the winning 
landslide. 

Schnyder has split with her parents over 
her new relationship with controversial 
German Rainer Hamecker, a 42-year-old 
who recommends heavy orange juice 



Hingis sticks out hsr tongue after winning a point against 
Schnydor during the Evert Cup March 8,1999. Hingis won 
8-1, 6-3. (AFP Photo) 


intake because it is “almost identical to 
mother's milk." 

“I drink two to three liters per day," said 
Schnyder. "I also drink water sometimes." 
The change of coach has driven a sub 
between the player and her family, with 
whom she is currently not on speakinz 
terms. 6 

Hingis was never troubled against 
Schnyder. ranked 12th on the WTA Tour 
and winner of five titles last year. Hingis 
broke her compatriot twice in the first set 
and was equally dominant in the second. 

“It was a great match from both sides,’ 
said Hingis. "She started ofTvery well, I hid 
to win all of the points by myself. We had 
long rallies - 1 was able to win them, but it 
wasn’t easy.” 

Though the defending champion 
advanced easily, it was a bad day for third 
seed Monica Seles, who went onto the 
scrap heap with a listless 6-2, 6-4 defeat at 
the hands of Slovakian Henrieta Nagyovz 

Seles was hard-pressed to explain what 
went wrong with her form. 

“My mind was not there from start to 
end. it's my worst loss in quite awhile,’ said 
the 1992 champion. “She attacked and ran 
down balls, she was a solid player today.” 

Seles dropped the first five games; "My 
head wasn’t there and my game wasrfi 
there. I never had a chance to come back 
into it. She's a quick player, but that didn't 
bother me, I was just pushing the ball back 
today." 

Tile early exit put Seles on the sidelines 
along with Lindsay Davenport and Russian 
drawcard Anna Kournikova. 

TWo more outsiders took seeded names 
down a notch. American Chanda Rubin 
ousted number 7 Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa, 6-4, 6-4; Sandrine Testud beat 12th 
seeded Wimbledon finalist Nathalie Tbuzial 
7-6 (7-3). 6-2. 


Kim Un-yong, remained under Investiga- 
tion after that initial phase of the Inquiry, 
and 16 more names were added after a 
Salt Lake ethics panel report into the 
vote-buying that- surrounded the city’s 
winning quest for the 2002 Winter 
Games. 

Pound earlier described the latest list 
of offenses as far less serious than the 
first batch. 

The five members ousted by the execu- 
tive board In January, nlong with any 
other recommended for expulsion .this 
week, will have to go before a special 
IOC general assembly in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, March 17-18 to try to win 
reinstatement. 

Pound said IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch has sent weekly letters to all 
members, explaining the status of the 
string of investigations into the alleged 
corruption and the changes in structure 
and rules that will be proposed next 
week. . 

Those reforms are expected to Include 
an end to the wide-open 1 campaigning by 
cities hoping to stage the Olympics, 
beginning with June's vote for the 2006 
Winter Games. 

■ Pound said: a ' proposal for a review 
panel to narrow the 'six-city, field to two 


MIAMI (AP) — Dan Majerle 
rebounded Tim Hardaway's 
miss and scored with 1.1 sec- 
' oods remaining as the Miami 
j Khi overcame an injury to 
Alonzo Mourning to beat the 
Philadelphia 76ers 91-89 in 
U.S. National Basketball 
Association play Monday 
night. 

Teny Porter paced foul- 
pligced Miami with 20 
points, while Allen Iverson, 
to NBA's leading scorer, led 
RiUadelphia with 28. 

He Heat have won 12 of 
tfceir last 14 games and seven 
n i row at home. They have 
town the 76ers nine 
straight times, including an 
JM8 win Friday In 
Philadelphia. 

Mourning injured his right 
wile 36 seconds into the 
stand half when he picked 
‘phis fourth foul while Theo 
hiiilf scored from close 
Mourning's ankle was 
wiped on the bench, where 
te stayed until 9:19 remained 
1,1 iIk game. Fourteen sec- 
lfl ds later, lie returned to the 
Selbies with his fifth foul. 


Pistons 75. Wiyrcfjf 

ZL 

In Auburn Hills. Michigan, 
Grant Hill had 19 points, 
eight assists and eight 
rebounds to lead the surging 
Pistons. Detroit has won 
seven or eight, while the 
Wizards have just two wins in 
their last eight. 

Loy Vaught added a season- 
high 18 points and eight 
rebounds for Detroit, while 
Lindsey Hunter scored 16. 

Mitch Richmond led the 
Wizards with 22 points, while 
ex-Piston Otis Thorpe had 
nine points and 1 7 rebounds. 

Both teams were missing 
members ot their starting 
lineup. Washington point 
guard Rod Strickland didn't 
make the trip with a groin 
strain, while Pistons power 
forward Don Reid was a late 
scratch with a sprained ankle. 

Hawks 114. Magir 

1UL 

In Orlando, Florida, Mookie 
Blaylock's steal of an 
inbounds pass with 5.4 sec- 
onds remaining helped 
Atlanta hang on ro snap the 



t ft?!"? Hwddwoy (R) dm dunk, but U 

JouM by Hawk, center Dike mb. Mutombo during the 
March I game In Orlando, PL(AFP Photo) 



IOC TO GET FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
TODAY; ONE CASE PENDING 

NEW YORK (AP) — One case remains to Kim Un-yong, remained under investiga- finalists, then have the full membership 
be resolved among members oF the tion after that Initial phase of the Inquiry, quickly vote on the winner was a 

International Olympic Committee under and 16 more names were added after a the plans that could be recommen 
investigation In the Salt Lake bribery Salt Lake ethics panel report into the the executive board. nrooosed 

-scandal, the chief investigator says. vote-buying that- surrounded the city’s The board originally na p ^ 

Vice president Dick Pound refused winning quest for the 2002 Winter stripping the membersh: ip o / 
Monday to identify the member whose Games. but backed off that plank a e 

case Is still being debated by his six-man Pound earlier described the latest list and-file rebellion, ^ 

panel, or to say what recommendations of offenses as far less serious than the "We are canvassing . ^ 

the Inquiry would make on any of the 19 first batch. Involved to get ahandle on 

IOC members under review. The five members ousted by the oxecu- right thing to do, Poun si i • ^ 

The panel will holds Its final confer- tive board In January, nlong with any IOC leaders also are un e j. con f|dencc 
ence call Tuesday, "and I hope we can other recommended for expulsion .this to conduct a crucial vo e >jn ^ 

come to substantial closure," Pound said, week, will have to go before a special on Samaranch. Althoug » ^ ^ jg. 

The commission then will send its rec- IOC general assembly in Lausanne, the membershlp^will vo e ^ 
ommendatloqs to the IOC’s ruling execu- Switzerland, March 17-18 to try to win year-old Spaniard to re ™ w hether w 
^ive board, probably in a conference call reinstatement. IOC officials are uncer ^ acc [ aBa .; 

on Wednesday, with the board announc- Pound said IOC president Juan Antonio have a secret ballo{ or P , . 

ing its actions, he said. Samaranch has sent weekly letters to all tlon. . «lv watching ^ 

"There Is one case on which we have members, explaining the status of the With the world cios ^ 0 f jq 

not come to a resolution," Pound said in string of investigations into the alleged move the IOC makes . (■■ 0 ffk|dl, 
an interview. corruption and the changes in structure biggest corruption, » c 9ticM. 

He wbuld not say what the odds were and rules that will be proposed next expect the committee, ■ ?. .j: 

of coining to a final decision on that case week. . no matter what.proce M 

or if the inquiry commission would send Those reforms are expected to include IOC members to. ■ '| S j# . 

its recommendations to the board if that an end to the wide-open campaigning by Press that; the conn genertfw't 

■ case remained unresolved. cities hoping to stage the Olympics, being depated r ; ‘ . ^ 

Nine IOC members already have beginning with June’s vote for the 2006 bership an d thjj * aa . , ^nypssirtB' ^ 

resigned or been expelled in the worst Winter Games. Saitiararich Jqa* ■ 

scandal in IOC history. Three .other mem- * Pound said: a 1 proposal for a Review opinions 'of IOC | fl j a fp^thl? '^l : 

bers, including executive board member panel ro narrow the slx-dty field to two >d to settle on a! ror^ . 


local sports 

SCENE 

iordaniqn WnMn'fi 

Snorts SflnrifKH- 

V. , 

Minister of Youth and Sports, Muhammad 
‘■aien's sports* S * >0nsor * ng a sem ' nar about the importance of 

th f importance of t,ie role women have 
r ' :n *are imrtn r0Ug 10Ut llistor y- The minister indicated that 
r 4aQy, P 3nt t0 women Physically, psychologically, and 

womir,’ thC minlstry wlH assume responsibility for 
■in’ S sports an d eliminating the obstacles that it 

^r Wt h e H a lr.° rganized by tbe Jordanian Olympic 
^ of Commerce t0n ° f Traine,s and he| d in the Madaba 

ulnars are due to be held throughout the Kingdom. 

^ daw PfliTlmfanll 

f^ews 

o a ||y 

^Office of t-i, C ] f0l,Owin S ’ tems were discussed by the 
1 ^ OlytnDir r e, * or£lan Basketball Federation on Monday: 

of TT ee WiH be add * saed in order to 
^W-Husseln basketbal1 Sames for the 9th Pan Arab 

f raanien ^ ’ ; 
fallow the ik! ^ plltd s f ien ce apologized For hot being ;, 

^icfpatfon [ n th r* f ? dlities for basketba, l practice. >".? 
> confined 7 f 5 " 3 5 ° f the West-Aslan Championslifp ; 
; ■ ed 8nd wi » b® organized l?y the Orthod^.! 


Magic's 10-game home win- 
ning streak. 

Nick Anderson hit consecu- 
tive 3-pointers ro pull 
Orlando to 111-110 with 15.2 
seconds remaining. 

The Magic fouled Blaylock 
after Anderson's second 3- 


pointer, but he missed both 
free throws. Atlanta con- 
trolled the rebound after the 
second miss and Steve Smith 
was fouled. He made both 
shots to put Atlanta ahead 
113-110 with nine seconds 
remaining. 


avar 7oatB* Mat! Oalgar (R) anrf Thao Rad Ilf <L) durtnaiacand 
quarlar action at Miami March B, 1999. (APP Photo) 


Blaylock then stepped in 
front of an inbounds pass 
from Horace Grant, was 
touled and made one of two 
free throws for the final mar- 
gin. 

Smith led Atlanta with 24 
points an^l Dikembe 


Mutombo added 18 points 
and 17 rebounds. Alan 
Henderson had 19 points and 
12 rebounds 

Anderson had 34 points on 
1 1 -of- 17 shooting as six 
Magic players scored in dou- 
ble figures. 


RUSEDSKI OUSTS KORDA 


Indian Wells (DPA) — Greg 
Rusedski finished with three 
straight aces to crush Petr 
Korda 6-3, 6-4 for a second- 
round place Monday at the 
2.45-million-dollar Champions 
Cup. 

Rusedski ' lost the title 
match here a year ago to 
Chile's Marcelo Rios. The 
British tenth seed was impec- 
cable in 81 minutes as lie 
began his campaign at the 
first Mercedes Super 9 tourna- 
ment of the season. 

"I won’t complain about 
three aces," said pmadian- 
born lefthander Rusedski. "It's 
a nice way to finish the match. 

I played really solidly, I was 
sticking with him on the ral- 
lies and finding a way to win 
them. I could have played the 
big points better, but I stjll 
managed to : win against . p 
player of Peter’s stature.” 
Another big-eveht finalist 
was less successful on the ' 
hardcourt In desert j200 kilo- 
metres, east' o(| Los Angeles. ,; 
, Swedish 13th seed .Thomas 
; Enqvist, beaten by YeVghey 
.Kafelnikov jfor thq^ltlf at .the 
Australian Opeh . is January, 
irtunned v;by ; ;;RUjjsijjir ; 


1 teenager Marat Safin 6-4, 6-4 
! to go out on Day One. 
r Compatriot Thomas 

• Johansson, the number 16, 

■ fared better. beating 
i Australian Jason Stoltenberg 
6-2, 6-3. Germany's young 
pair of hopes suffered con- 
trasting fates, with Nicolas 
Kiefer easily stopping 
Mariano Puerta of Argentina 
6-3. 6-2. 

But Tommy Haas was unable 
to continue against Hicham 
Arazi of Morocco. Haas, win- 
ner of a title last ' month in 
Memphis, felt something go 
in his back and had to quit at 
5-5 in the opening set. 

"I started to serve and all of 
a sudden I felt I couldn't lift 
up anymore," said Haas, who 
is 20. “I couldn't breathe, It 
wasn't really a pop or any-, 
thing that bothered me, right 
away I asked for the trainer." ’ 
, ■ Haas was stretched ‘out' on 
the court for a massage, but If 
did nothing to change the : 
; inevitable retirement. “This; is' 
a super 9, obviously you want 
to play your best. It's tough tp 
.• pull out, but. I felt that' I Just 
Wouldn't , go ; :dn and liurt ; 
S: .;hiygelf; eyen Hags afleh,; 
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NEW YORK - When I leave Waris Dirle on the cor- 
ner of Astor and 8th street, she kisses me on the 
cheek and coos: ‘We both live in New York, so 
we'll definitely bump into each other again, 
won’t we? I watch as she fades into the cacoph- 
ony of tramps, goths. skate-boarders and South 
Park T-shirts, her small, sharp features glinting in 
the chilly afternoon sun. When you've come as 
far as Dine, l guess, New York doesn’t seem that 
big. 

Now 28 - although she isn’t sure of her age ■ 
Dirle is spokeswoman for the United Nations, 
working as a special ambassador against female 
genital mutilation. It is a Tar remove from her 
childhood experiences among a tribe or 
Somalian desert nomads. 

At five years old, Dirie was circumcised in the 
desert by a dead-eyed “killer woman”, and 
almost died of her injuries. At 12, she ran away 
from her family, when she discovered her father 
was planning to sell her to a 60-year-old man in 
exchange for five camels. Trekking across the 
desert for six days and nights, she ended up in 
Mogadishu, where she had an aunt. The 
Somalian ambassador to England, an unde by 
marriage, went to London Tor several years and 
took Dirie with him as a servant. In her new auto- 
biography, Desert Flower, Dirie recalls the plane 
Tide over, seeing white people for the first time, 
using a toilet for the first time, too afraid to push 
the Hush button in case a bomb went off. 

Her uncle was too busy to take an interest in 
her, and her aunt, whom she had been hoping 
would nurture and culnire her. never saw her as 
anything more then a servant. As a result, she 
never learned English properly, cultivating a 
strange cockney-African-night-school-television 

speak chat just about gets her by. When the 'fam- 
ily returned to Somalia, she stayed in London, 
taking a job in McDonald’s. U was there she was 
discovered by a photographer and became, along 
with Naomi, hnan and Tyra, one of the few black 
siipermodels. Dirie’s first modelling job was for 
the cover of the Pirelli calendar. 

Her first real memory is of having her clitoris 
and labia sliced off with a blood-caked razor. 
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Recovering in a hut, her genitals sewn together 
with thorns, her legs bound, she vowed to go 
back to the scene of her torture and find the 
lumps of her own flesh, which had been left to 
dry on a rock. The vultures had got there first. 

Female circumcision occurs in 28 African coun- 
tries. on 6,000 little girls a day. Mothers who 
have suffered the ordeal themselves still allow it 
to be performed, fearful that no man will marry 
a girl who isn’t circumcised. The operation is per- 
formed without anaesthetic, with crude, dirty 
instruments, sometimes teeth. Its after-effects 
include shock, local Infection, septicaemia. HIV, 
damage to the urethra or anus, and tetanus. 
Long-term complications include chronic and 
recurring urinary infections, the pooling of men- 
strua] blood in the abdomen, increasingly diffi- 
culty in urinating, depression and even death. 

"A lot of people don't want to believe some- 
thing like this because it's so horrifying and so 
weird,” says Dirie. Too much sadness. Too 
depressing. We cannot face it.’ In Desert Flower, 
Dirie notes that the suffering of women is creat- 
ed by the ego and for the pleasure of men. 
Vaginas are sewn up tightly to increase men s 
sexual pleasure. 

On their wedding night, the husband either 
forces or cuts his way in. 

It is ironic that, in the world of fashion, which 
gave her the celebrity platform to speak out 
against female genital mutilation, women starve 
themselves thin for men’s visual gratification. 

Dirle believes she survived the operation, from 
which several of her relatives have died, because 
of her willpower. 'When your circumstance gives 
you no choice, you find a strength because you 
have to. There are moments when you can’t do 
anything but try to survive.' She has nothing but 
love for her mother, who held her down as the 
"Killer Woman" cut her. ’I can’t forget she's a vic- 
tim herself. Site -had no way of knowing what to 
do about it. She had no one to stand beside her. 


It's not her fault.’ Dirie last saw her mother in I 
1995 when the BBC tracked her down on the 
Somalia-Ethiopia border to make a documentary. 
They are no longer in touch. Still living a 
nomadic life, her family cannot be reached by 
telephone. 

‘But,’ I ask. 'You know she’s alive?' 'Oh. I do 
hope so. She's out there doing what she's been 
doing all her life. I tried to bring her to the West 
and she said, ’What would I do there?’ She has to 
keep on working. That's how these people in 
Africa live for ever.' Dirie furrows her lineless 
brow. ’That’s what I don’t understand about the 
West. People retire. What do they mean, retire? 
People in the West think that older people are 
useless and now older people believe it.’ 

She is horrified by the trend in advertising for 
younger girl models. ‘In America, you see a 14- 
year-old girl doing an ad for Oil of Ulay. They 
can't use it: they’re too young. That’s what mod- 
elling really is about - dishonesty.’ Dirie is any- 
thing but dishonest. At the subway, after the 
interview, she asks it I want to keep the copy of 
The Observer 1 brought for her to read. 

•No. it's for you.' I reply ’Oh,' she smiles, and 
tosses It in the bin. 'There was nothing interest- 
ing in it.’ She beams, not a trace of malice. 

If Dirie's story proves anything, it is just how 
powerful the media is. There was always a great 
interest in Dirie. because there are so few suc- 
cessful black models and because her back- 
ground seemed so exotic. But no one knew the 
whole story until she sat down with Laura Ziv. a 
journalist from Marie Claire and, deciding she 
liked her face, told her about the circumcision. 
The television coverage that followed led to 
Dirie's position with the United Nations. 

When Dirie came to write her book, things did 
not work uut with Ziv. Tier agents took over - 
they wanted more and more money.’ she says. 
*0h. You thank her ill the book. Do you ever talk 
to her?' The subject obviously upsets her. Unable 
to speak, Dirie shakes her head. 

As much as her ultra-bright smile lights up the 
room, it doesn't happen often. Dirle does not 
seem a very happy woman. She claims to have 


few friends. When I mention her partner Dr, 
and son Alecke. desperate to take the comers 
tion to a happier place, she just nods. The 
picst and most animated she gets is on the si 
way when we chat about Alek Wek, the Sudan 
model wtio lias made the cover of Elle n 
Vogue. 'She looks like an African In the middle: 1 
the desert,' 
squeals Dirie. 

Most of the passengers on our train areblad 
men. Despite her radiant beauty, none of tha 
gives her a second glance, while a Puerto Rita 
girl in Tommy Hllfiger sweater is catcalled all 6 
way to Manhattan. Within African-American nJ 
cure, there is huge favouritism placed on lighio 
skinned girls. Dirie claims that most phologn 
pliers tried to make her up as a black Cini 
Crawford. ‘It's amazing how Alek Wek tooUi 
She’s From Sudan. She’s my neighbour. She's r 
home girl. It's great for me to see that, after r 
this fake, phoney hair. Weaves everywhere 
colours so light you can't tell if she's black at 1? 
- it's pure poison.' 

The black singer Lauryn Hill has pointed c 
that feminism in America is only there for r 
white middle class. They take on issues that ir. 
affect their quality of life, such as abortion. 1 
are less interested in die black or Latino ms 
being beaten in Staten Island. If American fcr 
nists are loathe to speak out for these %vu 
who is going to speak Tor the girls being murHa 
etl in the desert? This beautiful model, who .1 
barely speak English, is terrified of publics^ 
ing and has been known to lock hersenn 
room for fear of the press? Thinking of fb 

genital mutilation, thinking or hair weav 
thinking of wife-heaters, Dirie bursts out | 
woman is a goddess. Cod sent us here. 
us, there would be no world. We are so m - 
stronger than men. There's no question j ; 
that. It's pure truth. We should " ot be j^; 
and suffering to please a man. blieis^ 
that,' finally, the entire carnage of 
■ and stare at her. Not because thtyiW 

whs bcnutilul. But because S hew.m» o|)B 


WASHINGTON (RJ — Patricia 
fefcroeder, speaking from her 
own gut-wrenching political 
experience, offered this advice 
10 White - House hopeful 
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Elizabeth Dole: Stay cool. 

“Project a serious and confi- 
dent demeanor but keep a 
sense of humor when asked 
urii questions as, ‘Arc your 
dothes too bright?’ and ‘Why 
aeymi running as a woman?"’ 
die former Democratic con- 
gresswoman from Colorado 
aid. 

lb become the first woman 
•president, Dole must do what 
khroeder failed to do in her 
1987 White House bid: 
Convince voters a woman has 
die right stuff to be comman- 
. to-in-chief. 

According to a variety of 
poUj. Dole, an ex-Cabinet secre- 
cy and American Red Cross 
president, may have begun to 
do so, with the help of a lor of 
wtof women pioneers, fn fact, 
^eone recent poll found one 
» fee Americans had little or 
w interest in a woman becom- 
■*S president, other polls show 
m °st viable female 

Witf House contender ever. 

Efizabeth Dole has helped 
^ lfle perception of 
'Omen. Shes an experienced, 
mpetent woman who per- 

, ' ons den,” said 
, ' Jmcal scholar Norm Ornstein 

I!,, 1 - Ameri «n Enterprise 
i iiuie think tank 

j.^W^hernnningha, , 

'I the ai 1 - j 

J- But Its another sienif- j 


ia icant incremental change." 

■[ Amo % r fhout a dozen major 
al Republican candidates, only 

e Tt?xas Gov. George W. Bush is 
il running ahead of Dole for the 

party's presidential nomination 
1- in 2000 Surveys show that if the 
a election were held now. Bush or 
i Dole would beat the expected 

r Democratic presidential nomi- 

[ Vice President Al Core. 

U.S. ‘READY FOR ITS FIRST 
■ WOMAN PRESIDENT’ 

1 "I think the nation is ready 
for its first woman president. 
Tlie country is a different place 
than when I ran," Geraldine 
Ferraro, the only woman ever to 
run on a major parry national 
ticket, said. “We helped open 
the door by showing a woman 
could run,” added the 
Democrats' 198*1 vice presiden- 
tial nominee. 

Since then, other women 
have helped opened the door 
wider by demons! rating their 
skill and strength. Ferraro said. 
For example, . "(Secretary of 
State) Madeleine Albright has 
shown a woman can handle for* 
eign afTairs imd (Attorney 
General) Janer Reno has shown 
she can stand up to the White 
House. Congress, and (indepen- 
dent prosecutor) Ken Starr." 

Christine Todd Whitman, 
New Jersey's two -term j 
Republican governor, said she is I 
no longer asked such questions i 
as: "Can a woman handle it? ' [ 
There's a growing acceptance 
of women and an understand- v 
i»g that they can handle the L 
job." she said, „ 


«ubr^ division 

^ ate® its 250TH ANNIVERARY 

relating and ' hiST* l,M pilblisllC£l ,in excc P' 
^fimest 0 ^;- ll,tf arf "fftwwtaln from the 
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h remains unclear how for 
r Dolc ' wh «se husband Bob Dole 
* was the 1996 Republican presi- 
s dential nominee, will get. She 
? J 33 not yet formally announced 

i her candidacy but aide says she 
; is expected to do so within the 
r ne *t few months. 

: There is already speculation 

rhat if she does not win the 
presidential nomination she 
may get the vice presidential 
spot. If that happens, the 
Democrats might pick a woman 
vice presidential nominee, too, 
to solidify their female support. 

WOMEN STILL FACE STEREO- 
TYPES 

Despite gains, women candi- 
dates still face obstacles. A 
niajor one is the stereotype of 
them as die fairer sex and the 
different perceptions of men 
and women. 

"A man is asseitivc if be 
bombs a small country," Laura 
Liswood, vice chair of the 
Council of Women World 
Leaders at the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, said. "A 
woman is asserrive if she hangs 
up mi someone." 

There are other political 
problems. Historically, women 
are nor as well connected as 
men. who hold mosr of the top 
jobs in the private and public 
sectors. Consequently, men 
have most of the money, a key I 
ingredient For a successful cam- < 
paign. 

Sure, thanks largely to the I 
women's movement, there have 
been big gains in die last gener- v 
ation. Yet women still have a v 


r l01, 8 way to go.Just three of rlie 
e 50 8 ov emors. nine of the 100 
- senators and 56 of the 435 
i members of the House of 

I Representatives are women. 

■ In addition, only two of the 
Fortune 500 companies are 
headed by women, and full- 
1 Hme female U.S. workers are 
paid only 74 cents for every dol- 
lar men earn. 

Arizona, the only state where 
the five top elected officials are 
women, is headed by Gov. Jane 
Dee Hull, who urges females to 
keep plugging away. 'The glass 
ceiling for women is being bro- 
ken all over." she said. “As they 
gain seniority, they'll move up. 
There are hurdles but they can 
win ir they work hard and raise 
money.” 

When the White House 
Project, a nonpartisan group 
dedicated to helping women 
get elected to public office, 
asked 1,000 people in January if 
they would like to vote for a 
woman presidential candidate, 

10 percent said "not too much" 
and another 10 percent said 
“not at all." 

I hough the survey did not 
ask respondents to explain 
their reservations about a 
woman president, Marie 
Wilson, tlie project's director, 
said. “A lot of people have prob- 
lems with whether a woman 
could push the button on war." i 
76 PERCENT WANT TO VOTE • 
FOR WOMAN PRESIDENT J 

The bright side of the poll i 
was that 76 percent said they i 
would "very much" or "some- \ 


s what like to vote for a woman 
3 for president. It showed no 
i change from a November 1997 
f survey. 

According to The White 
1 House Project, at least 20 other 
countries have had women 
presidents or prime ministers. 
And at least 20 women have 
sought the presidency, accord- 
ing to the Center for the 
American Woman and Politics. 
None got Tar. 

White House hopefuls includ- 
ed Republican Sen. Margaret 
Chase Smith of Maine, who in 
1964 became the first woman 
to be nominated at tlie national 
convention of a major party, 
and Democratic Representative 
Shirley Chisholm of New York, 
who in 1972 became the first 
African American presidential 
candidate. 

In 1978 Scliroeder, then a 
member of the House, creared a 
presidential exploratory com- 
mittee. While trying to discuss 
issues like the Cold War, howev- 
er, she was hit with questions 
about how it felt to be a woman 
candidate, 

I hen, unable to raise enough 
fimd.s, she broke down and 
cried when she ended her pres- 
idential ambitions. Critics said 
her tears set back the women's 
movement. 

"Since then I have kept a cry- 
ing file of men and women, 
she said. While crying, particu- 
larly by men, is now seen as ' 1 
more acceptable, “we’re still i 
uncomfortable with ' what ( 
women in power should look \ 


i like, act like.” she said. 

J ' ,VVe know that a man in 
power wears a blue suit, white 
shirt and red tie. plays touch 
football, drives a cigarette boat 
and eats pork rinds. But how 
should women in power act? 
No one has a formula yet.” 

Dole, 62, a graduate or 
Harvard Law School, is seen as 
smart, strong and more pereo li- 
able than her husband. She was 
transportation secretary in the 
Reagan administration and 
labor secretary in the Bush 
administration and resigned as 
head of the American .Red Cross 
in January. 

Still, there are questions 
about her anticipated bid. Since 
she has never run for public 
office before, many of her 
stands nu key issues are 
unknown. Once they become 4 
pan of the record, her polls arc* 
certain to .shift. 

Elizabeth Dole still has lois 
of hurdles but this is a different 
kind of presidential candidacy 
for a woman," said Ornstein. 
rlie American Enterprise 
Institute scholar. 

"When Shirley Chisholm and 
Patricia Scliroeder rail they IkhI 
had little support in the polls 
and virtually no political analyst 
predicted tiiat they could win. 
The day it became clear she 
might run, Elizabeth Dole was 
up there competing with Bush 
(the Texas governor) for the 
party's nomination," he said. “ 
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FOR the LAND OF IMMIGRANTS 
THE TIMES ARE CHANCING ' 

HINGTON (AP) - While the growing Census population exoort r.,.mh.n ^ 
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attracted attention in recent years, the share A century aeo neariv on n*™, r r r 

remains 
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elsewhere, 

That's, up from the record low 4.7 percent 

recorded in 1 970, but well short of the peak 
14.8 percent recorded.in 1890, the bureau 
reported. 
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Indeed, estimates released previously 4,350,403. 
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indicate the foreign-bom share had contin- 
ued to climb, reaching 9.6 percent by 1997. 
: Hie new report Includes only detailed Infor- 
mation through. 1990, but adds piuch mqre 
historical data than had been available. : 

: Tbday’S arrivals come fropi and go to dlf- 
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America and 26.3 percent were Irom Asia, 
the Census Bureau reported. 

Indeed, by 1990, Mexico alone was birth- 
place ofneariy as many U.S, residents as all 
J ' iSS*- '4^98,014 compared to 
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. The declining percentage of UiS. residents 
bora elsewhere varies considerably from 
place ,to ; place, but for the most part the 
nation's cities hdd much larger shares of 
people bdw elsewhere -100 years ago. 

For example.BdsWh had 35,3percent fo^ 
eign-bdm residents in iRQn k„* 1 
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Wom °" , a . bout h^mari rights violations against : i arln Amfri(4a W*- ' V 

WWV. programs, aid pSt- f» MSf* fa 

^ 1 ■ ■ ■ • : 6ft RAIa Shaklb ..jaiid l ^l? that' U , Sej ,i : tQ i ;M;lhdjt, ; 


to 4.6 percent 

On tlie other hand, Miami counted 59.7 

“ foreign-boni in 
1990. Detailed Census records for die dtv 
dont go back to 1890, but 25.0 percent of 
Miami residents were foreign-bom in 1920 
andThar was down to just 9.7 percent In 

_ Houston’s foreign bom share climbed ' 
from 11.3 percent in 1890 to 17,8 percent , 

1 00 years later. 

And Los Angeles' 38.4 percent foreign- 
frotn a - 3 perccnc * 

_ But over the sahie period the foreign-bom . 
share in Sap Diego slipped firom 25'.4 per- \ 
2 D.9 perceKt and ii i San Rrapa'sco it ■ 
fell from 42^4 percent to 34.0 percent.' 

: Of the fopfe ign-bqrn U,S.: residents jri .1 990, i 
-M.3 percent cafne frqjn UHri America. 26.3 
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